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OLSSI 2010 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Sunday, 7/25/10 
*3:00-5:00pm Check-In* 

5:00-6:00pm Meet & Greet (Drinks & Snacks) 

*6:00-7:00pm Dinner: Key Note Speakers Amanda Knapp and Laura Solomon* 

7:00 Various Games and Entertainment 

 

 

Monday, 7/26/10 
*7:45-8:45am Breakfast*  

9:00-10:15am Session I 

¶ Rocking the Social Networks(Blogging, Twitter, Facebook, Youtube, Web 2.0) with George Needham 

¶ Graphic Novels 101: Everything You Need to Know About Graphic Novels with Michael Bradshaw 

¶ Rock the Room! ï Networking Skills for Everyone with Kristen Lindsay 

 

10:30-11:45am Session II  

¶ Wii Willé Wii Will Rock You:Gaming in the Libraries with Elizabeth Jacobs, Beka Lindeman, and Maria Vega 

¶ Life at the Library is a Beach with Beth Anderson and Tanya Ellenburg-Kimmet  

¶ What if the Library Rocks and Nobody Hears it? Making Staff Good Ambassadors with Susan Ungham and Pat 

Rainey 

 

*Noon-1:00pm Lunch* 

1:15-2:30pm Session III  

¶ Supervisor Idol with Kristen Lindsay 

¶ Basic Reference for Support Staff with Jessica Page 

¶ Going Green in the Library with Terri Greer and Jeanie Radtkin 

 

2:45-3:45pm Session IV 

¶ Library Snapshot : Cleveland Museum of Artôs Ingalls Library and Museum Archives with Elizabeth Lantz 

¶ Tech Snapshot: Musical Chairs with Technology 

 

4:15-4:45pm Session V 

¶ Ritter Library Tour, Baldwin-Wallace College 

¶ Rockinô Out with Water Aerobics with Tanya Ellenburg-Kimmet and Beth Anderson 

¶ ZUMBA Dance Fitness! with Mary Ayres 

 

4:45-6:00pm Pool Party for Attendees! 

*Dinner on your own. Explore Berea & area* 

Various Games and Entertainment 

 

8:00- 9:30pm Session VI 

Rock ïN- Roll ïN- Comics: A Roundtable Discussion with Michael Bradshaw on mic, Ryan Kimmet on base, Tanya 

Ellenburg-Kimmet on Synthesizer, and the Rockinô Comic Book Band. Come join the band! No music or comic 

knowledge necessary! 
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Tuesday, 7/27/10 
7:45-8:45am Breakfast 

9:00-10:15am Session I  

¶ Rare Books Rock (literally): Very Old Literature & the History of  Paelontology with James St John 

¶ Graphic Novels 201: The Top Ten Graphic Novels in Depth with Michael Bradshaw 

¶ No Cell Phones Please, the Performance is Beginning ï NOT! (Mobile Access) with Brian Gray 

 

10:30-11:45am Session II   

¶ Borders & Boundaries ï Maps, not Rap! with John Crissinger 

¶ Sometimes You Rock, sometimes You Roll! Everything I Learned about Work I Learned at the Library with 

Gaynelle Predmore 

¶ Make Sure You Have the Energy to Party Like a Rock Star (Energy and Sustainability) with Brian Gray 

 

*Noon-1:00pm Lunch* 

1:00-3:00pm Motivational Speech & Closing: Ms. Sari Feldman, Executive Director, Cuyahoga County Public Library 

3:00-4:00pm Check-Out 
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Key Note Speakers:  

Amanda Knapp and Laura Solomon 

Sunday, 7/25/10, 6:00-7:00pm 

 

Mandy Knapp was named a Mover & Shaker by Library Journal in 

2010 as one of the 50 most influential people shaping the future of 

libraries. A passionate librarian, she created the website, 

saveohiolibraries.com, to save state funding in Ohio during a state 

budget crisis. 

With nearly nine years of service in various library settings, Mandy is 

currently a Librarian at Worthington Libraries, winner of Library 

Journalôs Library of the Year in 2007.  She holds an MLIS from the 

University of Pittsburgh and a BA in English from Otterbein College. 

 

 

 

Laura Solomon, MCIW, is the Library Services Manager 

for the Ohio Public Library Information Network and the 

former Web Applications Supervisor for the Cleveland 

Public Library. She has been doing web development and 

design for over twelve years, in both public libraries and as 

an independent consultant. She also authored a statewide 

web site usability study in 2004 that evaluated the site of 

every public library in Ohio. She specializes in developing 

with Drupal, as well as in web code and accessibility 

standards. In 2010 she was named a Library Journal Mover 

& Shaker. As a former children's librarian, she enjoys 

bringing the "fun of technology" to audiences and in giving 

libraries the tools they need to better serve the virtual 

customer. 

Presentation slides will be available after the session at 

http://www.slideshare.net/laurasolomon 

http://www.slideshare.net/laurasolomon
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Rocking the Social Networks (Blogging, Twitter, Facebook, Youtube, Web 2.0) 

with George Needham on Monday, 7/26/10, 9:00-10:15am 

 
 

 

George Needham is Vice President for Global and Regional Councils at OCLC in Dublin, Ohio. In 

2009, he also opened a private consulting practice, specializing in library planning, strategic 

implementation, staff development, and governance. George has been involved in libraries since the 

1970s as a reference librarian, branch manager, technologist, director, and association executive. A 

frequent speaker at library events, George has also written several articles, contributed chapters to 

three books, and reviewed hundreds of books, audiobooks, DVDs and other materials for Library 

Journal, Booklist, The Columbus Dispatch, and AudioFile. His sole brush with non-library fame came 

as a two-time Jeopardy champion in December, 1994. 
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Graphic Novels 101: Everything You Need to Know About Graphic Novels  

with Michael Bradshaw on Monday, 7/26/10, 9:00-10:15am  
 

 

Michael Bradshaw is a library assistant, working for the Director of the Supreme Court of Ohio Law 

Library.  He is a reviewer for the Ohioana Quarterly, and a two-time judge of the Poetry Coffeehouse 

Competition at the Public Library of Mount Vernon.  A reader to the blind at the VoiceCorps radio 

station, and a coordinator of blood drives for the American Red Cross, he is also a writer of fiction 

and poetry.  Mr. Bradshaw is the only person to have been Chairperson of OLSSI two times, and to 

have held all five Officer positions within the organization.   

He has not slept since 1972. 
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Graphic Novels 101 

by P.M. Bradshaw 

 

~ Course Materials ~ 

 

TOP 10 Graphic Novels 

 

1. Watchmen 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Dave Gibbons 

DC Comics, 1986 

ISBN: 1852860243  

Summary: Along with The Dark Knight Returns, perhaps the greatest deconstruction of the superhero mythos.  Ever.  A big story, 

covering multiple generations of heroes, a multitude of characters, and a surprise around every corner.  Sad, poignant, beautiful, and 

absolutely brilliant.  

 

2. Umbrella Academy: the Apocalypse Suite 

Umbrella Academy: the Apocalypse Suite 

Writer: Gerard Way (of the band My Chemical Romance) 

Artist: Gabriel B§ 

Dark Horse, 2007 

ISBN: 1593079788  

 

3. Wanted 

Wanted 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: J.G. Jones 

Top Cow Productions, 2005 

ISBN: 1582404801 

 

4. The Death of Captain Marvel 

Writer: Jim Starlin 

Artist: Jim Starlin 

Marvel Comics, 1982 

ISBN: 0939766116 

 

5. The Dark Knight Returns & the Killing Joke 

Batman: The Dark Knight Returns 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Frank Miller, Klaus Janson, Lynn Varley 

DC Comics, 1986 

ISBN: 0930289153 

Summary: This book, along with Alan Mooreôs Watchmen, deconstructs the superhero in a real-world way, and heralded in a new age 

of comics.  

   &  

The Killing Joke 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Brian Bolland 

DC Comics, 1988 

ISBN: 0930289455 

 

6. V for Vendetta 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: David Lloyd 

DC Comics, 1988 

ISBN: 0930289528 

Summary: The masked vigilante, known only as V, takes cues from Guy Fawkes in his attempt to upset the government of a totalitarian 

England.   

 

7. Batman: Absolution 

Writer: J.M. DeMatteis 

Artist: Brian Ashmore 

DC Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 1563899345 
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Summary: Batman works largely as a detective to track down home-grown terrorists who killed innocents at Wayne Industries.  The 

question of right and wrong, damnation and salvation is discussed throughout.  

 

8. Superman: Red Son 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: Dave Johnson & Kilian Plunkett, pencillers ; Andrew Robinson & Walden Wong, inkers 

DC Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 1401201911 

Summary: What if the rocket ship carrying baby Superman crash landed in Russia, instead of America?  Good guy Lex Luthor has his 

work set out for him against his communist foe. 

 

9. The Ultimates, Vol. 1 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: Bryan Hitch 

Marvel Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 0785109609 

Summary: The writer of Wanted gives us his version of the Avengers, as they exist in Marvelôs ñUltimateò and perhaps more realistic 

universe of heroes.  One of the best superhero stories of the last decade, from one of the best writers currently in the business  

 

10. Batman: Detective No. 27 

Writer: Michael Uslan 

Artist: Peter Snejbjerg 

DC Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1401201857 

Summary: This ñalternate historyò story puts Bruce Wayne in 1939, as part of group of detectives trying to solve the 75-year old 

mystery stretching from the assassination of Abraham Lincoln to their present.  The ñFootnotes to Historyò in the back give a page by 

page description of the real historical elements and events these fictional characters work through, making it a must-read for kids and 

history buffs alike. 

 

Honorable Mention: TOP 10 Graphic Novel Runner-Up 

    * Death: the High Cost of Living by Neil Gaiman 

 

Top 10 Non-Superhero Graphic Novels (FICTION) 

 

1. Asterios Polyp 

Writer: David  Mazzucchelli  

Artist: David Mazzucchelli 

Pantheon Books, 2009 

 

2. Bayou  

Writer: Jeremy Love 

Artist: Jeremy Love 

Zuda/DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401223826  

Summary: A ñwebcomicsò online story, compiled here in book form.  Bayou takes place in 1930ôs Mississippi, amidst the backdrop of 

sharecropping and segregation.  But thereôs more than the heartbreaking story of strained black and white relations in the south, as some 

of monsters might just be real.   

Volume Two to be published January 2011, ISBN 1401225845.  

 

3. Shortcomings  

Writer: Adrian Tomine 

Artist: Adrian Tomine 

Drawn and Quarterly, 2009 

ISBN: 1897299753 

Summary: An engrossing story of an Asian manôs failing relationship.  Ben Tenaka is not a very likable character, and yet youôre drawn 

in to his life, his friend, and his girlfriend.  Sad and beautiful.  

 

4. Koko Be Good 

Writer: Jen Wang 

Artist: Jen Wang 

First Second Books, Sept. 2010 

ISBN: 1596435550 

Summary: Inter-twining tales of three characters, their journeys in life, and the nature of goodness.   

 

5. The Surrogates 
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Writer: Robert Venditti 

Artist: Brett Weldele 

Top Shelf, 2005 

ISBN: 1891830872 

Summary: A stunning debut.  Venditti creates a world where people stay at home but use robot ósurrogatesô to go to work.  Soon, 

people are living their lives, tangentially, through them.  A great social commentary on advertising, consumerism, vanity, and 

humanity.  (The movie strays far from the great story here, making it trite and boring, even with Bruce Willis. Skip the movie.) 

 

6. Ghost World 

Writer: Daniel Clowes 

Artist: Daniel Clowes 

Fantagraphics Books, 1997, ISBN: 1560972998 

Fantagraphics Books, 2008, ISBN: 1560978902 (Special Edition) 

Summary: A coming of age story about two girls and the somewhat odd inhabitants of their town.  Odd, sometimes off-putting, often 

hilarious, and impossible to put down, we follow the nothingness of Enid and Rebeccaôs lives as the put down everyone and everything 

around them, while they search foré something.  The 2008 Special Edition has the complete graphic novel, the complete screenplay to 

the movie, pages of sketches, and three great new ñwhere are they nowò comics of Enid and Rebecca.  

 

7. Torso: a True Crime Graphic Novel 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Marc Andreyko 

Image Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1582401748 

Summary: Arguably the lead writer of Marvel Comics today, this is an early work in the crime noir genre.  Detailing the Cleveland 

torso murders of the 1930ôs, we find the true story of Eliot Ness, trying to solve the case.  

 

8. Blankets 

Writer: Craig Thompson 

Artist: Craig Thompson 

Top Shelf, 2003 

ISBN: 1891830430 

 

9. The Trial of Sherlock Holmes 

Writer: Leah Moore & John Reppion 

Artist: Aaron Campbell 

Dynamite Entertainment, 2009 

ISBN: 1606900587  

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

  

10. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button : a Graphic Novel 

Writer: F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Adapted by: Nunzio Defilippis & Christina Weir 

Artist: Kevin Cornell 

Quirk Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1594742812  

Summary: Based on the original short story (not the film), this is F. Scott Fitzgeraldôs tale of a man born elderly, who ages backwards 

throughout his life.  Sometimes sad, but always interesting. 

 

Honorable Mention: TOP 10 Non-Superhero (FICTION) Runners-Up 

    * When the Wind Blows 

    * Stray Bullets: the Innocence of Nihilism 

    * Last of the Independents 

    * Gotham Central, Vol. 1 

    * Jinx  

  

Top 10 Non-Superhero Graphic Novels (MEMOIR or NON-FICTION)  

 

TIE-1. Maus by Art Spiegelman 

TIE-1. The Quitter by Harvey Pekar  

     Maus: a Survivorôs Tale (aka The Complete Maus) 

Writer: Art Spiegelman 

Artist: Art Spiegelman 

Pantheon Books, 1996 

ISBN: 0679406417 
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Summary: A son tells the story of his fatherôs life, including his harrowing time in a concentration camp in World War II.  To date, this 

is the only graphic novel to be awarded the Pulitzer Prize. This edition collects both Volume 1: My Father Bleeds History, and Volume 

2: And Here My Troubles Began.  

     The Quitter 

Writer: Harvey Pekar 

Artist: Lee Loughridge 

DC Comics, 2005 

ISBN: 140120399X  

Summary: Pekar takes a look back at his childhood. 

 

2. Our Cancer Year * Cancer Vixen * Momôs Cancer 

     Our Cancer Year 

Writer: Joyce Brabner and Harvey Pekar 

Artist: Frank Stack 

Four Walls Eight Windows, 1994 

ISBN: 1568580118 

     Cancer Vixen: a True Story 

Writer: Marisa Acocella Marchetto 

Artist: Marisa Acocella Marchetto 

Alfred A. Knopf, 2006 

ISBN: 0307263576 

     Mom's Cancer 

Writer: Brian Fies 

Artist: Brian Fies 

Abrams Image, 2006 

ISBN: 0810958406 

 

3. The Borden Tragedy: A Memoir of the Infamous Double Murder at Fall River, Mass., 1892  

Writer: Rick Geary 

Artist: Rick Geary 

NBM Publishing (Nantier Beall Minoustchine), 1997 

ISBN: 1561631892  

Summary: The artwork is beautiful, stark, and simple ï like wood-cut images from the 1800ôs.  The plotting is pointed and precise, like 

CSI: 19th Century.  This is both a great work of academic scholarship, and also a great work of art.  

 

4. Pedro & Me: Friendship, Loss and what I Learned 

Writer: Judd Winick 

Artist: Judd Winick 

Henry Holt & Co., 2000 

ISBN: 0805089640  

 

5. Barefoot Gen, Vol.1: a Cartoon Story of Hiroshima 

Writer: Keiji Nakazawa 

Artist: Keiji Nakazawa 

Last Gasp of San Francisco, 2004- 

ISBN: 0867196025 

Summary: This is the first of ten volumes, each about 250 pages long.  Keiji was seven years old, living in Hiroshima, when the atomic 

bomb was dropped.  Volume introduces you to the author, his mother, friends and neighbors, making the story that much more 

personal.  This manga series was also adapted as two anime films, three live action films, and a two-night live action television show. 

 

6. In the Shadow of No Towers; The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation 

     In the Shadow of No Towers 

Writer: Art Spiegelman 

Artist: Art Spiegelman 

Viking Press, 2004 

ISBN: 0670915416 

Summary: A take on the fear, fear-mongering, and politics in the wake of September 11th, from the author/artist of Maus. 

     The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation 

Writer: Sid Jacobson 

Artist: Ernie Colon 

Hill & Wang Publishing, 2006 

ISBN: 0809057395  

Summary: A visual representation of the 9/11 report, detailing the events of September 11, 2001 beginning at 8:00 AM.  With 13 

chapters in all, chapters 7 - 10 break down the events leading up to the day, including the training of the hijackers, while 11 - 13 discuss 

the 9/11 Commissionôs recommendations and steps to be taken to prevent such a tragedy from occurring again.  
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7. Persepolis: the Complete Persepolis 

Writer: Marjane Satrapi 

Artist: Marjane Satrapi 

Pantheon Press, 2007 

ISBN: 0375714839 

Summary: The memoir of a childhood in Iran during the Islamic Revolution.  Both political and personal, we are pulled into a world of 

war, public whippings, and repressive regimes, as seen through the eyes of a child.  This edition combines both Volume 1: The Story of 

a Childhood, and Volume 2: The Story of a Return. 

 

8. Fun Home: a Family Tragicomic 

Writer: Alison Bechdel 

Artist: Alison Bechdel 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2006 

ISBN: 0618477942 

Summary: A family memoir, ultimately about the icy father-daughter relationship of the author.  At turns funny and heartbreaking, itôs 

a fascinating character study that offers laughs, pathos, and redemption. 

 

9. Epileptic 

Writer: David B. 

Artist: David B.  

Pantheon Press, 2005 

ISBN: 0375423184 

Summary: David B.ôs account of a childhood lived in the shadow of his brotherôs epilepsy, detailing the decease, attempted treatments, 

his own pain, and the effect it had on his family.   

 

10. The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation  

by Jonathan Hennessey (Author), Aaron McConnell (Illustrator) 

Hill and Wang, 2008 

ISBN-10: 0809094878  

 

Honorable Mention: TOP 10 Non-Superhero (MEMOIR or NON -FICTION) Runners-Up 

    * The Stuff of Life: A Graphic Guide to Genetics and DNA 

    * A People's History of American Empire 

    * Bound by Law: Tales from the Public Domain 

    * The Murder of King Tut: a Graphic Novel 

 

TOP  10  CRIME / NOIR  Graphic  Novels 

 

1. 100 Bullets, Vol. 1: First Shot, Last Call 

Writer: Brian Azzarello 

Artist: Eduardo Risso 

DC Comics, 1999- 

ISBN: 1563896451 

Summary: A man youôve never met reveals to you the name of the person that has wronged you; the reason your life is so miserable. He 

then gives you a briefcase containing a gun with 100 bullets.  The gun and the bullets are untraceable.  If you use the gun to dispatch 

this person, you will never be sought by or caught by the police.  This is the moral dilemma faced by person after person in 100 Bullets.  

Over the course of the series, we see that an underlying story is also being told ï who is the man with the briefcases?  Who did he work 

for?  Why are those people after him, now?  Engaging, thrilling, and thought-provoking.  

* Which volume is the best?  I would be tempted to say Vol. 2: Split Second Chance, or Vol. 11: Once Upon a Crime, but you have to 

start with Volume 1  and get the whole story.  The first one can be a bit dense with slang, but the second story really gets it going. 

 

2. Criminal, Vol. 2: Lawless 

Writer: Ed Brubaker 

Artist: Sean Phillips 

Marvel/Icon, 2007 

ISBN: 0785128166  

Summary: Brubaker and Phillips work together on project after project.  This is their best.  Together, theyôve created a dark, seedy 

world that looks like the 1970ôs, feels like the 1940ôs, and tastes like Nouveau Noir. 

 

3. Parker: the Hunter  

Writer: Richard Stark (aka Donald Westlake), Darwyn Cooke  

Artist: Darwyn Cooke  

Idea & Design Works LLC, 2009 

ISBN: 1600104932  
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Summary: Donald Westlakeôs (pseudonym: Richard Stark) Parker series began with the book, The Hunter.  It was made into a motion 

picture in 1967 (called Point Blank, with Lee Marvin), and again in 1999 (called Payback, with Mel Gibson).  Here, its title is returned, 

as well as the gritty, criminal world of the original novel.  

 

4. Area 10  

Writer: Christos Gage 

Artist: Chris Samnee  

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401210678 

Summary: A writer for both TVôs Law and Order, as well as Spider-Man and Iron Man comics, Gage gives us a noir story of a hard-

boiled detective investigating a murder, when he suddenly develops unusual powers.  Slick and a little supernatural. 

  

5. The Borden Tragedy: A Memoir of the Infamous Double Murder at Fall River, Mass., 1892  

Writer: Rick Geary 

Artist: Rick Geary 

NBM Publishing (Nantier Beall Minoustchine), 1997 

ISBN: 1561631892  

Summary: The artwork is beautiful, stark, and simple ï like wood-cut images from the 1800ôs.  The plotting is pointed and precise, like 

CSI: 19th Century.  This is both a great work of academic scholarship, and also a great work of art.  

 

6. Torso: a True Crime Graphic Novel 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Marc Andreyko 

Image Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1582401748 

Summary: Arguably the lead writer of Marvel Comics today, this is an early work in the crime noir genre.  Detailing the Cleveland 

torso murders of the 1930ôs, we find the true story of Eliot Ness, trying to solve the case.  

 

7. Grandville 

Writer: Bryan Talbot 

Artist: Bryan Talbot 

Dark Horse Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1595823972 

Summary: Detective LeBrock of Scotland Yard is an anthropomorphic badger in a ñsteampunkò version of Victorian England.  This is a 

detective mystery, an alternate history story (with talking animals), and also contains allegories to 9/11 and the war in Iraq.  Well done.   

(Steampunk is a genre in which a bygone era, usually one in which steam would still be a major source of power, but future or science 

fiction technologies, and even fantasy elements, also exist. Tech objects tend to have a retro H.G. Wells or Jules Verne look to them.)  

 

8. X-Men Noir 

Writer: by Fred Van Lente   

Artist: Dennis Calero 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN-10: 0785131833  

Summary: The Uncanny X-Men, told in a film noir setting.  In this setting, it appears that the X-Men are the bad guys, their mentor 

Charles Xavier is in prison, and Magneto is the Chief of Police.  No superpowers, just gritty noir goodness! 

 

9. Heavy Liquid  

Writer: Paul Pope 

Artist: Paul Pope 

Vertigo Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 140122007X (hbk 2008: 1401219497) 

Orig 2001, Vertigo Comics,  

Summary: A sci-fi noir about a manôs search for the elusive and mysterious ñHeavy Liquid.ò 

 

10. The Nobody 

Writer: Jeff Lemire  

Artist: Jeff Lemire 

Vertigo, 2010 

ISBN: 1401220819 

Summary: A bandaged stranger shows up in a beat-up, rundown, American town.  An interesting re-telling of H.G. Wellsô Invisible 

Man.  

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR Runners-Up 

    * Blacksad 

    * Daredevil Noir  
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    * Electropolis  

    * Goldfish: A Crime Graphic Novel 

    * Gotham Central, Vol. 1 

    * The Killer, Volume 1  

    * Noir: a Collection of Crime Comics   

    * Torpedo, Volume 1 

    * The Trial of Sherlock Holmes 

 

TOP 10 YA-Teen Graphic Novels 

 

1. We3 

Writer: Grant Morrison 

Artist: Frank Quitely 

DC/Vertigo, 2005 

ISBN: 1401204953 

Summary: A dog, a cat, and a bunny are given robotic armor, the ability to speak, and turned into killing machines.  An allegory on 

several levels, this is the story of the three coming to terms with, and deciding what, they are going to be. 

* Teens, YA 

 

2. X-Men: Magneto Testament 

Writer: Greg Pak   

Artist: Carmine Di Giandomenico 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785126406 

Summary: Completely divorced from the superhero world of the X-Men, this is the story of their greatest villain, Magneto.  This is a 

harrowing account of the holocaust, Magnetoôs childhood and early adult life, and his time in a Nazi death camp.  An incredibly 

powerful book, both in story and in its artwork.  It was named one of the 2010 óGreat Graphic Novels for Teensô by the Young Adult 

Library Services Association.    

* Teens, YA  

 

3. Bayou  

Writer: Jeremy Love 

Artist: Jeremy Love 

Zuda/DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401223826  

Summary: A ñwebcomicsò online story, compiled here in book form.  Bayou takes place in 1930ôs Mississippi, amidst the backdrop of 

sharecropping and segregation.  But thereôs more than the heartbreaking story of strained black and white relations in the south, as some 

of monsters might just be real.   

Volume Two to be published January 2011, ISBN 1401225845.  

* Teens, YA  

 

4. Life Sucks 

Writer: Jessica Abel, Gabe Soria 

Artist: Warren Pleece 

First Second Books, 2008  

ISBN: 1596431075  

Summary: Working the graveyard shift at a convenience store, pining for a girl who doesnôt know youôre alive ï being a vampire isnôt 

all itôs cracked up to be.   

* YA  

  

5. City of Spies 

Writer: Susan Kim, Laurence Klavan 

Artist: Pascal Dizin 

First Second Books, 2010 

ISBN: 1596432624 

Summary: A lonely girl staying with her aunt in 1940ôs New York City.  While spending the summer drawing her own superhero comic 

book, she befriends a neighbor boy, and the two stumble across a spy!    

* Teens, YA (Note: The artwork and writing would make you believe this is made for children or ñTweensò but there are four things to 

note: 1. The back of a woman in an art class, who appears to be nude; 2. The kid protagonists read a somewhat salacious book; 3. The 

kid protagonists witness a gun-shot murder; 4. An adult slaps a child.  Because of this, I would rate it for Young Adults or Teens; you 

should read it and label it/give it as you see fit.) 

 

6. Pride of Baghdad 

Writer: Brian K. Vaughan 
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Artist: Niko Henrichon 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 1401203159  

Summary: Using the true story of four lions that escaped the Baghdad Zoo in 2003, Vaughan incorporates other animals they meet 

along the way, and creates an allegory about Iraq, its people, the nature of freedom, and its ultimate cost.  For teens, young adults, AND 

adults.    

* Teens, YA  

 

7. Bad Girls  

Writer: Steve Vance  

Artist: Jennifer Graves & Christine Norrie 

DC Comics, 2003 / 2009 

ISBN: 1401223591 

Summary: The 5-issue 2004 comic books series, collected.  Four cheerleaders gain superpowers and wreak havoc on their school. Itôs 

up to the new girl in school to get superpowers herself and stop them. 

* Teens, YA  

 

8. Daniel X: Alien Hunter  

Writer: James Patterson  

Artist: Leopoldo Gout 

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2008 

ISBN: 0316004251  

Turtleback Books, 2008 (Turtleback School & Library Binding Edition) 

ISBN: 0606072950  

Summary: Daniel is an orphan with super-speed, super-strength, and a host of other abilities.  Fifteen year-old Daniel is working 

through his fatherôs list of evil aliens, hoping to catch the one who killed his parents.  

* Teen, YA  

 

9. SERIES  

Nancy Drew graphic novel series 

Writer: Stefan Petrucha, Sarah Kinney 

Artist: Sho Murase  

Papercutz, 2005 ï  

Summary: Nancy, Bess, and George get all new adventures in this new series of graphic novels.  

Titles:  

1 ï The Demon of River Heights 

2 ï Writ in Stone  

3 ï The Haunted Dollhouse 

4 ï The Girl Who Wasnôt There 

5 ï The Fake Heir  

6 ï Mr. Cheeters Is Missing  

7 ï The Charmed Bracelet  

8 ï Global Warming   

9 ï Ghost in the Machinery (The High Miles Mystery, pt. 1)   

10 ï The Disoriented Express (The High Miles Mystery, pt. 2)    

11 ï Monkey Wrench Blues (The High Miles Mystery, pt. 3)   

12 ï Dress Reversal  

13 ï Doggone Town  

14 ï Slight of Dan 

15 ï Tiger Counter   

16 ï What Goes Up   

17 ï Night of the Living Chatchke   

18 ï City Under the Basement   

19 ï Cliffhanger   

20 ï High School Musical Mystery   

21 ï The Lost Verse (High School Musical Mystery II)   

Nancy Drew the New Case Files #1: Nancy Drew Vampire Slayer (9/2010)   

* Teens, YA  

  

10. SERIES  

Hardy Boys graphic novel series 

Writer: Scott Lobdell 

Artist: Daniel Rendon (books 1-6), Paulo Henrique (books 7-19) 

Papercutz, 2005 ï  

Summary: Frank and Joe Hardy go graphic in new adventures written by Scott Lobdell.  
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Titles:  

1 ï The Ocean of Osyria  

2 ï Identity Theft  

3 ï Mad House 

4 ï Malled  

5 ï Sea You, Sea Me  

6 ï Hyde & Shriek  

7 ï The Opposite Numbers  

8 ï Board to Death  

9 ï To Die or Not to Die  

10 ï A Hardyôs Day Night  

11 ï AbracaDeath 

12 ï Dude Ranch O' Death!  

13 ï The Deadliest Stunt  

14 ï Haley Danelle's Top Eight 

15 ï Live Free, Die Hardy!  

16 ï SHHHHHHH!  

17 ï Word Up!  

18 ï D.A.N.G.E.R. Spells the Hangman!  

19 ï Chaos at 30,000 Feet!   

* Teens, YA  

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 YA-Teen Runners-Up 

    * Outlaw: The Legend of Robin Hood by Tony Lee 

    * Brain Camp by Susan Kim 

 

TOP 10 Graphic Novels for Children 

 

1. Captain Long Ears 

Writer: Diana Thung 

Artist: Diana Thung 

SLG Publishing, 2010 

ISBN: 1593621876 

Summary: An eight-year old puts on his óCaptain Long Earsô costume and heads off on an adventure with his imaginary friend Captain 

Jam, a purple gorilla.  Underneath the child-like, space and pirate exploits lies many layers, including the story of animal abuse and the 

true meaning behind the boysô search for óCaptain Big Nose.ô   

The art work for the boy is reminiscent of the boy in Maurice Sendakôs Where the Wild Things Are, but the story is all its own.   

This may very well be the most compelling childrenôs book I have ever read.  It is sometimes funny, often poignant, and occasionally a 

little sad.  All and all, it is absolutely beautiful. 

While the cover may make it look like itôs for children, I would rate it for slightly older children or Teens; Young Adults & all ages will 

love it, though! 

* C, Teens, YA  

 

2. Grampa & Julie: Shark Hunters 

Writer: Jef Czekaj 

Artist: Jef Czekaj 

Top Shelf Productions, 2004 

ISBN: 189183052X 

Summary: Julie is giving her ñHow I Spent My Summer Vacationò speech in school.  Itôs a fun story about her and her grandfather 

searching for the worldôs biggest shark, and in the process, stumbling across talking cats, pirates, monkeys under the sea, and rocket 

ships!  

* C  

 

3. The Clouds Above 

Writer: Jordan Crane 

Artist: Jordan Crane 

Fantagraphics Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1560979097 

Summary: A great story about Simon and his cat, Jack, and the magical adventure they embark on.  

* C  

 

4. Rapunzelôs Revenge 

Writer: Shannon Hale, Dean Hale 

Artist: Nathan Hale 

Bloomsbury USA Children's Books, 2008 
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ISBN: 1599902885 

Summary: Rapunzel doesnôt need a prince to help her, sheôs does it herself!  Soon sheôs out of the castle tower, and off to save her 

mother and the entire kingdom ! 

* C, Teen  

 

5. Johnny Boo: Twinkle Power (Johnny Boo, Book 2) 

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka 

Top Shelf Productions, 2008/2009 

ISBN: 1603090150, 978-1603090155 

Summary: Johnny Boo, his friend Squiggle, and Ice Cream Monster learn about stars, being scared, and being friends.  A very cue story 

for the very young. 

 Others in the series: 

 Johnny Boo: The Best Little Ghost In The World (Book 1); ISBN 1603090134  

 Johnny Boo: Happy Apples (Book 3); ISBN 160309041X 

 Johnny Boo: The Mean Little Boy (Book 4); ISBN 1603090592  

* C  

 

6. Owly: The Way Home & The Bittersweet Summer (Owly Volume 1) 

Writer: Andy Runton 

Artist: Andy Runton 

Top Shelf Productions, 2004 

ISBN: 1891830627  

(2009 Kindle edition: ASIN: B002BA4H9W) 

Summary: In a graphic novel done without any words, an Owl befriends a worm and their adventures beginé  

Volume 2: Just a Little Blue (ISBN 1891830643) 

Volume 3: Flying Lessons (ISBN 1891830767) 

Volume 4: A Time to be Brave (ISBN 1891830899) 

Volume 5: Tiny Tales (ISBN 1603090193) 

* C, All Ages  

 

7. Little Vampire 

Writer: Joann Sfar 

Artist: Joann Sfar 

First Second Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1596432330 

Summary: Three shorter stories are collected here ï Little Vampire Goes to School, Little Vampire Does Kung Fu, and Little Vampire 

and the Society of Canine Defenders.  In each, Little Vampirre and his friend Michael go on an adventure and learn a lesson.  Fun for 

children, and plenty of nodding ñAhhhhò moments for older kids and adults. 

* C  

 

8. Dragon Puncher (Vol. 1)  

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka 

Top Shelf Productions, July/August 2010 

ISBN: 978-1-60309-057-5  

Summary: One tough kitty, in armor, and his never-ending battle with dragons!  

* C  

 

9. Grumpy Old Monsters 

Writer: Kevin J. Anderson 

Artist: Rebecca Moesta  

IDW Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 160010410X  

Summary: Life is slow and boring for the monsters in the Rest in Peace Retirement Home, except when Tiffany Frankenstein comes to 

visit.  So when she tells them that Castle Frankenstein is about to be bulldozed to make way for some luxury condos, Dracula, 

Frankensteinôs monster, the Wolfman, and others all pitch in to save the day!  

* C  

 

10a. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

Writer: L. Frank Baum, Eric Shanower 

Artist: Skottie Young 

Marvel Comics, 2009 
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ISBN: 0785129219 

Summary: The classic tale of Dorothy, Toto, the Scarecrow, the Tin Woodsman, and the Cowardly Lion.  Shanower has adapted a 

number of Baumôs Oz books.  This is his best.  But itôs also worth checking out his Adventures in Oz, 2006, by IDW Publishing. 

* C, All Ages  

 

   The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

   Writer: L. Frank Baum, David Chauvel 

   Artist: Enrique Fernandez 

   Image Comics, 2006 

   ISBN: 1582407150 

   Summary: The art has a manga look to it.  I prefer the Marvel Comics version over this one.  

   * C, All Ages  

 

10b. Adventures in Oz 

Writer: L. Frank Baum, Eric Shanower 

Artist: Eric Shanower 

IDW Publishing, 2006 

ISBN: 1933239611  

Summary: Shanower has written & adapted a number of Baumôs Oz books.  This one is in contention with his work at Marvel Comics, 

2009ôs The Wonderful Wizard of  Oz, as the best.  Read both to compare.  The artwork in this one is óclassicallyô done, but the work in 

both is stellar. 

* C, All Ages  

  

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 Graphic Novels for Children Runners-Up 

    * Artemis Fowl: The Graphic Novel by Eoin Colfer  

    * Calamity Jack by Shannon Hale 

    * Maddy Kettle (book 1) by Eric Orchard 

    * Monkey Vs Robot by James Kochalka 

    * Monster on the Hill (book 1) by Rob Harrell 

    * Peanutbutter & Jeremy's Best Book Ever by James Kochalka 

    * Pirate Penguin vs Ninja Chicken (book 1) by Ray Friesen 

    * The Return of King Doug by Greg Erb 

 

TOP 10 WEIRDEST COMICS  

1. Fun with Milk and Cheese 

2. Flaming Carrotôs Greatest Hits (Flaming Carrot, Vol.3) 

3. Billy Hazelnuts  

4. Fatman: the Human Flying Saucer 

5. Brain Boy 

6. Action Philosophers, Vol.1 

7. Godzilla vs. (Charles) Barkley  

8. Peter Porker: the Spectacular Spider-Ham  

9. Too Much Coffee Man: Guide for the Perplexed 

10. TIME LINCOLN 

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 WEIRDEST Runners-Up 

    * The Barn of Fear, No. 1 

    * The Adventures of Tony Millionaireôs Sock Monkey 

    * The Complete Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers, Vol.1 

    * The Greatest of Marlys  

    * Reaganôs Raiders 

    * $aving Can Be Fun! 

    * Sea Bear & Grizzly Shark 

    * Why I Hate Saturn 

 

Top 10 Heroes 

1. Spider-Man 

2. Captain America 

3. Batman 

4. Wolverine 

5. Rorschach / the Comedian  

6. The Maxx  

7. Iron Man  

8. V 

9. Superman 

10. Wonder Woman  

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 HEROES Runners-Up 

    * ROM: Spaceknight 

    * Bucky Barnes/the Winter Soldier 

    * Dream/the Sandman  

    * Fantastic Four 
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    * Hulk 

    * Judge Dredd  

    * Nightcrawler 

    * Silk Spectre I & II 

    * The Goon 

    * Ultimate Spider-Woman 

    * X -23 

    * The Tick 

    * The Punisher 

    * Aspen (Fathom)  

    * Lady Death  

    * Witchblade (Sara Pezzini)  

    * Elektra, Shi, & Jetta 

 

Top 10 Villains 

1. The Joker 

2. Lex Luthor 

3. Green Goblin 

4. Dark Phoenix 

5. The Red Skull 

6. Magneto 

7. Dr. Doom 

8. Venom 

9. Mystique  

10. The Lizard 

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 VILLAINS Runners-Up 

    * Doc Ock 

    * Galactus  

    * J. Jonah Jameson  

    * The Kingpin 

    * Mysterio 

    * Poison Ivy 

    * Harley Quinn 

    * Sentinels 

    * General Zod 

    * Cat Woman 

    * Loki  

    * Vampirella 

 

Top 5 WRITERS of All Time 

1. Stan Lee ï Every major Marvel character 

2. Alan Moore ï Watchmen, V for Vendetta, Top 10, Swamp Thing, Supreme, From Hell, The Killing Joke, League of Extraordinary 

Gentlemen, Superman, Batmané 

3. Jerry Siegel ï Superman 

4. Jack ñKingò Kirby  

5. Chris Claremont ï X-Men  

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 5 WRITERS of All Time  Runners-Up 

    * Will Eisner ï The Spirit, Contract with God trilogy  

    * Frank Miller ï Dark Knight Returns, Sin City, Daredevil, 300  

 

Top 5 NEW WRITERS 

1. Neil Gaiman ï Sandman, Coraline, American Gods, The Graveyard Book 

2. Mark Millar ï Wanted, Kick Ass, Marvel 1985, Superman: Red Son, Civil War; While writing Ultimate Fantastic Four, created the 

Marvel Zombie universe.   

3. Ed Brubaker ï Captain America, Criminal 

4. Brian Michael Bendis ï Ultimate Spider-Man, Civil War, Dark Reign 

5. Robert Kirkman ï Walking Dead, Marvel Zombies 

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 5 NEW WRITERS Runners-Up 

    * Greg Rucka & Paul Dini ï Detective Comics 

 

Top 10 ARTISTS of All Time 

1. Jack ñKingò Kirby 

2. John Romita Sr. AND John Romita Jr. 

3. John Byrne  

4. Neal Adams 

5. Joe Kubert 

6. Steve Ditko 

7. George Perez 

8. Will Eisner 

9. Gil Kane 

10. Joe Shuster  

11. Alex Toth  

 

Top 10 NEW ARTISTS 

1. Alex Ross ï Marvels, Avengers/Invaders, Kingdom Come, Justice, Project Superpowers 

2. Jim Lee ï All Star Batman & Robin, Hush, Superman for Tomorrow 

3. Arthur Suydam ï Marvel Zombies  

4. Ed McGuinness ï Hulk  

5. Frank Cho ï Spidey w/ Mark Millar, Jungle Girl  

6. Frank Quitely ï We3, New X-Men, All Star Superman, Batman Reborn: Batman & Robin 

7. Steve McNiven ï Wolverine: Old Man Logan, Civil War  

8. Michael Turner ï Fathom, Supergirl  

9. Marc Silvestri ï Iron Man armored Captain America, Witchblade 

10. Gabriel Ba ï Umbrella Academy 



 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
22 

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 NEW ARTISTS Runners-Up  

    * Stuart Immonen ï Superman: Secret Identity, Moving Pictures,  

    * Mark Silvestri, Rob Liefeld, and Erik Larsen  

    * Michael Turner 

    * Mike Deodato drew Wonder Woman 

    * Jim Balent's Catwoman was also revisioned in this style  

    * Ron Marz and non-T&A artists Mike Choi to its main bad girl book Witchblade  

 

Top 10 Series 

1. Sandman  

2. The Walking Dead   

3. Astro City  

4. Sin City  

5. Criminal  

6. Fables  

7. 100 Bullets  

8. Y: The Last Man   

9. Marvel Noir 

10. Hellblazer 

 

Honorable Mention ï TOP 10 SERIES Runners-Up  

    * Love & Rockets by Los Bros Hernandez 

    * Transmetropolitan by Warren Ellis 

    * Marvel Zombies by Robert Kirkman, created by Mark Millar 

    * The Goon by Eric Powell 

    * Ex Machina by Brian K. Vaughan 

    * Hate by Peter Bagge 

    * Bone by Jeff Smith 

 

1. Sandman -by- Neil Gaiman 

Series about the immortal lord of dreams, that mixes real life with mythology, history, and classic literature, creating an unique universe 

all its own.  

1. Preludes and Nocturnes (collecting The Sandman #1-8) 

2. The Doll's House (collecting The Sandman #9-16)  

3. Dream Country (collecting The Sandman #17-20)   

4. Season of Mists (collecting The Sandman #21-28)   

5. A Game of You (collecting The Sandman #32-37)    

6. Fables and Reflections (collecting The Sandman #29-31, 38-40, 50, Sandman Special #1 and Vertigo Preview #1) 

7. Brief Lives (collecting The Sandman #41-49)   

8. Worlds' End (collecting The Sandman #51-56)  

9. The Kindly Ones (collecting The Sandman #57-69 and Vertigo Jam #1)   

10. The Wake (collecting The Sandman #70-75)   

      Absolute Sandman, Vol. 1 (collecting The Sandman #01-20).  

      Absolute Sandman, Vol. 2 (collecting The Sandman #21-39).  

      Absolute Sandman, Vol. 3 (collecting The Sandman #40-56).  

      Absolute Sandman, Vol. 4 (collecting The Sandman #57-75). 

 

 2. The Walking Dead -by- Robert Kirkman  

1. Days Gone Bye (issues #1-6)  

2. Miles Behind Us (issues #7-12)  

3. Safety Behind Bars (issues #13-18)  

4. The Heart's Desire (issues #19-24)  

5. The Best Defense (issues #25-30)  

6. This Sorrowful Life (issues #31-36)  

7. The Calm Before (Issues #37-42)  

8. Made to Suffer (Issues #43-48)  

9. Here We Remain (Issues #49-52)  

10. What We Become (Issues #55-60)  

11. Fear the Hunters (Issues #61-66)  

12. Life Among Them (Issues #67-72) 

 

3. Astro City -by- Kurt Busiek 

1. Astro City: Life in the Big City (ISBN 1-56389-551-X, collects Astro City Vol. 1 #1-6)  

2. Astro City: Confession (ISBN 1-56389-550-1, collects Astro City Vol. 2 #1/2, 4-9)  

3. Astro City: Family Album (ISBN 1-56389-552-8, collects Astro City Vol. 2 #1-3, 10-13)  

4. Astro City: Tarnished Angel (ISBN 1-56389-663-X, collects Astro City Vol. 2 #14-20)  

5. Astro City: Local Heroes (ISBN 1-4012-0281-0, collects Astro City Vol. 2 #21-22, Astro City: Local Heroes #1-5, Astro 

City Special: Supersonic, "After the Fire") 

      Astro City Special: Samaritan (2006) 
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      Astro City Special: Beautie / A Character Special "Her Dark Plastic Roots" (2008)  

6. Astro City: The Dark Age (ISBN 1401220770, collects Astro City Vol. 2 #1-3, 10-13)  

      Astro City: The Dark Age Book One #1-4  

      Astro City: The Dark Age Book Two #1-4  

      Astro City: The Dark Age Book Three #1-4 ???  

 

4. Sin City -by- Frank Miller 

1. The Hard Goodbye.  Episodes #1-13 

2. A Dame to Kill For.  Issues #1-6  

3. The Big Fat Kill.  Issues #1-5 

4. That Yellow Bastard.  Issues #1-6  

5. Family Values.  A single Graphic Novel  

6. Booze, Broads, & Bullets. Various single issue ñone-shotsò collected in one book.  

7. Hell and Back: a Sin City Love Story.  Issues #1-9 

 

5. Criminal -by- Ed Brubaker and Sean Phillips 

1. Coward.  Marvel/Icon 2007 ISBN 0-7851-2439-X; Criminal #1-5  

2. Lawless.  Marvel/Icon 2007 ISBN 0-7851-2816-X; Criminal #6-10  

3. The Dead and The Dying.  Marvel/Icon 2008 ISBN 0-7851-3227-9; Criminal v.2 #1-3  

4.  Bad Night.  Marvel/Icon 2009 ISBN 0-7851-3228-7; v.2 #4-7  

5.  The Sinners.  Marvel Books 2010 ISBN 0785132295; issues #1-6 

    * 2007 winner of the Eisner Award for Best New Series.  

 

6. Fables -by- Bill Willingham 

1. Fables: Legends in Exile 

2. Fables: Animal Farm 

3. Fables: Storybook Love 

4. Fables: March of the Wooden Soldiers 

5. Fables: The Mean Seasons 

6. Fables: Homelands 

7. Fables: Arabian Nights (and Days) 

    Ą 1001 Nights of Snowfall (prequel) 

8. Fables: Wolves 

9. Fables: Sons of Empire 

10. Fables: The Good Prince 

11. Fables: War and Pieces 

12. Fables: The Dark Ages  

    * To date, Fables has won fourteen Eisner Awards. 

 

7. 100 Bullets -by- Brian Azzarello 

The series poses the moral quandary: If you could shoot and kill those you feel have wronged you, with no repercussions whatsoever, 

would you?  That question is raised again and again with different characters, until one begins to wonder ï who IS Agent Graves, the 

man who brings the gun with 100 bulletsé and why? 

1. First Shot, Last Call (issues 1-5, Vertigo Winter's Edge #3) 

2. Split Second Chance (issues 6-14) 

3. Hang up on the Hang Low (issues 15-19)  

4. A Foregone Tomorrow (issues 20-30) 

5. The Counterfifth Detective (issues 31-36) 

6. Six Feet Under The Gun (issues 37-42) 

7. Samurai (issues 43-49) 

8. The Hard Way (issues 50-58) 

9. Strychnine Lives (issues 59-67) 

10. Decayed (issues 68-75) 

11. Once Upon a Crime (issues 76-83) 

12. Dirty (issues 84-88) 

13. Wilt (issues 89-100) 

 

 8. Y: The Last Man -by- Brian K. Vaughan 

A plague sweeps the planet killing every male of every species, except for unemployed Yorick, and his pet monkey.  Yorick begins his 

journey seeking his girlfriend, and answers to why this happened. 

1. Unmanned. ISBN 1-56389-980-9, collecting issues #1-5  

2. Cycles. ISBN 1-4012-0076-1, collecting issues #6ï10  

3. One Small Step. ISBN 1-4012-0201-2, collecting issues #11ï17  

4. Safeword. ISBN 1-4012-0232-2, collecting issues #18-23  

5. Ring of Truth. ISBN 1-4012-0487-2, collecting issues #24ï31  
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6. Girl on Girl. ISBN 1-4012-0501-1, collecting issues #32ï36  

7. Paper Dolls. ISBN 1-4012-1009-0, collecting issues #37-42  

8. Kimono Dragons. ISBN 1-4012-1010-4, collecting issues #43ï48  

9. Motherland. ISBN 1-4012-1351-0, collecting issues #49-54  

10. Whys and Wherefores. ISBN 1-4012-1813-X, collecting issues #55ï60 

 

9. Marvel Noir 

1. X-Men Noir  

2. Spider-Man Noir  

3. Daredevil Noir 

4. Luke Cage Noir  

5. Punisher Noir 

6. Wolverine Noir 

7. Iron Man Noir 

8. Spider-Man Noir: Eyes Without a Face   

9. X-Men Noir: Mark of Cain 

10. X-Men Noir: Weapon X Noir 

 

10. Hellblazer 

Created in an issue of Swamp Thing by Alan Moore, John Constantine (the Hellblazer) has so far put out more than 30 collected 

volumes containing over 250 issues.  The series is notable for the writing talent that has worked on it over the years:  Jamie Delano 

(Captain Britain), Grant Morrison (JLA, the Invisibles, New X-Men), Garth Ennis (Preacher, the Authority, the Boys, Judge Dredd), 

Neil Gaiman (Sandman), Warren Ellis (Transmetropolitan, Global Frequency), Brian Azzarello (100 Bullets), Mike Carey (Lucifer), 

Andy Diggle (The Losers), Peter Milligan (Human Target, Tank Girl). 

 

OTHER NOTABLE SERIES  

 

    * Love & Rockets by Los Bros Hernandez 

Series in existence since 1981, by Gilbert Hernandez and Jaime Hernandez, aka Los Bros Hernandez.  Its stories deal with the everyday 

lives of a group of Chicano characters living in California, as well as the residents of a somewhat magical village in Latin America.  

 

    * Transmetropolitan by Warren Ellis 

Vol. 1: Back on the Street - #1-3  

Vol. 2: Lust for Life - #4-12 

Vol. 3: Year of the Bastard - #13-18 + Story from Vertigo: Winter's Edge II  

Vol. 4: The New Scum - #19-24 + Story from Vertigo: Winter's Edge III, "Next Winters"  

Vol. 5: Lonely City - #25-30  

Vol. 6: Gouge Away - #31-36  

Vol. 7: Spider's Thrash - #37-42  

Vol. 8: Dirge - #43-48  

Vol. 9: The Cure - #49-54  

Vol. 10: One More Time - #55-60  

Vol. 0: Tales of Human Waste (containing ñI Hate It Hereò and ñFilth of the Cityò)  

A collection of shorter stories, Spider's missing ñcolumns.ò   

 

    * Marvel Zombies by Robert Kirkman, created by Mark Millar 

0. Marvel Zombies: Dead Days  

(collects, Ultimate Fantastic Four #21-23 and #30-32, Marvel Zombies: Dead Days (one-shot), and Black Panther (vol. 3) 

#28-30) 

1. Marvel Zombies (collects Marvel Zombies #1-5.  August 2006, ISBN 0-7851-2277-X)  

Writer: Robert Kirkman; Artist: Sean Phillips; Cover art: Arthur Suydam 

2. Marvel Zombies 2 (collects Marvel Zombies 2 #1-5.  July 2008, ISBN 0-7851-2545-0) 

Writer: Robert Kirkman; Artist: Sean Phillips; Cover art: Arthur Suydam 

3. Marvel Zombies 3 (collects Marvel Zombies 3 #1-4.  May 2009, ISBN 0-7851-3635-5) 

Writer: Fred Van Lente; Artist: Kev Walker; Cover art: Greg Land 

4. Marvel Zombies 4 (collects Marvel Zombies 4 #1-4.  Nov. 2009, ISBN 0-7851-3917-6) 

Writer: Fred Van Lente; Artist: Kev Walker; Cover art: Greg Land 

 

    * The Goon by Eric Powell 

The Goon Vol. 0: Rough Stuff. The Goon #1-3, Avatar Press, ISBN 1593070861  

Vol. 1: Nothin' But Misery. The Goon #1-4, The Goon Color Special, self-published, ISBN 1569719985  

Vol. 2: My Murderous Childhood (And Other Grievous Yarns). The Goon #1-4, Dark Horse, ISBN 1593071094  

Vol. 3: Heaps of Ruination. The Goon #5-8, Dark Horse, ISBN 1593072929  

Vol. 4: Virtue and the Grim Consequences Thereof. The Goon #9-13, Dark Horse, ISBN 1593074565 

Vol. 5: Wicked Inclinations. The Goon #14-18, Dark Horse, ISBN 1593076460 
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Vol. 6: Chinatown. An original hardcover, Dark Horse, ISBN 1593078331 

Vol. 7: A Place of Heartache and Grief. The Goon #19-23, Dark Horse, ISBN 1595823115  

Vol. 8: Those That Is Damned. The Goon #24-27, Dark Horse, ISBN 1595823247  

Vol. 9: Calamity of Conscience. The Goon #28-31, Dark Horse, ISBN 1595823468   

The Goon: Fancy Pants Edition vol. 1 (limited edition hardcover), Dark Horse, ISBN 1593074263  

The Goon: Fancy Pants Edition vol. 2: The Rise and Fall of the Diabolical Dr Alloy (limited edition hardcover), Dark Horse, 

ISBN 1593079184 

 

    * Ex Machina by Brian K. Vaughan 

Vol. 1: The First Hundred Days. Ex Machina #1-5, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401206123  

Vol. 2: Tag. Ex Machina #6-10, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401206263  

Vol. 3: Fact V. Fiction. Ex Machina #11-16, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401209882  

Vol. 4: March to War. Ex Machina #17-20 & Ex Machina Special #1-2, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401209971  

Vol. 5: Smoke, Smoke. Ex Machina #21-25, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401213227  

Vol. 6: Power Down. Ex Machina #26-29 & "Inside the Machine" Special, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401214983  

Vol. 7: Ex Cathedra. Ex Machina #30-34, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401218598  

Vol. 8: Dirty Tricks. Ex Machina #35-40, Wildstorm, ISBN 1401225195 ï Dec. 2009 

 

    * Hate by Peter Bagge 

With over-exaggerated artwork in the vein or R. Crumb, and real life characters and problems reminiscent of Harvey Pekar, Bagge 

takes readers on a semi-autobiographical first-person walk through life.   

Vol. 1: Buddy Does Seattle: The Complete Buddy Bradley Stories from "Hate" Comics, Vol. I (collecting Hate #1-15; 1990-94), 

Fantagraphics Books 2005, ISBN 1560976233  

Vol. 2: Buddy Does Jersey: The Complete Buddy Bradley Stories from "Hate" Comics, Vol. II (collecting Hate #16-30; 1994-98), 

Fantagraphics Books 2007, ISBN 1560978376     

 

Bone -by- Jeff Smith 

1. Out from Boneville. 1995, collecting issues #1ï6  

2. The Great Cow Race. 1996, collecting issues #7ï11  

3. Eyes of the Storm. 1996, collecting issues #12ï19  

4. The Dragonslayer. 1997, collecting issues #20ï27  

5. Rock Jaw: Master of the Eastern Border. 1998, collecting issues #28ï32  

6. Old Man's Cave. 1999, collecting issues #33ï37  

7. Ghost Circles. 2001, collecting issues #38ï43  

8. Treasure Hunters. 2002, collecting issues #44ï49  

9. Crown of Horns. 2004, collecting issues #50ï55 

 

Bibliography ~ Non-Fiction (books about graphic novels, comics, etc.) 

 

The 101 Best Graphic Novels 

Author: Stephen Weiner 

NBM Publishing/ Nantier Beall Minoustchine, 2006 

ISBN: 1561634433  

 

500 Essential Graphic Novels: the Ultimate Guide 

Author: Gene Kannenberg, Jr. 

Collins Design, 2008 

ISBN: 0061474517  

 

Alan Moore's writing for comics. Vol. 1 

Author: Moore, Alan 

Avatar Press, 2003 

ISBN: 1592910122 

 

Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature  

Author: Charles Hatfield  

University Press of Mississippi, 2005 

ISBN: 1578067197   

Summary: Hatfield, an Associate Professor of English at California State University Northridge, presents a critical study of óalternativeô 

comics, including works by Harvey Pekar and R. Crumb.  

 

Attitude 2: The New Subversive Alternative Cartoonists 

Author: Ted Rall  

Nantier Beall Minoustchine Publishing, 2004 

ISBN: 156163381X 
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Attitude 3: The New Subversive Online Cartoonists  

Author: Ted Rall  

Nantier Beall Minoustchine Publishing, 2006 

ISBN: 1561634654  

 

Batman and philosophy : the dark knight of the soul 

Editor: Mark D. White and Robert Arp. 

John Wiley & Sons, c2008 

ISBN: 0470270306  

 

Bat-Manga! : the secret history of Batman in Japan 

Written and Artist: Jiro Kuwata; and collected by Chip Kidd, Geoff Spear, Saul Ferris; translated by Anne Ishii and Chip Kidd. 

Pantheon Books, 2008 

ISBN: 0375425454  

 

Becoming Batman: the Possibility of a Superhero 

Author: Dr. E. Paul Zehr 

The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008 

ISBN: 0801890632 

  

The Best of Simon and Kirby 

Editor: Steve Saffel 

Author: Joe Simon & Jack Kirby 

Titan Books, 2009 

ISBN: 1845769317  

Summary: More than two dozen complete comics by the Simon & Kirby, the men who created Captain America.  Stories range from 

superheroes, romance, horror, westerns, crime, sci-fi, and war.  Features an introduction by Joe Simon. 

 

Caped crusaders 101 : composition through comic books 

Author: Jeffrey Kahan and Stanley Stewart 

McFarland & Co., 2006  

ISBN: 0786425326  

 

Comic Book Culture: Fanboys and True Believers 

Author: Matthew J. Pustz 

University Press of Mississippi, 2000  

ISBN: 1578062012   

Summary:  A fairly exhaustive study of the fans of comic books.   

 

Comic Book Encyclopedia: the Ultimate Guide to Characters, Graphic Novels, Writers, and Artists in the Comic Book Universe  

Author: Ron Goulart  

It Books, 2004 

ISBN: 0060538163 

 

Comic Book Nation: The Transformation of Youth Culture in America  

Author: Bradford W. Wright  

Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001 

ISBN: 080186514X  

 

Comic Books 101: the History, Methods and Madness   

Author: Chris Ryall & Scott Tipton  

Impact Books, 2009 

ISBN: 1600611877 

 

Comic Books as History: the Narrative Art of Jack Jackson, Art Spiegelman, and Harvey Pekar 

Author: Witek, Joseph 

University of Mississippi Press, 1999 

ISBN 0878054057 

 

Comics and Sequential Art: Principles and Practices from the Legendary Cartoonist  

(Will Eisner Instructional Series, Vol. 1)  

Author: Eisner, Will 

W. W. Norton & Company, 1985 / 2008 

ISBN 0393331261  
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Comics as Philosophy   

Editor: Jeff McLaughlin  

University Press of Mississippi, 2005 

ISBN 1578067944  

 

Comics Encyclopedia 

Senior ed. Alastair Dougall 

Author: Phil Jimenez 

DK Publishing, 2007  

ISBN: 075660592X 

 

The Complete Idiot's Guide to Creating a Graphic Novel, 2nd Edition 

Author: Eisner, Will and Frank Miller 

Alpha/Penguin Group USA, 2009 

ISBN 1592579426  

 

Cover Run: The DC Comics Art of Adam Hughes 

Artist: Adam Hughes 

DC Comics, June 2010 

ISBN: 1401227821 

Summary: A collection of the Eisner Award winning artistôs work for DC Comics, including Wonder Woman, Catwoman, and more.  

 

The Dark Age: Grim, Great & Gimmicky Post-Modern Comics   

Author: Mark Voger 

TwoMorrows Publishing, 2006  

ISBN: 1893905535  

 

The DC Comics Encyclopedia: Updated and Expanded Edition 

Author: Michael Teitelbaum, Scott Beatty, Robert Greenburger, Daniel Wallace 

Cover Art: Alex Ross 

DK Publishing, 2008 

ISBN: 0756641195  

 

THE DIRECTORY of Comic Book and Graphic Novel Publishers - 2nd Edition  

Author: Staff of Tinsel Road Books 

Tinsel Road Books, 2009 

ISBN: 0981943136   

 

Drawing Words & Writing Pictures: Making Comics: Manga, Graphic Novels, and Beyond 

Writer: Jessica Abel, Matt Madden  

Artist: Jessica Abel, Matt Madden  

First Second Books/Roaring Brook Press/Holtzbrinck Publishers, 2008 

ISBN: 1596431318  

Summary: A how-to on writing and drawing comic books and graphic novels. 

 

Eisner/Miller: One on One 

Author: Eisner, Will and Frank Miller 

Dark Horse, 2005 

ISBN 1569717559 

 

Encyclopedia of Comic Books and Graphic Novels 

Editor: M. Keith Booker 

Greenwood Press, 2010 

ISBN: 0-313-35746-3  

 

The Essential Batman Encyclopedia  

Writer: Robert Greenberger 

Del Rey, 2008 

ISBN: 0345501063  

Summary: A thorgoughly exhaustive study of Batman, the ñDark Knight.ò  Cataloging and expositing and every cohort and villain from 

Batmanôs creation in 1939 through 2007.  400 pages.  

 

The Essential Wonder Woman Encyclopedia  
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Writer: Phil Jimenez, John Wells 

Artist: various; cover by Adam Hughes 

Del Rey, April 2010 

ISBN: 0345501071  

Summary: Every origin story (real, imagined, and reinterpreted) of William Moulton Marstonôs greatest creation: Wonder Woman.  

Biographies of all the major characters, color and black and white pictures, and running nearly 500 pages.  

  

Excelsior! : the amazing life of Stan Lee  

Author: Stan Lee & George Mair 

Fireside, 2002 

ISBN: 0684873052  

 

Expressive Anatomy for Comics and Narrative: Principles and Practices from the Legendary Cartoonist 

(Will Eisner Instructional Series, Vol. 3)  

Author: Eisner, Will 

W. W. Norton & Company, 2005 / 2008 

ISBN 0393331288  

 

The Extraordinary Works of Alan Moore: Indispensable Edition 

Author: George Khoury, Alan Moore 

TwoMorrows Publishing, 2008 

ISBN: 1605490091  

Summary: A biography and pictorial history of both the man and his work, which includes Watchmen, V for Vendetta, The League of 

Extraordinary Gentlemen, Swamp Thing, and more. 

 

Fantastic Art of Arthur Suydam 

Artist: Arthur Suydam 

Vanguard Productions, 2005 

ISBN: 1887591834  

 

Faster than a speeding bullet : the rise of the graphic novel  

Author: Stephen Weiner and Will Eisner 

NBM Publishing, 2003.  

ISBN: 1561633674 

 

Going Graphic : Comics at Work in the Multilingual Classroom 

Author:  Stephen Cary  

Heinemann, 2004 

ISBN: 0325004757  

 

Graphic Novels : a Genre Guide to Comic Books, Manga, and More  

Author:  Pawuk, Michael.  

Libraries Unlimited, 2007 

ISBN: 159158132X  

 

Graphic Novels: Beyond the Basics 

Editor: Martha Cornog & Timothy Perper 

Libraries Unlimited, 2009 

ISBN: 1591584787  

 

Graphic Novels: Everything You Need To Know 

Author: Paul Gravett and Peter Stanbury 

St. Martinôs Press / HarperCollins Publishers, 2005 

ISBN: 0060824255 

 

Graphic novels in your media center : a definitive guide 

Author: Lyga, Allyson A. W.  

Libraries Unlimited, 2004. 

ISBN: 1591581427  

 

Graphic novels now : building, managing, and marketing a dynamic collection 

Author:  Goldsmith, Francisca  

American Library Association, 2005 

ISBN: 0838909043  
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Graphic Storytelling and Visual Narrative 

(Will Eisner Instructional Series, Vol. 2)  

Author: Eisner, Will 

W. W. Norton & Company, 1996 / 2008 

ISBN 039333127X   

 

History and Politics in French-Language Comics and Graphic Novels 

Editor: Mark McKinney 

University Press of Mississippi, 2008 

ISBN 1604730048    

 

Holy Sh*t! The Worldôs Weirdest Comic Books 

Author: Paul Gravett and Peter Stanbury 

St. Martinós Press, 2009 

ISBN: 0312533950 

 

The Incredible Internet Guide to Comic Books & Superheroes 

Author: James R. Flowers 

Facts on Demand Press, 2000 

ISBN: 1889150150  

Summary: If youôre new to comics and graphic novels, this is a good place to find information online.  Then again, a simple Google 

search will get you any of this information as well.   

 

The Insider's Guide to Creating Comics and Graphic Novels 

Author: Andy Schmidt 

Impact, 2009 

ISBN: 1600610226  

 

Jack Kirby Checklist: Gold Edition 

Author: Richard Kolkman, John Morrow, et al 

TwoMorrows Publishing, 1998 / 2008 

ISBN: 1605490059  

Summary: A complete list of every comic published to feature work by Jack "King" Kirby.  Also has detailed listings of other formats 

his work appeared in (books, posters, magazines, periodicals), as well as unpublished works. 

 

The Jewish Graphic Novel: Critical Approaches 

Editor: Samantha Baskind  

Rutgers University Press, 2010 

ISBN: 081354775X  

Summary: A collection of essays on prominent Jewish graphic novelists like Art Spiegelman and Will Eisner, as well as discussions on 

Jewish portrayals and holocaust memoirs. 

 

Jim Lee Millennium Edition: Wizard Collects the Works of a Comics Art Master 

Artist: Jim Lee 

Wizard Entertainment, 2004 

ISBN: 0974325333  

 

Kirby Five-Oh!: Celebrating 50 Years Of The "King" Of Comics 

Author: John Morrow 

TwoMorrows Publishing, 2008 

ISBN: 1893905896  

Summary: A 50-year retrospective on Jack ñKingò Kirby.  Oversized volume includes the his best 50 comic book covers, best 50 

superhero/character designs, the 50 people most influenced by him, a 50-page gallery of his artwork, the 50 best unused pieces of his 

art, and his best story published each of those 50 years, from 1938-1987. 

 

Kirby: King of Comics 

Author: Mark Evanier 

Abrams Books, 2008 

ISBN: 081099447X 

Summary: Everything you need to know about the life and work of a true comics giant, Jack ñKingò Kirby.  Introduction by Neil 

Gaiman. 

 

The Librarian's Guide to Graphic Novels for Children and Tweens 

Author: David S. Serchay 

Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2008 
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ISBN: 1555706266  

  

Legends : The History of Painted Comics  

Author: Chris Lawrence, Alex Ross 

Diamond Comic Distributors/Dynamite Entertainment, July 2010 

ISBN: 1606900870  

 

Making Comics: Storytelling Secrets of Comics, Manga and Graphic Novels 

Author: McCloud, Scott  

Harper, 2006 

ISBN 0060780940  

 

Mammoth Book of Best Crime Comics  

Editor: Paul Gravett 

Publisher: Running Press, 2008 

ISBN: 0762433949, 978-0762433940 

 

Manga: Sixty Years of Japanese Comics 

Author: Gravett, Paul 

HarperCollins Design International, 2004 

ISBN 1856693910 

 

Marc Silvestri Millennium Edition: Wizard Collects the Works of a Comics Art Master 

Artist: Marc Silvestri  

Wizard Entertainment, 2006 

ISBN: 0977861317  

 

The Marvel Encyclopedia: the Definitive Guide to the Characters of the Marvel Universe: Updated and Expanded 

Author: Tom DeFalco, Tom Brevoort, Peter Sanderson, Andrew Darling, Matt Forbeck, Michael Teitelbaum, Daniel Wallace  

Cover Art: Brandon Peterson  

DK Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 0756655307 (Revised Edition)  

 

Marvel Zombies: the Covers 

Artist: Arthur Suydam, Greg Land, Kyle Hotz 

Marvel Comics, 2007 

ISBN: 0785129081  

 

Men of Tomorrow: Geeks, Gangsters, and the Birth of the Comic Book 

Jones, Gerard  

Basic Books, 2004 

ISBN 0465036570 

 

Mythology: the DC Comics Art of Alex Ross 

Author: Chip Kidd 

Artist: Alex Ross 

Pantheon Press, 2005 

ISBN: 0375714626  

 

Our Gods Wear Spandex: the Secret History of Comic Book Heroes  

Author: Chris Knowles  

Artist: Joseph Michael Linsner  

Weiser Books, 2007  

ISBN: 1578634067  

 

The Physics of Superheroes: Spectacular Second Edition   

Author: James Kakalios 

Gotham Books, 2009  

ISBN: 1592405088 

 

The Power of Comics: History, Form and Culture 

Author: Randy Duncan & Matthew J. Smith 

Cover Art: David Stoddard  

Continuum Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 0826429351  
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The Psychology of Superheroes 

Author: Robin Rosenberg PhD (editor) 

Benbella Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1933771313 

 

The Readers Advisory Guide to Graphic Novels  

Author: Goldsmith, Francisca  

ALA/American Library Association Editions, 2009 

ISBN: 0838910084    

 

Reading Comics: how graphic novels work and what they mean 

Author: Wolk, Douglas.  

Da Capo Press, 2007 

ISBN: 0306815095  

 

Reinventing Comics: How Imagination and Technology Are Revolutionizing an Art Form  

Author: McCloud, Scott  

Harper Paperbacks, 2000 

ISBN 0060953500  

 

The Rough guide to graphic novels 

Author: Fingeroth, Danny 

Rough Guides / Penguin Group, 2008 

ISBN: 1843539934 

 

The Science of Superheroes  

Author: Lois H. Gresh, Robert Weinberg 

Wiley, 2003  

ISBN: 0471468827 

   

The Science of Supervillains  

Author: Lois H. Gresh, Robert Weinberg 

Wiley, 2005  

ISBN: 0471482056 

 

The Spider-Man Handbook: The Ultimate Training Manual  

Author: Seth Grahame-Smith 

Quirk Books, 2006  

ISBN: 1594741255  

Summary:  The author of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, and Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter writes this tongue-in-cheek 

handbook on how to be Spider-Man.  Everything from making a costume, to building web shooters, fighting off an exploding pumpkin 

attack is here.  Foreward by comics legend, Stan Lee. 

 

The Superhero Book: the Ultimate Encyclopedia of Comic-Book Icons and Hollywood Heroes 

Editor: Gina Misiroglu, David A. Roach 

Omnigraphics, Inc., 2005  

ISBN: 0780807723  

 

Super Heroes: A Modern Mythology (Studies in Popular Culture) 

Author:  Richard Reynolds 

University Press of Mississippi, 1994 

ISBN: 0878056947 

 

Superheroes and Philosophy: Truth, Justice, and the Socratic Way 

Editor: Tom Morris and Matt Morris 

Open Court, 2005 

ISBN: 0812695739 

 

Superheroes and SuperEGOs : Analyzing the Minds Behind the Masks 

Author: Sharon Packer M.D. 

Praeger Press, 2009 

ISBN: 0313355363    

 

Superheroes!: Capes and Crusaders in Comics and Films 
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Author:  Kaveney, Roz 

I. B. Tauris, 2008 

ISBN: 1845115694  

Summary: Study of the superhero genre, including chapters on narrative structure, feature films, and Alan Mooreôs Watchmen.  

 

The Superhero Handbook 

Author: Michael Powell 

Sterling Publishing, 2005  

ISBN: 140272991X 

 

Superhero: The Secret Origin of a Genre  

Author: Peter Coogan  

MonkeyBrain Books, 2006 

ISBN: 193226518X 

 

Superman on the Couch: What Superheroes Really Tell Us About Ourselves and Our Society  

Author: Danny Fingeroth; Foreword by Stan Lee 

Continuum, 2004 

ISBN: 0826415393 

 

Superman vs. Hollywood: How Fiendish Producers, Devious Directors, and Warring Writers Grounded an American icon 

Author: Jake Rossen; Forward by Mark Millar 

Chicago Review Press/An A Capella Book, 2008 

ISBN: 1556527314  

Summary: Details the history of the people involved in the making of the many incarnations of Superman, including the serials, 

cartoons, radio show, various television shows, and feature films.  An excellent companion to this is the documentary film, Look! Up In 

the Sky! 

 

Supermen! : the first wave of comic-book heroes 1936-1941 

Editor: Greg Sadowski; Foreword by Jonathan Lethem 

Fantagraphics, 2009 

ISBN: 1560979712  

 

Supervillains and Philosophy (Popular Culture and Philosophy series) 

Editor: Ben Dyer 

Open Court Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 0812696697 

 

The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and How It Changed America  

Author: David Hajdu  

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008 

ISBN: 0374187673 

 

This Book Contains Graphic Language: Comics As Literature  

Author: Rocco Versaci  

Continuum, 2007 

ISBN: 0826428789  

 

Understanding Comics : the invisible art 

Author: McCloud, Scott  

HarperPerennial, 1994 

ISBN 006097625X  

Summary: Quite possibly the single most definitive non-fiction work on comics, by the man known as the ñAristotle of Comics.ò   

 

Understanding Manga and Anime 

Author: Robin E. Brenner   

Libraries Unlimited, 2007 

ISBN 1591583322 

 

Was Superman A Spy? 

Author: Brian Cronin 

Plume, 2009 

ISBN: 0452295327  

Summary: 65 online columns in print, plus 65 new pieces expounding on comic book myths and urban legends. 

*BEST NON-FICTION BOOK ABOUTé FICTIONS  



 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
33 

Watchmen and Philosophy: A Rorschach Test (The Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture Series)  

Editor: Mark D. White 

John Wiley & Sons, 2009 

ISBN: 0470396857 

 

Watchmen as Literature: A Critical Study of the Graphic Novel  

Author: Sara J. Van Ness  

McFarland, 2010 

ISBN: 0786444754  

 

Watchmen : the Art of the Film  

Author: Aperlo, Peter 

Titan Books, 2009 

ISBN: 1848560680  

 

Watchmen : portraits 

Photography by Clay Enos; Foreword by Zach Snyder 

Titan, 2009 

ISBN: 1848560699 

 

Wolverine : inside the world of the living weapon 

Author: Matthew K. Manning 

DK Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 0756645476  

 

Wonder Woman: Amazon. Hero. Icon.   

Writer: Jeff Oak, Bob Greenberger  

Artist: various 

Universe Publishing, April 2010 

ISBN: 0789320355 

Summary: An exhaustive study of the most popular female superhero of all time, from the 1940ôs to the present.  Discusses the 

character as a role model, how the character has changed over the past 60+ years, her impact on other comics, and more.  Containing 

more than 250 illustrations from Alex Ross, Jim Lee, George Perez, and more, with a foreword by Perez.  

 

Writing and Illustrating the Graphic Novel: Everything You Need to Know to Create Great Graphic Works 

Writer: Mike Chinn  

Barron's Educational Series, 2004 

ISBN: 0764127888 

 

X-Men and Philosophy: Astonishing Insight and Uncanny Argument in the Mutant X-Verse  

(The Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture Series) 

Author: William Irwin (editor) 

Wiley, 2009 

ISBN: 0470413409  

 

Bibliography ~ FICTION (novels based on, or about, superheroes) 

 

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay 

Author: Chabon, Michael 

Random House, 2000 

ISBN 0312282990 

 

Book of Lies 

Author: Brad Meltzer 

Grand Central Pub., 2008 

ISBN: 044657788X 

Summary: A labarynthine tale connecting ancient sects, a lost book, and the death of Jerry Siegelôs father (Siegel created Superman). 

 

Enemies & Allies 

Author: Anderson, Kevin J. 

William Morrow Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 0061662550 

 

Superfolks 

Author: Robert Mayer 
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St. Martin's Griffin, 2005 

ISBN: 0312339925  

 

Last Days of Krypton 

Author: Anderson, Kevin J. 

William Morrow Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 006166255 

 

Soon I Will Be Invincible 

Author: Austin Grossman 

Pantheon Press, 2007 

ISBN: 0375424865   

Summary: The sometimes tongue-in-cheek tale of Doctor Impossible, and his plans for world domination. 

 

Bibliography ï Graphic Novels  

The Big List:  A list of graphic novels well worth reading 

  

The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation 

Writer: Sid Jacobson 

Artist: Ernie Colon 

Hill & Wang Publishing, 2006 

ISBN: 0809057395  

Summary: A visual representation of the 9/11 report, detailing the events of September 11, 2001 beginning at 8:00 AM.  With 13 

chapters in all, chapters 7 - 10 break down the events leading up to the day, including the training of the hijackers, while 11 - 13 discuss 

the 9/11 Commissionôs recommendations and steps to be taken to prevent such a tragedy from occurring again. 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

  

30 Days of Night 

Writer: Steve Niles 

Artist: Ben Templesmith 

IDW Publishing/Dark Horse, 2002- 

ISBN: 0971977550 

Summary: Welcome to Barrow Alaska, where the sun doesnôt shine for a full month every year. By the way, hereôs the new folks in 

town - vampires. 

 

32 Stories: The Complete Optic Nerve Mini-Comics 

Writer: Adrian Tomine 

Artist: Adrian Tomine 

Drawn and Quarterly 

1998, ISBN: 1896597009 

2009 Deluxe Edition, ISBN 1897299761 

Summary: Tomineôs first collection of comics.  While Shortcomings may be his best, these short tales are invaluable in seeing the 

growth of a great artist. 

 

100 Bullets, Vol. 1: First Shot, Last Call 

Writer: Brian Azzarello 

Artist: Eduardo Risso 

DC Comics, 1999- 

ISBN: 1563896451 

Summary: A man youôve never met reveals to you the name of the person that has wronged you; the reason your life is so miserable. He 

then gives you a briefcase containing a gun with 100 bullets.  The gun and the bullets are untraceable.  If you use the gun to dispatch 

this person, you will never be sought by or caught by the police.  This is the moral dilemma faced by person after person in 100 Bullets.  

Over the course of the series, we see that an underlying story is also being told ï who is the man with the briefcases?  Who did he work 

for?  Why are those people after him, now?  Engaging, thrilling, and thought-provoking.  

* Which volume is the best?  I would be tempted to say Vol. 2: Split Second Chance, or Vol. 11: Once Upon a Crime, but you have to 

start with Volume 1  and get the whole story.  The first one can be a bit dense with slang, but the second story really gets it going. 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

300 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Frank Miller, Lynn Varley 

Dark Horse, 1998 

ISBN: 1569714029 

Summary: A fictionalized account of the battle of Thermopylae, 480 BC.  It was here that Spartan King Leonidas and his army of 300 
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would willingly face off against a Persian army of 200,000 or more.  Zack Snyder would direct an impressive film version.  Another 

good take is the History Channel documentary, Last Stand of the 300.   

 

A 

 

The Abandoned 

Writer: Ross Campbell 

Artist: Ross Campbell 

TokyoPop, 2006 

ISBN: 1598164341 

Summary: The classic zombie story gets some real emotional depth. 

  

Across the Universe: the DC Universe Stories of Alan Moore 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Dave Gibbons, Brian Bolland, Curt Swan 

DC Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1401200877 

Summary: Many of the great single and double comic book stories by the Man Who Wrote Watchmen, collected together. 

 

Action Philosophers, Vol.1 

Writer: Fred Van Lente 

Artist: Ryan Dunlavey 

Evil Twin Comics, 2005 

Summary: The lives and philosophies of Plato, Neitzsche, Sigmund Freud, Ayn Rand, Thomas Jefferson, and more.  Actually, a fairly 

good primer, while funny at the same time. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Adventures in Oz 

Writer: L. Frank Baum, Eric Shanower 

Artist: Eric Shanower 

IDW Publishing, 2006 

ISBN: 1933239611  

Summary: Shanower has written & adapted a number of Baumôs Oz books.  This one is in contention with his work at Marvel Comics, 

2009ôs The Wonderful Wizard of  Oz, as the best.  Read both to compare.  The artwork in this one is classically done, but the work in 

both is stellar. 

* C, All Ages 

 

The Adventures of Rabbi Harvey: A Graphic Novel of Jewish Wisdom And Wit in the Wild West 

Writer: Steve Sheinkin 

Artist: Steve Sheinkin 

Jewish Lights Publishing, 2006 

ISBN: 1580233104 

Summary: A mix of traditional and original Jewish folktales, set in the Wild West.   

 

The Adventures of Tony Millionaireôs Sock Monkey 

Writer: Tony Millionaire 

Artist: Tony Millionaire 

Dark Horse, 2000 

ISBN: 1569714908 

Summary: Though the cover may make it look so, this is not a book for children.  Odd, bizarre, and fun. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Akira, Vol.1 

Writer: Katsuhiro Otomo 

Artist: Katsuhiro Otomo 

Translation: Toren Smith & Studio Proteus 

Dark Horse, 2000- 

ISBN: 1569714983 

Summary: The first manga (Japanese comic book) to be a hit in the U.S.  Set in a dystopian, future Japan after World War III. 

 

ALEC: The Years Have Pants 

Writer: Eddie Campbell 

Artist: Eddie Campbell 

Top Shelf Productions, 2009 
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ISBN: 1603090258 (pbk), 1603090479 (hc)  

Summary: A sort-of Australian Harvey Pekar, Eddie Campbell tells his autobiography graphically through the character of Alec 

MacGarry.  This 640-page volume collects all the óAlecô stories from 1981 to the present.   

 

Alias (Volume 1) 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Michael Gaydos 

Marvel Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 0785111417 

Summary: Jessica Jones is a former superhero whoôs become a private detective.  Bendis breathes real life and depth into this character, 

and writes great dialogue, too.  Heôs created a character that walks the neighborhood of superheroes, but is decidedly apart from them, 

and all too human.  Each of the four volumes in this series is worth reading. 

 

All Star Batman & Robin, the Boy Wonder, Vol. 1 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Jim Lee 

DC Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 1401220088 

Summary: Frank Miller rewrote the book on Batman with The Dark Knight Returns.  He did it again with Batman: Year One.  And, 

amazingly, he does it yet again here.  A bit lighter in tone than the others, itôs no less fun, or important. 

 

Almost Silent 

Writer: Van Jensen 

Artist: Dustin Higgins 

SLG Publishing, 2010 (2004, 2006, 2007) 

ISBN: 978-1606993156 

Summary:  A collection, reprinting Tell Me Something, You Can't Get There From Here, The Living and the Dead, and Meow, Baby!  

Astounding work, usually told without any words whatsoever. 

 

American Vampire 

Writer: Scott Snyder, Stephen King  

Artist: Rafael Albuquerque 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2010 (Oct.) 

ISBN: 1401228305  

Summary: Snyder, prose author of the short story collection Voodoo Heart, and comics writer of Iron Man: Noir, works with acclaimed 

author Stephen King in his first original work for comics.  Here, they tell two stories of vampires, one in the wild west, and one in the 

1920ôs.   

 

American Widow 

Writer: Alissa Torres 

Artist: Sungyoon Choi 

Villard Books/Random House, 2008 

ISBN: 0345500695  

Summary: The authorôs husband started work in the World Trade Center on September 10, 2001. The next day would bring the 9/11 

terrorist attacks, and make her a widow.  This book details the year immediately following ï working through the grief of her husband, 

the birth of their child, and more.   

 

Area 10  

Writer: Christos Gage 

Artist: Chris Samnee  

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401210678 

Summary: A writer for both TVôs Law and Order, as well as Spider-Man and Iron Man comics, Gage gives us a noir story of a hard-

boiled detective investigating a murder, when he suddenly develops unusual powers.  Slick and a little supernatural. 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

Arkham Asylum: Madness 

Writer: Sam Kieth 

Artist: Sam Kieth 

DC Comics, June 2010 

ISBN: 1401223370  

Summary: Kieth is the writer/artist/creator of The MAXX, and this is his take on the Batman universe and the inhabitants of Arkham 

Asylum for the Criminally Insane. 
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Army of Darkness: Old School 

Writer: James Kuhoric 

Artist: Kevin Sharpe 

Dynamite Entertainment, 2006 

ISBN: 1933305185  

Summary: Ash, hero from the Evil Dead movie series, returns to the cabin in the woods 

 

The Arrival 

Writer: Shaun Tan 

Artist: Shaun Tan 

Arthur A. Levine Books, 2007 

ISBN: 0439895294 

Summary: All the strife and hardships of being an immigrant in a strange, new land, told without a single printed word. 

 

Artemis Fowl: The Graphic Novel 

Writer: Eoin Colfer, Andrew Donkin 

Artist: Giovanni Rigano 

Hyperion Books, 2007 

ISBN: 0786848812 

Summary: The first graphic novel, based on the first book in the Artemis Fowl series (7 books as of August 2010).  Artemis is a 12-year 

old criminal mastermind who, in this episode, is bent on stealing gold from a group of fairies. 

* C, Teens  

 

Artemis Fowl, the Graphic Novel #2: the Arctic Incident 

Writer: Eoin Colfer, Andrew Donkin 

Artist: Giovanni Rigano 

Hyperion Books, 2009 

ISBN: 1423114078  

Summary: The second graphic novel adaptation, based on the second book in the Artemis Fowl series (7 books as of August 2010).  

Artemis is now 13, and must team up with an enemy to put down a bad guy and save his father.  

* C, Teens  

 

Asterios Polyp 

Writer: David  Mazzucchelli  

Artist: David Mazzucchelli 

Pantheon Books, 2009 

ISBN: 0307377326 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

Astonishing X-Men, Vol.1 

Writer: Joss Whedon 

Artist: John Cassaday 

Marvel Comics, 2006 

ISBN: 0785117334 

Summary: Whedon, writer/director of Firefly/Serenity and the Buffy the Vampire Slayer TV series, takes his shot at reinventing and 

reinvigorating the X-Men.   

 

Astro City, Vol. 1: Life in the Big City 

Writer: Kurt Busiek 

Artist: Brent Eric Anderson 

Cover art: Alex Ross 

DC/Wildstorm, 1996 

ISBN: 156389551X 

Summary: Busiek takes DCôs Superman (among others) and Marvelôs Fantastic Four (among others), and reinvents them along with a 

few of his own, and creates his own wonderful, retro world of heroes. 

 

The Authority: Relentless 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: Bryan Hitch 

Wildstorm, 2000 

ISBN: 1563896613 

Summary: A team of superheroes formed to deal with global threats, from terrorists to alien invasions.  The characters and settings are 

decidedly post-modern, more realistic people. 
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B 

 

BB Wolf and the Three LPs 

Writer: J.D. Arnold 

Artist: Rich Koslowski 

Top Shelf Productions, June/July 2010 

ISBN: 1603090290, 978-1-60309-029-2  

Summary: A tale of revenge, racism, and murder, set in the birth place of the blues, the Mississippi Delta of the 1920ôs (while clothed 

in the story of the Three Little Pigs).  

 

Bad Girls  

Writer: Steve Vance  

Artist: Jennifer Graves & Christine Norrie 

DC Comics, 2003 / 2009 

ISBN: 1401223591 

Summary: The 5-issue 2004 comic books series, collected.  Four cheerleaders gain superpowers and wreak havoc on their school. Itôs 

up to the new girl in school to get superpowers herself and stop them. 

* Teens, YA  

 

The Ballad of Sleeping Beauty  

Writer: Gabriel Benson 

Artist: Mike Hawthorne 

Image Comics, 2006 

ISBN: 0976686007 

Summary: The classic fairy tale meets the wild west. 

 

Barefoot Gen, Vol.1: a Cartoon Story of Hiroshima 

Writer: Keiji Nakazawa 

Artist: Keiji Nakazawa 

Last Gasp of San Francisco, 2004- 

ISBN: 0867196025 

Summary: This is the first of ten volumes, each about 250 pages long.  Keiji was seven years old, living in Hiroshima, when the atomic 

bomb was dropped.  Volume introduces you to the author, his mother, friends and neighbors, making the story that much more 

personal.  This manga series was also adapted as two anime films, three live action films, and a two-night live action television show. 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

The Barn of Fear, No. 1 

Writer: various 

Artist: Alfredo P. Alcala, & various 

Comic Art Gallery, 1977 

Summary: Farm animals exact their revenge! 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Batgirl: Year One 

Writer: Chuck Dixon 

Artist: Scotty Beatty 

DC Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 140120080X 

 

Batman: Absolution 

Writer: J.M. DeMatteis 

Artist: Brian Ashmore 

DC Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 1563899345 

Summary: Batman works largely as a detective to track down home-grown terrorists who killed innocents at Wayne Industries.  The 

question of right and wrong, damnation and salvation is discussed throughout.  

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

Batman: Arkham Asylum 

Writer: Grant Morrison 

Artist: Dave McKean 

DC Comics, 1989 

ISBN: 093028948X 

Summary: The Joker and other inmates of Arkham Asylum stage a bloody revolt.  Drawn by the outstanding artist of the Sandman 
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covers. 

 

Batman: Cacophony  

Writer: Kevin Smith 

Artist: Walt Flanagan, Sandra Hope 

DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401224180  

Summary: A Batman story featuring the Joker and new villain Onomatopoeia, by the director of Clerks and Chasing Amy. 

 

Batman: Detective No. 27 

Writer: Michael Uslan 

Artist: Peter Snejbjerg 

DC Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1401201857 

Summary: This ñalternate historyò story puts Bruce Wayne in 1939, as part of group of detectives trying to solve the 75-year old 

mystery stretching from the assassination of Abraham Lincoln to their present.  The ñFootnotes to Historyò in the back give a page by 

page description of the real historical elements and events these fictional characters work through, making it a must-read for kids and 

history buffs alike.  

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

Batman: Hush, Vols. 1 & 2 

Writer: Jeph Loeb 

Artist: Jim Lee, Scott Williams 

DC Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1401200613 (v. 1) 

ISBN: 1401200923 (v. 2) 

Summary: Before Jeph Loeb wrote the TV show Heroes into the ground, he wrote comics very well.  These are two of them.  

Superman, Robin, Catwoman, the Joker, the Riddler, and many more turn up in this two-part detective tale. 

 

Batman R.I.P. 

Writer: Grant Morrison 

Artist: Tony Daniel 

DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401220908 

 

Batman: The Dark Knight Returns 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Frank Miller, Klaus Janson, Lynn Varley 

DC Comics, 1986 

ISBN: 0930289153 

Summary: This book, along with Alan Mooreôs Watchmen, deconstructs the superhero in a real-world way, and heralded in a new age 

of comics. 

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

Batman: the Long Halloween 

Writer: Jeph Loeb 

Artist: Tim Sales 

DC Comics, 1998 

ISBN: 1563894270 

 

Batman: the Man Who Laughs 

Writer: Ed Brubaker 

Artist: Doug Mahnke 

DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401216269  

Summary: Brubaker, writer of Captain America and the noir series Criminal, gets the chance to write the story of the first meeting of 

Batman and the Joker.  They couldnôt have picked a better writer to do just that. 

 

Batman: The Widening Gyre 

Writer: Kevin Smith 

Artist: Walt Flanagan 

DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401228755  

Summary: Film director Kevin Smith writes his second mini-series on the Dark Knight.  
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Batman: Whatever Happened to the Caped Crusader? (Deluxe Edition) 

Writer: Neil Gaiman 

Artist: Andy Kubert 

DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401223036 

Summary: Story regarding the possible death of Batman by the author of Sandman and Coraline.  Also contains previous Batman 

stories by Gaiman, from Secret Origins #36, Secret Origins Special #1, and Batman Black And White #2. 

 

Batman: Year One 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: David Mazzucchelli 

DC Comics, 1988 

ISBN: 0930289331  

Summary: Miller returns to Batman after The Dark Knight Returns, to tell the story of Bruce Wayne starting down the road of the Bat.  

We see him meet and begin his relationship with a young police detective, Gordon, and decide to fashion a mask and costume.  One of 

a handful of definitive stories about the Batman, and a huge inspiration in the making of the film, Batman Begins. 

 

Bayou  

Writer: Jeremy Love 

Artist: Jeremy Love 

Zuda/DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401223826  

Summary: A ñwebcomicsò online story, compiled here in book form.  Bayou takes place in 1930ôs Mississippi, amidst the backdrop of 

sharecropping and segregation.  But thereôs more than the heartbreaking story of strained black and white relations in the south, as some 

of monsters might just be real.   

Volume Two to be published January 2011, ISBN 1401225845.  

* Teens, YA 

 

The Beats : a Graphic History (of Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, William S. Burroughs) 

Writer: Harvey Pekar, et al 

Artist: Ed Piskor, et al. 

Editor: by Paul Buhle 

Hill and Wang, 2009 

ISBN: 0809094967  

 

The Best American Comics ____ (series)  

Editor: Jessica Abel, Matt Madden 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1991 

ISBN: 0871358573 

Summary: The upcoming 2010 volume will be the fifth of this anthology series.  It showcases the work of both well-known and up-and-

coming comics writers and artists.  The 2009 volume features guest editor Charles Burns (writer/artist of Black Hole and Big Baby), and 

includes new work by Art Spiegelman (Maus), Robert Crumb (Fritz the Cat), Gilbert Hernandez (Love & Rockets), and Chris Ware 

(Jimmy Corrigan, the Smartest Kid on Earth), amongst many others. 

 

The Best of What If 

Writer: various 

Artist: various 

Marvel Comics, 1991 

ISBN: 0871358573 

Summary: Collection of one-shot stories presenting an alternate history of a superhero or event in the normal Marvel continuity, like 

ñWhat if Spider-Man had joined the Fantastic Four?ò 

 

Big Baby   

Writer: Charles Burns  

Artist: Charles Burns 

Fantagraphics Books, 1986 / 1999 / 2007  

ISBN: 1560978007 

Summary: A mixture of Leave It To Beaver and EC horror comics, shipped via R. Crumbôs underground, you get this thought-

provoking and horrifying collection of three stories.  

 

The Big Skinny: How I Changed My Fattitude ï A Memoir   

Writer: Carol Lay  

Artist: Carol Lay 

Villard Books, 2008 
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ISBN: 0345504046 

Summary: Both a memoir and self-help book on weight issues and weight loss, done graphically. 

  

Billy Hazelnuts 

Writer: Tony Millionaire 

Artist: Tony Millionaire 

Fantagraphics, 2006 

ISBN: 1560977019 

Summary: Unable to get the cheese, a group of kitchen mice create Billy Hazelnuts to help them.  Billy and his scientist pal, Becky, go 

on a journey to locate the missing moon while fighting off a steam-powered alligator and his skunk sidekick.  Weird, wacky, fun. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Birds of Prey: Of Like Minds (Vol.1) 

Writer: Gail Simone 

Artist: Ed Benes 

DC Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 140120192X 

Summary: The opening story of the female superhero trio, which includes Commissioner Gordonôs daughter, the now wheelchair-

bound, super-librarian Batgirl (now known as Oracle).  

 

Birds of Prey: Metropolis or Dust 

Writer: Sean McKeever 

Artist: Nicola Scott 

DC Comics/Paw Prints, 2008 

ISBN: 1439551030 

Summary: A mission goes horribly wrong, leaving the team in shambles.  Oracle must do some soul-searching to determine what 

happened, and how to fix it.  From the writer of Spider-Man Loves Mary Jane, and The Waiting Place. 

 

Birth of a Nation: A Comic Novel 

Writer: Aaron McGruder, Reginald Hudlin 

Artist: Kyle Baker 

Three Rivers Press, 2004 

ISBN: 1400048591 

Summary: Not a reworking of the 1915 D.W. Griffith film, this graphic novel deals with an act by the U.S. Government that denied 

many African-Americans in St. Louis the right to vote in a presidential election. 

 

Blackest Night 

Writer: Geoff Johns  

Artist: Ivan Reis  

DC Comics, July 2010 

ISBN: 1401226930 

Summary: Turns out that thereôs not just Green Lanterns, but a veritable rainbow of colors in the Lantern Corps.  So Hal Jordan and his 

Green Lantern pals are fighting the Black Lanterns and risen from the dead heroes and villains.  Collects Blackest Night, issues 0 ï 8. 

 

Blackest Night: Rise of the Black Lanterns by Geoff Johns  

Writer: Geoff Johns  

Artist: Ivan Reis  

DC Comics, July 2010 

ISBN: 1401226930 

Summary: Eight cancelled DC publications are revived for one issue, to tell the larger than life story of Blackest Night.  Collects Power 

of Shazam! #48, Catwoman #83, Suicide Squad #67, Question #37, Phantom Stranger #42, Weird Western Tales #71, Atom & 

Hawkman #46, and Starman #81. 

 

Black Hole  

Writer: Charles Burns  

Artist: Charles Burns 

Pantheon Books, 2007 

ISBN: 1560978007 

Summary: A mixture of Leave It To Beaver and EC horror comics, delivered via R. Crumbôs underground, you get this thought-

provoking and horrifying collection of three stories.  

 

Blacksad 

Writer: Juan Diaz Canales 

Artist: Juanjo Guarnido  

Dark Horse Comics, 2010 
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ISBN: 159582393X 

Summary: John Blacksad is an anthropomorphic cat, and a private investigator.  This volume collects the first three Blacksad stories; 

the third one appears in English for the first time.  The series is beloved by the likes of Stan Lee and Will Eisner, has been nominated 

three times for the Eisner Award, and won at least ten other awards. *For other anthropomorphic animal detectives, see Bryan Talbotôs 

Grandville.  

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

 

Blankets 

Writer: Craig Thompson 

Artist: Craig Thompson 

Top Shelf, 2003 

ISBN: 1891830430 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

Blood: A Tale 

Writer: J.M. DeMatteis 

Artist: Kent Williams 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 1401202632 

Summary: An orphan, found, raised, imprisoned, made a vampire.  Plotwise, itôs like a good foreign movie - not everything is spelled 

out for you.  The artwork is beautiful. 

 

Bone vol. 1: Out from Boneville  

Writer: Jeff Smith 

Artist: Jeff Smith 

Cartoon Books, 1995- 

ISBN: 0963660993 (v. 1) 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

The Borden Tragedy: A Memoir of the Infamous Double Murder at Fall River, Mass., 1892  

Writer: Rick Geary 

Artist: Rick Geary 

NBM Publishing (Nantier Beall Minoustchine), 1997 

ISBN: 1561631892 

Summary: The artwork is beautiful, stark, and simple ï like wood-cut images from the 1800ôs.  The plotting is pointed and precise, like 

CSI: 19th Century.  This is both a great work of academic scholarship, and also a great work of art.  

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

Bound by Law: Tales from the Public Domain 

Writer: James Boyle, Jennifer Jenkins, Keith Aoki 

Artist: Keith Aoki  

http://www.law.duke.edu/cspd/comics/digital.php 

Duke [University] Center for the Study of the Public Domain, 2006 

ISBN: 0974155314 

 

The Boys: the Definitive Edition 

Writer: Garth Ennis 

Artist: Darick Robertson 

Dynamite Entertainment, 2009 

ISBN: 1933305800  

 

Brain Boy 

Writer: Herb Castle 

Artist: Frank Springer 

Dell Publishing, 1963 

Summary: A man so smart his brain can make him fly, stumbles across billions of space monkeys intent on enslaving our planet.  The 

oh so smart Brain Boy outwitôs a group of monkeysé  with an extension cord.  Really.   

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Brain Camp 

Writer: Susan Kim, Laurence Klavan 

Artist: Faith Erin Hicks 

First Second Books, August 2010 

http://www.law.duke.edu/cspd/comics/digital.php
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ISBN: 1596433663  

Summary: Artsy Jenna and delinquent Lucas find themselves at a summer camp that turns bad eggs into prodigies.  But are they zombie 

prodigiesé?  

* YA  

 

Bratpack 

Writer: Rick Veitch 

Artist: Rick Veitch 

King Hell Press, 2003 

ISBN: 0962486442 

Summary: Centering on a group of kid sidekicks, this tale introduces us to Slumburg, a city where the heroes may be more corrupt than 

the criminals.   

 

Bring Back the Bad Guys (Origins of Marvel Villains) 

Writer: Stan Lee 

Artist: Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko 

Marvel Comics, 1998 

ISBN: 0671223542 

Summary: A second collection of the origin stories of the major Marvel villains, including Magneto, Galactus, the Kingpin, and more. 

 

Bring On the Bad Guys (Origins of Marvel Villains) 

Writer: Stan Lee 

Artist: Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko 

Marvel Comics, year 

Summary: A collection of the premiere or origin stories of the major Marvel villains, including Dr. Doom, the Green Goblin, and the 

Red Skull. 

 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer Season Eight, Volume 1: The Long Way Home 

Writer: Joss Whedon 

Artist: Georges Jeanty 

Publisher: Dark Horse Comics, 2007  

ISBN: 1593078226, 978-1593078225 

 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer Season Eight, Volume 2: No Future For You 

Writer: Joss Whedon, Brian K. Vaughan 

Artist: Georges Jeanty, Cliff Richards, Jo Chen 

Publisher: Dark Horse Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 159307963X, 978-1593079635   

 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer Season Eight, Volume 3: Wolves at the Gate 

Writer: Joss Whedon, Drew Goddard 

Artist: Georges Jeanty,  Jo Chen 

Publisher: Dark Horse Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 1595821651, ISBN-13: 978-1595821652 

 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer Season Eight, Volume. 4: Time of Your Life 

Writer: Joss Whedon, Jeff Loeb 

Artist: Karl Moline, Eric Wight, Andy Owens 

Publisher: Dark Horse Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1595823107, 978-1595823106 

 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer Season Eight, Volume 5: Predators and Prey 

Writer: Joss Whedon, Various 

Artist: Georges Jeanty, Cliff Richards 

Publisher: Dark Horse Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1595823425, 978-1595823427 

 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer Season Eight, Volume 6: Retreat 

Writer: Joss Whedon, Jane Espenson 

Artist: Georges Jeanty, Andy Owens, Jo Chen 

Publisher: Dark Horse Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1595824154, 978-1595824158 
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C 

 

Cages  

Writer: McKean, Dave 

Artist: McKean, Dave 

NBM Publishing, 2002 

ISBN: 1561633194 (2nd Ed.) 

Summary: Cover artist for the Sandman series, Dave McKean writes and draws this massive graphic novel of nearly 500 pages.  The 

tales of the intersecting lives of a painter, a writer and a musician, this is the only book McKean both wrote and drew. 

 

Calamity Jack 

Writer: Shannon Hale, Dean Hale 

Artist: Nathan Hale 

Bloomsbury USA Children's Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1599900769 

Summary: The story of Jack and the Beanstalk is given a Steampunk makeover.  This is somewhat of a continuation of Rapunzelôs 

Revenge, though you donôt need to read it to enjoy this one.  

* C 

 

Captain Long Ears 

Writer: Diana Thung 

Artist: Diana Thung 

SLG Publishing, 2010 

ISBN: 1593621876 

Summary: An eight-year old puts on his óCaptain Long Earsô costume and heads off on an adventure with his imaginary friend Captain 

Jam, a purple gorilla.  Underneath the child-like, space and pirate exploits lies many layers, including the story of animal abuse and the 

true meaning behind the boysô search for óCaptain Big Nose.ô   

The art work for the boy is reminiscent of the boy in Maurice Sendakôs Where the Wild Things Are, but the story is all its own.   

This may very well be the most compelling childrenôs book I have ever read.  It is sometimes funny, often poignant, and occasionally a 

little sad.  All and all, it is absolutely beautiful. 

While the cover may make it look like itôs for children, I would rate it for slightly older children or Teens; Young Adults & all ages will 

love it, though! 

* C, Teens, YA  

 

Cancer Vixen: a True Story 

Writer: Marisa Acocella Marchetto 

Artist: Marisa Acocella Marchetto 

Alfred A. Knopf, 2006 

ISBN: 0307263576 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

Captain America Omnibus Vol. 1 

Writer: Ed Brubaker 

Artist: Steve Epting & Michael Lark, John Paul Leon & Tom Palmer, Mike Perkins, et al. 

Marvel Comics, 2007 

ISBN: 0785128662 

 

Catwoman: Selinaôs Big Score 

Writer: Darwyn Cooke 

Artist: Darwyn Cooke 

DC Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 1563898977 

 

Charles Darwinôs On the Origin of Species 

Writer: Charles Darwin & Michael Keller 

Artist: Nicolle Rager Fuller 

Rodale, 2009 

ISBN: 978-1-60529-948-8  

 

Chew Volume 1: Taster's Choice 

Writer: John Layman 

Artist: Rob Guillory  

Publisher: Image Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1607061597, ISBN-13: 978-1607061595 
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Chew Volume 2: International Flavor 

Writer: John Layman 

Artist: Rob Guillory  

Publisher: Image Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1607062607, 978-1607062608 

 

The Chill (Vertigo Crime series) 

Writer: Jason Starr  

Artist: Mick Bertilorenzi 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401212867 

Summary: A homicide detective investigates ritualistic murders. This is Starrôs 13th crime novel, his first graphic novel. 

 

City of Spies 

Writer: Susan Kim, Laurence Klavan 

Artist: Pascal Dizin 

First Second Books, 2010 

ISBN: 1596432624 

Summary: A lonely girl staying with her aunt in 1940ôs New York City.  While spending the summer drawing her own superhero comic 

book, she befriends a neighbor boy, and the two stumble across a spy!    

* Teens, YA (Note: The artwork and writing would make you believe this is made for children or ñTweensò but there are four things to 

note: 1. The back of a woman in an art class, who appears to be nude; 2. The kid protagonists read a somewhat salacious book; 3. The 

kid protagonists witness a gun-shot murder; 4. An adult slaps a child.  Because of this, I would rate it for Young Adults or Teens; you 

should read it and label it/give it as you see fit.) 

 

Civil War 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: Steve McNiven 

Marvel Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 078512179X 

Summary: A group of reality TV superheroes makes an awful mistake apprehending some villains, causing the deaths of many school 

children.  This brings about the Superhuman Registration Act, where all superheroes must register their secret identities with the 

government, and essentially become employees of the U.S. government.  The issue divides the superhero community, with Iron Man 

leading the pro-Registration forces against Captain America and his rebel faction.  A story which included nearly every major character 

in the Marvel universe, it was a bold, exciting tale. 

 

Clive Barkerôs Hellraiser: Collected Best, Vol.1 

Writer: Clive Barker, Mike Mignola, Neil Gaiman & Dave McKean 

Artist: Alex Ross & various 

Checker Book Publishing, 2002 

ISBN: 0971024928 

Summary: Collecting stories from the Marvel/Epic Comics series of the 1990ôs, based on the film series.  This set includes work by 

writer/creator/director Clive Barker, Hellboy creator Mike Mignola, and the Sandman team of Neil Gaiman and Dave McKean. 

 

The Clouds Above 

Writer: Jordan Crane 

Artist: Jordan Crane 

Fantagraphics Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1560979097 

Summary: A great story about Simon and his cat, Jack, and the magical adventure they embark on.  

* C  

 

Clyde Fans 

Writer: Seth  

Artist: Seth 

Drawn and Quarterly, 2004 

ISBN: 189659784X   

Summary: In true Harvey Pekar style, this is essentially a monologue of an elderly saleman discussing his life and that of his brother. A 

character-study that also sheds insight into humanity as a whole.  (This book is a collection of issues 10 through 15 of Sethôs comic 

book series, Palooka-Ville, but stands alone as its own story.)  

 

The Complete Dracula 

Writer: Leah Moore & John Reppion 

Artist: Colton Worley 

Dynamite Entertainment, 2010 
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ISBN: 1606900609 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

The Complete D.R. and Quinch  

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Alan Davis   

2000 AD/Rebellion Books, 2010 

ISBN 1906735883  

Summary: Two somewhat psychotic aliens (teenagers) visit earth and play with their time machine, destroying entire civilizations in the 

process.   

A collection of the short pieces published in the weekly, British comic book 2000 AD in the 1980ôs. 

 

The Complete Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers, Vol.1 

Writer: Gilbert Shelton 

Artist: Gilbert Shelton 

Knockabout Comics, 2001 

ISBN: 086166146X 

Summary: Three things that look like Muppets if R. Crumb had created them, look for drugs, chase girls, get abducted by aliens, and 

accidentally start a religion.  What theé? 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

(The Complete) Invincible - Library Volume 1 

Writer: Robert Kirkman 

Artist: Cory Walker 

Image Comics, 2006 

ISBN: 1582407185 

 

The Contract with God Trilogy 

Writer: Will Eisner 

Artist: Will Eisner 

W. W. Norton & Company, 2005 

ISBN: 0393061051 

Summary: A Contract with God, may be the first book called ña graphic novel.ò  Here, it is collected with A Life Force, and Dropsie 

Avenue, three pieces about an inner-city tenement neighborhood, and the people and stories that inhabit it.  After creating the Spirit, this 

may be Eisnerôs most important work.   

 

Criminal, Vol. 2: Lawless 

Writer: Ed Brubaker 

Artist: Sean Phillips 

Marvel/Icon, 2007 

ISBN: 0785128166  

Summary: Brubaker and Phillips work together on project after project.  This is their best.  Together, theyôve created a dark, seedy 

world that looks like the 1970ôs, feels like the 1940ôs, and tastes like Nouveau Noir. 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

Criminal Macabre 

Writer: Steve Niles 

Artist: Ben Templesmith 

Dark Horse, 2004 

ISBN: 1569719357  

Summary: The writer of 30 Days of Night, begins his ñparanormal detectiveò series here.  The ongoing series includes four other 

graphic novels (Last Train to Deadsville, Supernatural Freak Machine, Two Red Eyes, and My Demon Baby), and three novels (Savage 

Membrane, Guns, Drugs & Monsters, and Dial M for Monster) at present. 

 

Crisis on Infinite Earths 

Writer: Marv Wolfman 

Artist: George Perez 

DC Comics, 2000 

ISBN: 1563897504 

Summary: With a half century of stories becoming ever-more complicated, this was DCôs first attempt to clean house and reset the 

clock at zero, as it were.  Multiple versions of Earth and its multiple versions of the different heroes, fight to save the many universes 

from being wiped out. 

 

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button : a Graphic Novel 
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Writer: F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Adapted by: Nunzio Defilippis & Christina Weir 

Artist: Kevin Cornell 

Quirk Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1594742812  

Summary: Based on the original short story (not the film), this is F. Scott Fitzgeraldôs tale of a man born elderly, who ages backwards 

throughout his life.  Sometimes sad, but always interesting. 

 

D 

 

Dan Dare - Pilot of the Future: Voyage to Venus, Part 1 

Writer: Frank Hampson 

Artist: Frank Hampson 

Titan Books, 2004 

ISBN: 1840238410 

 

Daniel X: Alien Hunter  

Writer: James Patterson  

Artist: Leopoldo Gout 

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2008 

ISBN: 0316004251  

  Turtleback Books, 2008 (Turtleback School & Library Binding Edition) 

ISBN: 0606072950  

Summary: Daniel is an orphan with super-speed, super-strength, and a host of other abilities.  Fifteen year-old Daniel is working 

through his fatherôs list of evil aliens, hoping to catch the one who killed his parents.  

* YA  

 

Daniel X: The Manga, Vol. 1 

Writer: James Patterson 

Publisher: Yen Press, October 2010  

ISBN: 031607764X, 978-0316077644 

* YA  

 

Daredevil 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Bill Sienkiewicz, John Romita Jr., David Mazzucchelli 

Marvel Comics, 1986 

ISBN: 0871351722 

Summary: Frank Miller, author of the seminal Dark Knight Returns, wrote three major stories of Marvelôs blind lawyer/superhero, 

Daredevil.  Includes artwork by one of Spider-Manôs great artists, John Romita Jr., and the artist of Batman: Year One, David 

Mazzucchelli.  

 

Daredevil Noir  

Writer: Alexander Irvine   

Artist: Tom Coker 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785139419 

Summary: Matt Murdock is an assistant to P.I. Foggy Nelson in 1930ôs Hellôs Kitchen.  Heôs also a masked vigilante.  

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

 

Dark Entries (Vertigo Crime) 

Writer: Ian Rankin 

Artist: Werther Dell'Edera  

Publisher: Vertigo, 2009 

ISBN: 1401213863, 978-1401213862 

 

Dark Reign: Deadpool/Thunderbolts 

Writer: Andy Diggle  & Daniel Way  

Artist: Paco Medina & Roberto De la Torre 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785140905 

 

The Dark Tower ñspin-offò series, thus far: 

 

1. The Dark Tower: the Gunslinger Born 



 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
48 

Author: Stephen King, Peter David, Robin Furth 

Artist: Jae Lee, Richard Isanove 

Marvel Comics, 2007 

ISBN: 0785121447  

 

2. The Dark Tower: the Long Road Home 

Author: Stephen King, Peter David, Robin Furth 

Artist: Jae Lee, Richard Isanove 

Marvel Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 0785135731  

 

3. The Dark Tower: Treachery 

Author: Stephen King, Peter David, Robin Furth 

Artist: Jae Lee, Richard Isanove 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 078513574X  

 

4. The Dark Tower: the Fall of Gilead 

Author: Stephen King, Peter David, Robin Furth 

Artist: Richard Isanove 

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785129510  

 

5. The Dark Tower: the Battle of Jericho Hill 

Author: Stephen King, Peter David, Robin Furth 

Artist: Jae Lee, Richard Isanove  

Marvel Comics, August 2010 

ISBN: 0785129537,  978-0785129530  

 

The Death of Captain Marvel 

Writer: Jim Starlin 

Artist: Jim Starlin 

Marvel Comics, 1982 

ISBN: 0939766116 

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

The Death of Superman 

Writer: Dan Jurgens, Roger Stern, etc.  

Artist: Jon Bogdanove, Tom Grummett, etc. 

DC Comics, 1993 

ISBN: 1563890976 

Summary: In 1993, with faltering sales and comic books taking a second seat to video games, DC killed off Superman.  And in doing 

so, created one of the biggest events in comic history.  A great story. 

  

Death: the High Cost of Living 

Writer: Neil Gaiman 

Artist: Chris Bachalo, Mark Buckingham, Dave McKean 

DC/Vertigo, 1994 

ISBN: 1563891328 

 

Dong Xoai: Vietnam 1965 

Writer: Joe Kubert 

Artist: Joe Kubert 

Vertigo/DC Comics, May 2010 

ISBN: 1401221424 

SUMMARY:  Comics legend and founder of the Joe Kubert School of Cartoon and Graphic Art, tells the true story of particularly 

brutal chapter in the U.S. involvement in Vietnam.  Kubert, now 84 (born September 18, 1926), did research and interviews with some 

of the surviving members of the Special Forces group involved.   

 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: A Graphic Novel 

Writer: Robert Louis Stevenson, Jerry Kramsky 

Artist: Lorenzo Mattotti 

NBM Publishing, 2002 
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ISBN: 1561633305 

Summary: A great adaptation of the classic story. 

 

Dragon Puncher (Vol. 1)  

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka 

Top Shelf Productions, July/August 2010 

ISBN: 978-1-60309-057-5  

Summary: One tough kitty, in armor, and his never-ending battle with dragons!  

* C 

 

E 

 

The EC Archives: Shock SuspenStories, Vol.1 

Writer: Al Feldstein 

Artist: various 

Gemstone, 2006- 

ISBN: 188847257X 

Summary:  Collection of the horror comics of EC.  Includes a forward by Steven Spielberg. 

 

The EC Archives: Tales From the Crypt, Vol.1 

Writer: Al Feldstein 

Artist: Graham Ingels & various 

Gemstone, 2006 

ISBN: 1888472553 

Summary: A collection of the 1950ôs pulp series whose horror and violence helped instigate the Comics Code.  Foreword by film 

director, John Carpenter.  

 

The EC Archives: Weird Science, Vol. 1 

Writer: Bill Gaines, Al Feldstein, various 

Artist: various 

Gemstone, 2006 

ISBN: 1888472588 

Summary: Like sci-fi movies of the 1950ôs, these tales are filled with xenophobia, alien invaders, mad scientists, and technology run 

amuck.  And a kitschy, wonderful time. 

 

Egg Story 

Writer: J. Marc Schmidt 

Artist: J. Marc Schmidt 

SLG Publishing, 2004 

ISBN: 0943151945 

Summary: Talking eggs make an escape from the fridge.  Will they become a soufflé, or a ninja?  

 

Electropolis  

Writer: Dean Motter  

Artist: Dean Motter  

Dark Horse, 2009 

ISBN: 1595823638 

Summary: Menlo Park is a robot private eye in this sci-fi noir.  A femme fatale brings him information on the suicide of his former 

human partner.  Perhaps it was murderé 

 

Elektra: Assassin 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Bill Sienkiewicz 

Marvel/Epic Comics, 1987 

ISBN: 0871353091 

Summary: Elektra battle ninjas, spies, and cyborgs in an attempt to stop a politician from triggering nuclear holocaust.  Quite a bit of 

satire in this one with interesting painted artwork. 

 

Epileptic 

Writer: David B. 

Artist: David B.  

Pantheon Press, 2005 
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ISBN: 0375423184 

Summary: David B.ôs account of a childhood lived in the shadow of his brotherôs epilepsy, detailing the decease, attempted treatments, 

his own pain, and the effect it had on his family.   

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

The Evil Dead 

Created by: Sam Raimi & Bruce Campbell 

Writer: Mark Verheiden  

Artist: John Bolton 

Dark Horse, 2008 

ISBN: 1595821643   

Summary: A fantastic photo-realistic comic reimagining of the film of the same name.  

 

The Executor 

Writer: Jon Evans   

Artist: Andrea Mutti 

Vertigo Crime/DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401213855 

Summary: An ex-pro athlete is named executor of an old girlfriendôs estate.  In looking into her mysterious death, he discovers 

surprises about both her past and his own.  

 

Ex Machina: Vol. 1, The First Hundred Days 

Writer: Brian K. Vaughan 

Artist: Tony Harris 

DC Comics/Wildstorm, 2005 

ISBN: 1401206123 

Summary: From the writer/creator of Y: the Last Man, comes this series about a man who may be part machine, can communicate with 

machines, becomes a superhero, and then becomes mayor of New York City.  It won the 2005 Eisner Award for Best New Series.  

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

The Extended Dream of Mr. D 

Writer: Max 

Artist: Max 

Drawn & Quarterly, 2000 

ISBN: 1896597262 

Summary: A long dream/coma begets an amazing journey of self-discovery. 

 

F 

 

Fathom: the Definitive Edition 

Writer: Mike Turner 

Artist: Mike Turner 

Aspen Entertainment, 2008 

ISBN: 0977482154 

 

Fatman: the Human Flying Saucer 

Writer: Otto Binder 

Artist: C.C. Beck 

Lightning Comics/Milson Publishing Co., 1967 

Summary: The title says it all, really.  Supposedly written and drawn by the creators of the original Captain Marvel. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Filthy Rich (Vertigo Crime) 

Writer: Brian Azzarello 

Artist: Victor Santos 

Publisher: Vertigo, 2009 

ISBN: 1401211844, 978-1401211844 

 

Final Crisis 

Writer: Grant Morrison 

Artist: J.G. Jones & various 

DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401222811 

Summary: Villains unite with a grave agenda, in the third ñCrisisò story. 
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Fire: A Spy Graphic Novel 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Brian Michael Bendis 

Image Comics, 2001 

ISBN: 1582400717 

(orig: Transfuzion Publishing, 1994, ISBN 0941613615) 

Summary: A college studentsô journey into the CIAôs intelligence community.  

 

Fist Stick Knife Gun: A Personal History of Violence 

Writer: Geoffrey Canada  

Artist: Jamar Nicholas 

Beacon Press, Oct. 2010 

ISBN: 0807044490  

Summary: Written as a book in 1996, Jamar Nicholas turns these raw, true stories of growing up in the Bronx into graphic life, bursting 

off the page.  Geoffrey Canada is now president and CEO of Harlem Childrenôs Zone, a nonprofit, community-based organization 

serving more than 17,000 children and adults.  

 

Flaming Carrotôs Greatest Hits (Flaming Carrot, Vol.3) 

Writer: Bob Burden 

Artist: Bob Burden 

Dark Horse, 1998 

ISBN: 1569712824 

Summary: The funny and bizarre adventures of a second rate hero, Flaming Carrot, as he fights off alien invasions clones of Hitlerôs 

feet (yeah you read that right), alongside other heroes, such as Screwball and Jumpinô Jehoshaphat. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Fortune and Glory: A True Hollywood Comic Book Story 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Brian Michael Bendis 

Marvel Comics, 2001 (Deluxe Anniversary Edition) 

ISBN: 0785143092  

(orig: Oni Press, 2000, ISBN 1929998066) 

Summary: Bendisô real life adventures in trying to break into Hollywood, by writing screenplays to his crime/noir graphic novels.  

 

The Fountain 

Writer: Darren Aronofsky 

Artist: Kent Williams 

DC/Vertigo, 2005 

ISBN: 1401200591  

Summary: From a conquistador searching for the fountain of youth, to a present day scientist with a dying wife, to a traveler of the stars 

in 2463, a single tree connects them all.   

 

Frankenstein: Prodigal Son  

Writer: Dean Koontz, Chuck Dixon 

Artist: Brett Booth  

Publisher: Del Rey/Dabel Brothers, 2009 

ISBN: 0345506405, 978-0345506405 

 

Frankenstein: Prodigal Son, Volume 2 

Writer: Dean Koontz, Chuck Dixon, Tim Seeley, Scott Cohn 

Artist: Brett Booth  

Publisher: Dynamite Entertainment, November 2010 

ISBN: 1606901877, 978-1606901878 

 

Friday the 13th  

Writer: Jimmy Palmiotti, Justin Gray, Adam Archer 

Publisher: WildStorm, 2007-  

ISBN Vol. 1: 1401214592, 978-1401214593 

ISBN Vol. 2: 1401220037, 978-1401220037 

 

From Hell 

Writer: Moore, Alan 

Artist: Eddie Campbell 

Top Shelf Productions, 2004 

ISBN 0958578346 
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Fun Home: a Family Tragicomic 

Writer: Alison Bechdel 

Artist: Alison Bechdel 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2006 

ISBN: 0618477942 

Summary: A family memoir, ultimately about the icy father-daughter relationship of the author.  At turns funny and heartbreaking, itôs 

a fascinating character study that offers laughs, pathos, and redemption. 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

Fun with Milk and Cheese 

Writer: Evan Dorkin 

Artist: Evan Dorkin 

SLG Publishing, 2000 

ISBN: 0943151074 

Summary: Drunken, foul-mouthed dairy products (gone bad) (pun intended) (really) literally say things like, ñWe must commit acts of 

violence to ensure our fair share of the wine!ò 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

G 

 

Gettysburg: The Graphic Novel 

Writer: C. M. Butzer 

Artist: C. M. Butzer 

HarperCollins, 2008 

ISBN: 0061561754  

  

Ghost in the Shell 

Writer: Masamune Shirow 

Artist: Masamune Shirow 

Dark Horse, 1995 

ISBN: 1569710813 

Summary:  Another hugely popular manga, second only to Akira.  This one is a grand example of the ñcyberpunkò genre.  Likened to 

the novels of William Gibson, and the movies Blade Runner, and the Matrix, Ghost in the Shell deals with technology, the marriage of 

machines and people, and ultimately what it means to be human. 

 

Ghost World 

Writer: Daniel Clowes 

Artist: Daniel Clowes 

Fantagraphics Books, 1997, ISBN: 1560972998 

Fantagraphics Books, 2008, ISBN: 1560978902 (Special Edition) 

Summary: A coming of age story about two girls and the somewhat odd inhabitants of their town.  Odd, sometimes off-putting, often 

hilarious, and impossible to put down, we follow the nothingness of Enid and Rebeccaôs lives as the put down everyone and everything 

around them, while they search foré something.  The 2008 Special Edition has the complete graphic novel, the complete screenplay to 

the movie, pages of sketches, and three great new ñwhere are they nowò comics of Enid and Rebecca. 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

G.I. Joe WWIII Omnibus 

Writer: Mark Powers with Mike O'Sullivan 

Artist: Mike Bear, Mike Shoyket, Pat Quinn & Jean-Francois Beaulieu 

Devilôs Due, 2008 

 

Global Frequency: Planet Ablaze 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: Steve Dillon, Glenn Fabry 

Wildstorm, 2004 

ISBN: 1401202748 

Summary: From terrorists to germ warfare to religious cults, thereôs one group to call: Global Frequency.  

 

Godzilla vs. (Charles) Barkley 

Writer: Mike Baron 

Artist: Jeff Butler & Keith Aiken 

Dark Horse, 1993 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 
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Goldfish: A Crime Graphic Novel 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Brian Michael Bendis 

Image Comics, 2001 

ISBN: 1582401950 

Summary: A grifter returns to Cleveland to get back something owed him from the crime boss ï his son.  Before he re-wrote the 

superhero world of Marvel Comics with his ñUltimateò line and the superhero Civil War series, Bendis wrote true crime and noir stories 

like this.  He is the winner of five Eisner Awards, as well as the Cleveland Press Excellence in Journalism Award.  

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

  

The Golemôs Mighty Swing 

Writer: James Sturm 

Artist: James Sturm 

Drawn & Quarterly, 2001 

ISBN: 1896597718   

Summary: 1920ôs baseball is the setting for a look at America and anti-Semitism. 

 

Goodbye, Chunky Rice 

Writer: Craig Thompson 

Artist: Craig Thompson 

Pantheon Press/Top Shelf, 2003 

ISBN: 1891830090 

Summary: A turtle takes a sea voyage, and learns lessons about friendship, heartbreak, and loss. 

 

The Goon, Vol.1: Nothinô but Misery 

Writer: Eric Powell 

Artist: Eric Powell 

Dark Horse, 2003 

ISBN: 1569719985 

Summary: A comic with zombies and monsters, it also contains quite a bit of retro kitsch, humor, and social commentary, making it a 

standout in comics today. 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Gotham Central, Vol. 1 

Writer: Ed Brubaker, Greg Rucka 

Artist: Michael Lark 

DC Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1401201997 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

 

Grampa & Julie: Shark Hunters 

Writer: Jef Czekaj 

Artist: Jef Czekaj 

Top Shelf Productions, 2004 

ISBN: 189183052X 

Summary: Julie is giving her ñHow I Spent My Summer Vacationò speech in school.  Itôs a fun story about her and her grandfather 

searching for the worldôs biggest shark, and in the process, stumbling across talking cats, pirates, monkeys under the sea, and rocket 

ships!  

* C  

 

Grandson of Origins 

Writer: Stan Lee 

Artist: Jack Kirby 

Marvel Comics, 1998 

ISBN: 078510593X  

Summary: Third collection of the origin stories of the major Marvel characters, including Captain American, the Sub-Mariner, Nick 

Fury, and more. 

 

Grandville 

Writer: Bryan Talbot 

Artist: Bryan Talbot 

Dark Horse Comics, 2009 
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ISBN: 1595823972 

Summary: Detective LeBrock of Scotland Yard is an anthropomorphic badger in a ñsteampunkò version of Victorian England.  This is a 

detective mystery, an alternate history story (with talking animals), and also contains allegories to 9/11 and the war in Iraq.  Well done.   

(Steampunk is a genre in which a bygone era, usually one in which steam would still be a major source of power, but future or science 

fiction technologies, and even fantasy elements, also exist. Tech objects tend to have a retro H.G. Wells or Jules Verne look to them.) 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

  

The Greatest of Marlys 

Writer: Lynda Barry 

Artist: Lynda Barry 

Sasquatch Books, 2000 

ISBN: 1570612609  

Summary: Weird comedy, starring weird girl Marlys. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Green Arrow: Quiver 

Writer: Kevin Smith 

Artist: Phil Hester 

DC Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 1563899655 

Summary: Oliver Queen, the original Green Arrow, appears to have returned from the dead, much to the surprise of his son, Batman, 

and Aquaman. 

 

Green Arrow: the Sounds of Violence 

Writer: Kevin Smith 

Artist: Phil Hester, Ande Parks 

DC Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 1401200451 

Summary: Movie director Kevin Smith, continues his run on Green Arrow, with new adventures and biting dialogue.   

 

Kevin Smith's Green Hornet 

Writer: Kevin Smith 

Artist: Phil Hester, Jonathan Lau 

Publisher: Dynamite Entertainment  

ISBN Vol. 1: 1606901427, 978-1606901427 

 

Grumpy Old Monsters 

Writer: Kevin J. Anderson 

Artist: Rebecca Moesta  

IDW Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 160010410X  

Summary: Life is slow and boring for the monsters in the Rest in Peace Retirement Home, except when Tiffany Frankenstein comes to 

visit.  So when she tells them that Castle Frankenstein is about to be bulldozed to make way for some luxury condos, Dracula, 

Frankensteinôs monster, the Wolfman, and others all pitch in to save the day!  

* C 

 

H 

 

Hard Boiled 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Geoff Darrow 

Dark Horse, 1991 

ISBN: 1878574582  

Summary: Carl Seltz is a bored insurance investigator, but in his dreams heôs gun-toting killer.  Is he one or the other?  Or is he both?  

Or is he an android, like Dekker in Blade Runner?  Fairly violent with black humor.   

 

SERIES  

Hardy Boys graphic novel series 

Writer: Scott Lobdell 

Artist: Daniel Rendon (books 1-6), Paulo Henrique (books 7-19) 

Papercutz, 2005 ï  

Summary: Frank and Joe Hardy go graphic in new adventures written by Scott Lobdell.  

Titles:  

1 ï The Ocean of Osyria  

2 ï Identity Theft  
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3 ï Mad House 

4 ï Malled  

5 ï Sea You, Sea Me  

6 ï Hyde & Shriek  

7 ï The Opposite Numbers  

8 ï Board to Death  

9 ï To Die or Not to Die  

10 ï A Hardyôs Day Night  

11 ï AbracaDeath 

12 ï Dude Ranch O' Death!  

13 ï The Deadliest Stunt  

14 ï Haley Danelle's Top Eight 

15 ï Live Free, Die Hardy!  

16 ï SHHHHHHH!  

17 ï Word Up!  

18 ï D.A.N.G.E.R. Spells the Hangman!  

19 ï Chaos at 30,000 Feet!   

* Teens, YA  

 

Hawaiian Dick, Vol. 1: Byrd of Paradise 

Writer: B. Clay Moore 

Artist: Steve Griffin 

Image Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1582403171 

 

Heavy Liquid 

Writer: Paul Pope 

Artist: Paul Pope 

Vertigo Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 140122007X (hbk 2008: 1401219497) 

Orig 2001, Vertigo Comics,  

Summary: A sci-fi noir about a manôs search for the elusive and mysterious ñHeavy Liquid.ò 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

Hellblazer: Dangerous Habits 

Created by: Jamie Delano  

Writer: Garth Ennis 

Artist: William Simpson 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 1994 

ISBN: 1563891506 

Summary: A fairly in-depth character study of chain-smoking exorcist, John Constantine.  Among the plotlines, Constantine discovers 

he has lung cancer and does battle with three of the big boys from the wrong side the afterlife. 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Hellboy, Vol.3: The Chained Coffin and Others 

Writer: Mike Mignola 

Artist: Mike Mignola 

Dark Horse, 2003 

ISBN: 1593070918 

Summary: Seven fairly short stories about Hellboy, a demon accidentally summoned from Hell as a baby.  Grown, Hellboy fights bad 

guys with the Bureau of Paranormal Research and Defense. 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Hellboy: Seed of Destruction 

Mignola, Mike 

Dark Horse Comics, 2004 

ISBN 1593070942 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Hellspawn: the Ashley Wood Collection 

Created by: Todd MacFarlane  

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis & Steve Niles 

Artist: Ashley Wood 

Image Comics, 2006- 
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ISBN: 1582405980 

Summary: Two of Marvel Comics biggest writers put their spin on the Spawn series.  This time, the stories focus more on the 

characters around Spawn, and how they shape his character.  All this is done to the moody, stylistic painting/drawings of Ashley Wood, 

somewhat reminiscent of the cover art of the Sandman series by Dave McKean. 

 

The Helm 

Writer:  Jim Hardison 

Artist: Bart Sears, Randy Elliott 

Dark Horse, 2009 

ISBN: 1595822615  

Summary: Lost his job, lost his girlfriend, Matt picks an old helmet at a garage sale.  It speaks to him, telling him heôs NOT a loser, he 

is the Chosen One, and conferring unto him great powers.  ñOh, wait, I was mistaken.  Sorry, youôre not the Chosen One.  Have a nice 

day.ò  But Matt doesnôt give up the Helm that easilyé 

 

A History of Violence 

Writer:  John Wagner 

Artist: Vince Locke 

Paradox Press, Vertigo, 1997 

ISBN: 1563893673  

 

I  

 

I Am the Law: the Judge Dredd Omnibus 

Created by: John Wagner & Carlos Ezquerra  

Writer: Gordon Rennie 

Artist: various 

Black Flame, 2006 

ISBN: 1844164128  

Summary: Four stories about the future policeman/judge.  The character first appeared in 1977. 

 

I Kill Giants 

Writer: Joe Kelly 

Artist: J.M. Ken Niimura 

Image Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1607060922 

 

The Impostor's Daughter: A True Memoir 

Writer: Laurie Sandell 

Artist: Laurie Sandell 

Back Bay Books, 2010 

ISBN: 0316033065  

Summary: Funny and heartbreaking, a daughter learns the true nature of her father.  And then has to live with it. 

 

I Shall Destroy All Civilized Planets! 

Writer: Fletcher Hanks 

Artist: Fletcher Hanks 

Fantagraphics, 2007 

ISBN: 1560978392 

Summary: Collection of the sometimes bizarre superhero work of Fletcher Hanks, specifically the period of 1939-1941.   

 

Identity Crisis 

Writer: Brad Meltzer 

Artist: Rags Morales and Michael Bair 

DC Comics, 2005 

ISBN: 1401206883 

Summary: A decidedly adult superhero mystery.  When a superheroôs wife is murdered, the Justice League investigates.  They uncover 

more than they thought they would, about the DC villains, and about themselves.  A decidedly dark graphic novel of death and betrayal, 

with very adult themes.  Written by the bestselling author of The Book of Lies, Dead Even, and The Tenth Justice.  

 

Illegal Alien 

Writer: James Robinson 

Artist: Phil Elliott 

Dark Horse, 2003 

ISBN: 1840235802 

Summary: A crashed UFO leads its alien pilot to take on a human form to escape capture.  His ñhumanò life in 1960ôs England, and 
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how he views the mods, rockers, and Beatles, is chronicled here. 

 

In Odd We Trust 

Writer: Dean Koontz 

Artist: Queenie Chan 

Publisher: Del Rey, 2008  

ISBN: 0345499662, 978-0345499660 

 

In the Shadow of No Towers 

Writer: Art Spiegelman 

Artist: Art Spiegelman 

Viking Press, 2004 

ISBN: 0670915416 

Summary: A take on the fear, fear-mongering, and politics in the wake of September 11th, from the author/artist of Maus. 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

Incognito  

Writer: Ed Brubaker 

Artist: Sean Phillips 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785139796 

Summary: A gritty, noir story that posits, what if a super villain, now in the Witness Protection Program, regained his powers?  From 

the creators of Criminal and Sleeper.    

 

Incredible Change-Bots  

Writer: Jeffrey Brown 

Artist: Jeffrey Brown 

Top Shelf Productions, 2007 

ISBN: 1891830910 

Summary: A somewhat fun parody of the Transformers, Go-Bots, and other Saturday morning cartoons of the 1980ôs.  

* Incredible Change-Bots Two 

Writer: Jeffrey Brown 

Artist: Jeffrey Brown 

Top Shelf Productions, Sept. 2010 

ISBN: 1603090673  

* Any Age  

 

Incredible Hulk: the Return of the Monster 

Writer: Bruce Jones 

Artist: John Romita Jr. 

Marvel Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 0785110224 

Summary: The hulk destroys a building, killing a child.  Bruce Banner is on the run again, in this return to form for the character.  It is 

much like its Stan Lee/Jack Kirby beginnings, but with a healthy dose of modern day realism. 

  

Infinite Crisis 

Writer: Geoff Johns 

Artist: Phil Jimenez 

DC Comics, 2006 

ISBN: 1401209599 

Summary: Survivorôs from the parallel universe Earth-2, including Alexander Luthor and Superboy-Prime, wreak havoc on our Earth. 

 

Invincible, Vol.1: Family Matters (the Ultimate Collection) 

Writer: Robert Kirkman  

Artist: Cory Walker and Ryan Ottley 

Image Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1582403201 

Summary: What do you do when you find out your dad is actually the most powerful superhero on the planet?  And you find your own 

powers have just begun to surface?  Written by the author of the the Walking Dead series. 

 

Iron Man: Demon in a Bottle 

Writer: David Michelinie 

Artist: Bob Layton and John Romita Jr. 

Marvel Comics, 2008 
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ISBN: 0785130950 

Summary: Probably the quintessential Iron Man story, as he faces the reality of his alcoholism.  

 

Iron Man Noir  

Writer: Scott Snyder   

Artist: Manuel Garcia 

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785147276  

 

It Rhymes With Lust 

Writer: Arnold Drake, Leslie Waller 

Artist: Matt Baker 

Dark Horse Comics, 2007 Reprint Edition 

ISBN: 1593077289 

Orig published 1950 

Summary: Sometimes cited as the ñfirst graphic novel,ò this book contains all the staples of a film noir, including dirty politicians, 

power-hungry tycoons, and the good and bad people caught in the hard-boiled middle!  

 

Itôs a Good Life If You Donôt Weaken 

Writer: Seth  

Artist: Seth 

Drawn and Quarterly, 2003 

ISBN: 189659770X   

Summary: In true Harvey Pekar style, this is essentially a monologue of an elderly saleman discussing his life and that of his brother. A 

character study that also sheds insight into humanity as a whole.  (This stand-alone book is a collection of issues 4 through 9 of Sethôs 

comic book series, Palooka-Ville.)  

 

J 

 

Jimbo in Purgatory 

Writer: Gary Panter 

Artist: Gary Panter 

Fantagraphics, 2004 

ISBN: 1560975725 

Summary:  A re-imagining of Danteôs Inferno, complete with monsters, robots, and John Lennon. 

 

Jimmy Corrigan: the Smartest Kid On Earth 

Writer: Chris Ware 

Artist: Chris Ware 

Fantagraphics, 1995/Pantheon, 2000 

ISBN: 0375404538 

Summary: A study of the distance between a father and son. 

 

Jinx: the Definitive Collection 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Brian Michael Bendis 

Image Comics, 2001 

ISBN: 1582401799 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

JLA: Earth 2 

Writer: Grant Morrison 

Artist: Frank Quitely 

DC Comics, 2000 

ISBN: 1563895757 

 

Johnny Boo: Twinkle Power (Johnny Boo, Book 2) 

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka 

Top Shelf Productions, 2008/2009 

ISBN: 1603090150, 978-1603090155 

Summary: Johnny Boo, his friend Squiggle, and Ice Cream Monster learn about stars, being scared, and being friends.  A very cue story 

for the very young. 

 Others in the series: 

 Johnny Boo: The Best Little Ghost In The World (Book 1); ISBN 1603090134  
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 Johnny Boo: Happy Apples (Book 3); ISBN 160309041X 

 Johnny Boo: The Mean Little Boy (Book 4); ISBN 1603090592  

* C  

 

Johnny Hiro, Vol.1 

Writer: Fred Chao 

Artist: Fred Chao 

AdHouse, 2007 

ISBN: 1935233025 

 

Judgment Day 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Rob Liefeld, Gil Kane 

Checker Book Publishing Group, 2003 

ISBN: 0974166456 

Summary: Expanding on his work of re-working the óSupremeô character into more than just a poor manôs version of Superman, Moore 

here plays with an entire universe of comic book characters.  Artwork is by Rob Liefeld (which can be more than a bit overblown and 

ridiculous, even for superheroes), but also by Gil Kane.  Kaneôs incredible career includes seminal work on Spider-Man, Green Lantern 

and many others; work that got him into both the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame, and the Harvey Award Jack Kirby Hall of 

Fame. 

 

Justice 

Writer: Alex Ross, Jim Krueger 

Artist: Alex Ross, Doug Braithwaite 

DC Comics, 2005 

ISBN: 0375714626   

 

K 

 

Kick Ass 

Writer: Mark Miller 

Artist: John Romita, Jr. 

Marvel Comics, 2008- 

ISBN: 0785132619 (pbk), 0785134352 (hc) 

Summary: A teenage boy decides to dress as a superhero and fight crime.  This does not work out nearly as well as he thought it would. 

 

The Killer, Volume 1 

Writer: Matz 

Artist: Luc Jacamon 

Archaia Studios Press, 2007 

ISBN: 1932386440  

Summary: The story of an assassin, losing (or possibly gaining) a moral compassé and losing his mind.  The original was published in 

six volumes from 1998 to 2007.  Appearing in the U.S. for the first time, this reprint is translated from the French, and includes the first 

two 60-page Killer comics; 120 pages. 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

 

The Killer, Volume 2 

Writer: Matz 

Artist: Luc Jacamon 

Archaia Studios Press, 2010 

ISBN: 1932386564  

Summary: The continuing story of a professional killer, losing his mind.  This includes three 60-page Killer comics; 180 pages. 

 

The Killing Joke 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Brian Bolland 

DC Comics, 1988 

ISBN: 0930289455 

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

Kill the Revisionist 

Writer: Chad Lambert 

Artist: Chris Steininger 

Ape Entertainment, 2008 
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Summary: A brand new superhero tries to make a name for himself by taking on the head of the largest crime syndicate. 

 

The King 

Writer: Rich Koslowski 

Artist: Rich Koslowski 

Top Shelf Productions, Sept. 2005 

ISBN: 1 1891830651 

Summary: A reporter tries to find out the identity of the latest Elvis impersonator on the strip, who conceals his identity with shades and 

a gold helmet.  He discovers more than he bargained for.  

  

Kingdom Come 

Writer: Mark Waid 

Artist: Alex Ross  

DC Comics, 1997 

ISBN: 1563893304 

Summary: In a future where superheroes fight endlessly, destroying property galore, Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman come out 

of retirement to set things right.  The painted artwork by Alex Ross, as always, is simply fantastic.  

 

Koko Be Good 

Writer: Jen Wang 

Artist: Jen Wang 

First Second Books, Sept. 2010 

ISBN: 1596435550 

Summary: Inter-twining tales of three characters, their journeys in life, and the nature of goodness.  

  

L 

 

Last of the Independents 

Writer: Matt Fraction 

Artist: Kieron Dwyer 

Ait/PlanetLar, 2003 

ISBN: 1932051147 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen, Vol.1 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Kevin OôNeill 

Wildstorm, 1999 

ISBN: 1563898586 

Summary: The first in the adventures of the 19th century ñsuper teamò consisting of Allan Quartermain, Captain Nemo, the Invisible 

Man, Mina Murray from Dracula, and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 

 

Lex Luthor, Man of Steel  

Writer: Brian Azzarello 

Artist: Lee Bermejo 

DC Comics, 2005 

ISBN: 1401204546 

 

Life Sucks 

Writer: Jessica Abel, Gabe Soria 

Artist: Warren Pleece 

First Second Books, 2008  

ISBN: 1596431075  

Summary: Working the graveyard shift at a convenience store, pining for a girl who doesnôt know youôre alive ï being a vampire isnôt 

all itôs cracked up to be.   

* YA  

 

Little Vampire 

Writer: Joann Sfar 

Artist: Joann Sfar 

First Second Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1596432330 

Summary: Three shorter stories are collected here ï Little Vampire Goes to School, Little Vampire Does Kung Fu, and Little Vampire 

and the Society of Canine Defenders.  In each, Little Vampirre and his friend Michael go on an adventure and learn a lesson.  Fun for 

children, and plenty of nodding ñAhhhhò moments for older kids and adults. 
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* C  

 

Lobster Johnson: The Iron Prometheus 

Writer: Mike Mignola 

Artist: Jason Armstrong 

Dark Horse Comics, 2007- 

ISBN: 1593079753 

 

The Losers, Vol. 3: Trifecta 

Writer: Andy Diggle 

Artist: Jock, Ale Garza 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2005 

ISBN: 1401204899  

Summary: Itôs not till here, in Volume 3 (a year into the monthly series), that you find out exactly how the Losers got ñburned.ò  It is 

worth the wait. 

 

The Losers, Book 1 

Writer: Andy Diggle 

Artist: Jock 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401227333 

Summary: Collects issues 1-12 (also available as two separate trade paperbacks, Ante Up, Vol. 1 {issues 1-6}, and Double Down, Vol. 

2 {issues 7-12}).  

 

The Losers, Book 2 

Writer: Andy Diggle 

Artist: Jock, Ale Garza 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401229239 

Summary: Winds up the series, collecting issues 13-32 (also available as three separate trade paperbacks, Trifecta, Vol. 3 {issues 13-

19}, Close Quarters, Vol. 4 {issues 20-25}, and Endgame, Vol. 5 {issues 26-32}). 

 

Love & Rockets 

Writer: Los Bros. Hernandez (Jaime and Gilbert) 

Artist: Los Bros. Hernandez (Jaime and Gilbert) 

Fantagraphics, 1982- 

ISBN: 0930193415 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Luke Cage Noir  

Writer: Mike Benson, Adam Glass 

Artist: Shawn Martinbrough 

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785139427  

Summary: 1920ôs Harlem.  Luke Cage gets out of prison.  Does he help a man investigate his wifeôs murder, or join his friend in a life 

of crime?  

 

M 

 

Maddy Kettle: The Adventure of the Thimblewitch (book 1) 

Writer: Eric Orchard 

Artist: Eric Orchard 

Top Shelf Productions, 2011 

ISBN: 978-1-60309-072-8 

Summary: Eleven year old Maddy and her pet toad Ralph encounter all manner of things on an adventure to save her parents.  

* C 

 

Madman: Gargantua 

Writer: Mike Allred 

Artist: Michael Allred 

Image Comics, 2007 

ISBN: 1582407401 

Summary: 852 pages 
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Madman: the Oddity Odyssey 

Writer: Michael Allred 

Artist: Michael Allred 

Oni Press/Dark Horse/Image Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 1929998287 

Summary: A bizarre series about a superhero with somewhat supernatural powers and no memory of who he is. 

 

The Man with No Name 

Writer: Christos Gage  

Artist: Wellington Dias 

Publisher: Dynamite Entertainment, 2009 - 

ISBN Vol.1: 1606900129, 978-1606900123 

ISBN Vol.2: 1606901311, 978-1606901311 

 

Marvel 1602 

Writer: Neil Gaiman 

Artist: Andy Kubert, Richard Isanove 

Marvel Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 0785110704 

Summary: What would the classic Marvel superheroes (Spider-Man, Captain America, Daredevil) be like if they had come about in 

Elizabethan England?  Gaiman, author of the Sandman series, Coraline, and American Gods, shows us. 

 

Marvel Origins / Origins of Marvel Comics 

Writer: Stan Lee 

Artist: Jack Kirby 

Marvel Comics, 1997 

ISBN: 0785105514 

Summary: Collection of the premiere or origin stories of the major Marvel characters, including Spider-Man, the Hulk, the Fantastic 

Four, and others. 

 

Marvel Zombies 

Writer: Robert Kirkman 

Artist: Sean Phillips 

Marvel Comics, 2006- 

ISBN: 0785120149 

Summary: Kirkman, writer/creator of the Walking Dead series, turns Marvelôs superheroes into zombies.  Surprising that Marvel let 

their staple characters like Spider-Man, Captain America, and Iron Man, be portrayed as flesh devouring zombie villains, the ever-

present humor offsets any horror.  Drawn by Sean Phillips, of the crime-noir Criminal series. 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Marvels 

Writer: Kurt Busiek 

Artist: Alex Ross 

Marvel Comics, 1994 

ISBN: 0785100490 

Summary: This series of comic books, collected as a single graphic novel, works two ways.  One, it retells many of the tales of the 

Marvel Comics universe, but from the point of view of an everyday reporter.  His own failures in life are amplified by the ñsuperò 

events that surround him.  Two, itôs brought to life by the photo-realistic paintings of Alex Ross, possibly the greatest artist of his, or 

any other, generation. 

 

Masterpiece Comics 

Writer: R. Sikoryak 

Artist: R. Sikoryak 

Drawn and Quarterly, 2009 

ISBN: 1897299842 

Summary: Parodies of literary classics (Shakespeare, Dante, Wilde) featuring the likes of Ziggy, Garfield, and Superman.  

 

Maus: a Survivorôs Tale (aka The Complete Maus) 

Writer: Art Spiegelman 

Artist: Art Spiegelman 

Pantheon Books, 1996 

ISBN: 0679406417 

Summary: A son tells the story of his fatherôs life, including his harrowing time in a concentration camp in World War II.  To date, this 

is the only graphic novel to be awarded the Pulitzer Prize.  

This edition collects both Volume 1: My Father Bleeds History, and Volume 2: And Here My Troubles Began.  
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* TOP 10 Non-Superhero ï Memoir or Non-Fiction 

 

Maximum Ride: the Manga (Vols. 1-4) (YA) 

Writer: James Patterson, NaRae Lee 

Publisher: Yen Press, 2009- 

ISBN Vol. 1: 0759529515, 978-0759529519 

ISBN Vol. 2: 075952968X, 978-0759529687 

ISBN Vol. 3: 0759529698, 978-0759529694 

 

The Maxx, Vol.1 

Writer: Sam Kieth & William Messner Loebs 

Artist: Sam Kieth 

Wildstorm Press, 2003 

ISBN: 1401201245 

 

The Metamorphosis 

Created by: Franz Kafka 

Writer: Peter Kuper 

Artist: Peter Kuper 

Crown Publishing, 2003 

ISBN 1400047951 

 

Mister X: the Archives  

Writer: Dean Motter,  

Artist: Jaime and Gilbert Hernandez, Seth 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 1997 

ISBN: 1563893916 

Summary: Film noir, art deco, retro-future, and German expressionism combine in Radiant Cityfilm noir collide in this mysterious and 

funny graphic novel. 

 

Mister X (the Definitive Collection, Vols. 1 & 2) 

Writer: Dean Motter, Paul Rivoche 

Artist: the Hernandez Brothers 

I Books/Simon & Schuster, 2004 

ISBN: 0743493346 

 

Momôs Cancer 

Writer: Brian Fies 

Artist: Brian Fies 

Abrams Image, 2006 

ISBN: 0810958406 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

Monkey Vs Robot 

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka  

Top Shelf Productions, 2000 

ISBN: 1891830155  

Summary: This can easily be read as either an adult metaphor for Man vs. Nature, or just a fun childrenôs story.   

* C  

 

Monkey Vs Robot and the Crystal of Power 

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka  

Top Shelf Productions, 2003 

ISBN: 1891830368 

Summary: The story of Man versus Nature continues.  This one has the monkeys talking, and may be a bit to heavy on violence for 

children or younger readers.   

* YA  

  

Monster on the Hill (book 1)  

Writer: Rob Harrell 

Artist: Rob Harrell 

Top Shelf Productions, 2011 
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ISBN: 978-1-60309-075-9 

Summary: Set in an 1800ôs-era England, where every town has its own monster.  Though one could use a little help.  

* C  

 

Morbus Gravis I: Druuna 

Writer: Paulo Eleuteri Serpieri 

Artist: Paulo Eleuteri Serpieri 

Heavy Metal Magazine/Diva Graphics, 1999 

ISBN: 0878162224 

Summary: In a world where most people have been turned into zombies, Druuna works to find the serum to save her half-turned 

boyfriend. 

 

Moving Pictures  

Writer: Kathryn and Stuart Immonen 

Artist: Kathryn and Stuart Immonen 

Top Shelf Productions, July/August 2010 

ISBN: 1603090495, 978-1-60309-049-0  

Summary: Romance and secrets, amidst World War II and the pillaging of great art.  Stuart Immonen was the artist for Superman: 

Secret Identity, Ultimate Spider-Man, Nextwave, and Never As Bad As You Think.  

 

* James Pattersonôs non-fiction book, The Murder of King Tut, now a GN (Non-Fiction) 

The Murder of King Tut  

Author: James Patterson  

IDW Publishing, 2010 

ISBN: 160010780X, 978-1600107801  

 

N 

 

N 

Author: Stephen King, Marc Guggenheim 

Artist: Alex Maleev 

Marvel Comics, Oct./Nov. 2010 

ISBN: 0785134530, 978-0785134534 

 

SERIES  

Nancy Drew graphic novel series 

Writer: Stefan Petrucha, Sarah Kinney 

Artist: Sho Murase  

Papercutz, 2005 ï  

Summary: Nancy, Bess, and George get all new adventures in this new series of graphic novels.  

Titles:  

1 ï The Demon of River Heights 

2 ï Writ in Stone  

3 ï The Haunted Dollhouse 

4 ï The Girl Who Wasnôt There 

5 ï The Fake Heir  

6 ï Mr. Cheeters Is Missing  

7 ï The Charmed Bracelet  

8 ï Global Warming   

9 ï Ghost in the Machinery (The High Miles Mystery, pt. 1)   

10 ï The Disoriented Express (The High Miles Mystery, pt. 2)    

11 ï Monkey Wrench Blues (The High Miles Mystery, pt. 3)   

12 ï Dress Reversal  

13 ï Doggone Town  

14 ï Slight of Dan 

15 ï Tiger Counter   

16 ï What Goes Up   

17 ï Night of the Living Chatchke   

18 ï City Under the Basement   

19 ï Cliffhanger   

20 ï High School Musical Mystery   

21 ï The Lost Verse (High School Musical Mystery II)   

Nancy Drew the New Case Files #1: Nancy Drew Vampire Slayer (9/2010)   

* Teens, YA 
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Never As Bad As You Think 

Writer: Kathryn Immonen  

Artist: Stuart Immonen 

Boom! Studios, 2009 

ISBN: 978-1-9345067-3-8 

Summary: Originally a weekly webcomic where a single word was given and the artist had to draw a comic strip encompassing &/or 

including that word.  Put together, itôs a beautiful walk down the street, and all the people you meet along the way.  

http://www.immonen.ca/store  

 

Nevermore : a graphic adaptation of Edgar Allan Poe's short stories 

Self Made Hero/Sterling, 2008 

ISBN: 1411415922  

 

Nextwave (Agents Of H.A.T.E, Volume 1): This Is What They Want 

aka Nextwave: Healing America By Beating People Up 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: Stuart Immonen 

Marvel Cpomics, 2007 

ISBN: 0785119094 

Summary: The Beyond Corporation puts together itsô own superhero team, the Highest Anti-Terrorism Effort, or H.A.T.E. for short.  

But it turns out that the corporation is the bad guys, and that doesnôt go over well with the heroes.  Collects Nextwave: Agents of 

H.A.T.E. issues 1-6. 

 

Nexus, Volume One (Nexus Archives Volume 1) 

Writer: Mike Baron 

Artist: Steve Rude 

Dark Horse, 1993 

ISBN: 187857454X 

Summary: Ordinary guy Horatio is given superpowers that enable him protect his planet.  In return, he must act as a galactic policeman, 

of sorts, sent to kill murderers.  If he refuses to end the lives of these villains, he himself suffers.  A complicated view of the simple 

man, and price we must all pay. 

 

The Nightly News 

Writer: Jonathan Hickman 

Artist: Jonathan Hickman 

Image Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 1582407665  

 

Nil: A Land Beyond Belief (aka Nil: A World Beyond Belief) 

Writer: James Turner  

Artist: James Turner 

SLG Publishing, 2005 

ISBN: 1593620209  

Summary: A dystopian comedy about Proun Nul, and his world without hope. 

 

The Nobody 

Writer: Jeff Lemire  

Artist: Jeff Lemire 

Vertigo, 2010 

ISBN: 1401220819 

Summary: A bandaged stranger shows up in a beat-up, rundown, American town.  An interesting re-telling of H.G. Wellsô Invisible 

Man.  

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

Noir: a Collection of Crime Comics   

Writer: Brian Azzarello, Ed Brubaker, Rick Geary, Jeff Lemire, et al  

Artist: Sean Phillips, Dean Motter, et al 

Dark Horse Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1595823581 

Summary: Short pieces by the big guns in Comics Noir today: Brian Azzarello (of 100 Bullets), Ed Brubaker (of Criminal, & 

Incognito), Jeff Lemire (of the Nobody), etc.  104 pages.  

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

 

  

http://www.immonen.ca/store
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O 

 

Odd Is on Our Side 

Writer: Dean Koontz, Fred Van Lante 

Artist: Queenie Chan 

Publisher: Del Rey, October 2010 

ISBN-10: 0345515609  

ISBN-13: 978-0345515605 

 

Other Lives 

Writer: Peter Bagge 

Artist: Peter Bagge 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 1401219020  

Summary: The author/artist of Neat Stuff and Hate explores the issue personal identity with three characters ï who we are, and who we 

think we are. 

  

Our Cancer Year 

Writer: Joyce Brabner and Harvey Pekar 

Artist: Frank Stack 

Four Walls Eight Windows, 1994 

ISBN: 1568580118 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

Outlaw: The Legend of Robin Hood 

Writer: Tony Lee 

Artist: Sam Hart, Artur Fujita 

Candlewick Press, 2009 

ISBN: 0763643998; 0763644005  

Summary: Robin of Loxley, from childhood through the Crusades and into adulthood as Robin Hood.   

* Ages 9-12 

 

Owly: The Way Home & The Bittersweet Summer (Owly Volume 1) 

Writer: Andy Runton 

Artist: Andy Runton 

Top Shelf Productions, 2004 

ISBN: 1891830627  

(2009 Kindle edition: ASIN: B002BA4H9W) 

Summary: In a graphic novel done without any words, an Owl befriends a worm and their adventures beginé  

Volume 2: Just a Little Blue (ISBN 1891830643) 

Volume 3: Flying Lessons (ISBN 1891830767) 

Volume 4: A Time to be Brave (ISBN 1891830899) 

Volume 5: Tiny Tales (ISBN 1603090193) 

* C, All Ages 

 

P 

 

Parker: the Hunter  

Writer: Richard Stark (aka Donald Westlake), Darwyn Cooke  

Artist: Darwyn Cooke  

Idea & Design Works LLC, 2009 

ISBN: 1600104932  

Summary: Donald Westlakeôs (pseudonym: Richard Stark) Parker series began with the book, The Hunter.  It was made into a motion 

picture in 1967 (called Point Blank, with Lee Marvin), and again in 1999 (called Payback, with Mel Gibson).  Here, its title is returned, 

as well as the gritty, criminal world of the original novel.  

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

Peanutbutter & Jeremy's Best Book Ever  

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka 

Publisher: Alternative Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1891867466, 978-1891867460 

 

Pedro & Me: Friendship, Loss and what I Learned 

Writer: Judd Winick 
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Artist: Judd Winick 

Henry Holt & Co., 2000 

ISBN: 0805089640 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

A People's History of American Empire: a Graphic Adaptation 

Writer: Howard Zinn, Paul Buhle 

Artist: Mike Konopacki 

Metropolitan Books/Macmillan Books, 2008 

ISBN: 0805087443 

Summary: Tells the story of Zinnôs life, born to poor immigrants coming to America, as well as the history of the United States, 

including the tales of Wounded Knee, 9/11, World War I, and more. 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

Persepolis: the Complete Persepolis 

Writer: Marjane Satrapi 

Artist: Marjane Satrapi 

Pantheon Press, 2007 

ISBN: 0375714839 

Summary: The memoir of a childhood in Iran during the Islamic Revolution.  Both political and personal, we are pulled into a world of 

war, public whippings, and repressive regimes, as seen through the eyes of a child.   

This edition combines both Volume 1: The Story of a Childhood, and Volume 2: The Story of a Return. 

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

Phoenix: the Untold Story 

Writer: Chris Claremont 

Artist: John Byrne 

Marvel Comics, 1984 

ISBN: 0-7851-2213-3 

Summary: The original ending of the Dark Phoenix Saga, that was refused and not published.  Great for followers of the X-Men.    

 

Pinky & Stinky 

Writer: James Kochalka 

Artist: James Kochalka 

Publisher: Top Shelf Productions, 2002 

ISBN: 1891830295, 978-1891830297 

 

Pinocchio: Vampire Slayer 

Writer: Van Jensen 

Artist: Dustin Higgins 

SLG Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 1593621760  

Summary:  In inventive take on Carlo Collodi's 1883 book Pinocchio, that is both funny and poignant.   

 

Pirate Penguin vs Ninja Chicken: Troublems with Frenemies (book 1) 

Writer: Ray Friesen 

Artist: Ray Friesen 

Top Shelf Productions, 2011 

ISBN: 978-1-60309-071-1 

Summary: A Pirate Penguin and a Ninja Chicken; best of friends, and worst of enemies, and their adventures with spaceships, ice 

cream, and giant monsters. 

* C  

 

Pistolwhip 

Writer: Jason Hall 

Artist: Matt Kindt 

Top Shelf Productions, 2001 

ISBN: 1891830236 

 

Planet of the Apes 

Writer: Ian Edginton, Paco Medina, Juan Vlasc, Various 

Publisher: Dark Horse, 2001-  

ISBN The Human War (2001): 156971584X,  978-1569715840 

ISBN Vol. 1 (2002): 1569716684, ISBN-13: 978-1569716687 

ISBN Vol. 2 (2002): 1569717591, ISBN-13: 978-1569717592 
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Planetary: All Over the World and Other Stories 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: John Cassaday 

DC/Wildstorm, 2000 

ISBN: 1563896486 

Summary: A trio of individuals, lead by the mysterious Fourth Man, explore archeological sites, uncovering the secret history of the 

world. 

 

Planetary - Absolute Planetary 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: John Cassaday 

DC/Wildstorm, 2004 

ISBN: 1401203272 

 

Playback: a Graphic Novel (Raymond Chandler)  

Writer: Raymond Chandler, Francois Ayroles  

Artist: Ted Benoit 

Arcade Publishing, 2006 

ISBN: 1559707968  

Summary: Chandlerôs lost 1948 screenplay, found in the 1980ôs, and brought to life here.  

 

Powers, Volume 1 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Michael Avon Oeming 

Image Comics, 2000 

ISBN: 1582401837 

 

Preacher: Gone to Texas 

Writer: Garth Ennis 

Artist: Steve Dillon 

DC/Vertigo, 1996 

ISBN: 1563892618 

Summary: Religious, philosophical, and existential arguments divining the nature of good and evil come into play amidst blood and 

carnage in the journeys of Jesse Custer, a preacher with supernatural powers 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Preacher: Volume 7 - Salvation  

Writer: Garth Ennis 

Artist: Steve Dillon 

DC/Vertigo, 1999 

ISBN: 1563895196 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Pride and Prejudice 

Writer: Jane Austen, Nancy Butler 

Artist: Hugo Petrus 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 078513915X 

Summary: Jane Austenôs beloved book about Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy is brought to comics in the graphic novel.  Nancy Butler, 

who re-writes this classic, is a two-time winner of the RITA® award, the most prominent award given for romance novels and romantic 

fiction.  She has also written the text for the graphic novel of Austenôs Sense & Sensibility.   

 

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies 

Writer: Jane Austen, Seth Grahame-Smith, Tony Lee 

Artist: Cliff Richards 

Del Rey, 2010 

ISBN: 0345520688  

Summary: Jane Austenôs manners and morality meet zombie mayhem!  Unfortunately, itôs not in color.  

 

Pride of Baghdad 

Writer: Brian K. Vaughan 

Artist: Niko Henrichon 

Vertigo/DC Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 1401203159  

Summary: Using the true story of four lions that escaped the Baghdad Zoo in 2003, Vaughan incorporates other animals they meet 
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along the way, and creates an allegory about Iraq, its people, the nature of freedom, and its ultimate cost.  For teens, young adults, AND 

adults.    

* Teens, YA  

 

The Pro 

Writer: Garth Ennis 

Artist: Amanda Conner, Jimmy Palmiotti 

Image Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 158240383X 

Summary: Comedy featuring parody versions of many DC superheroes as they try to deal with the new girl on the team.  

 

Punisher Noir 

Writer: Frank Tieri   

Artist: Paul Azaceta 

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785139435 

Summary: Gangsters, the roaring 1920ôs and 1930ôs, and a man with a skull symbol and a big gun. 

 

Q 

 

The Quitter 

Writer: Harvey Pekar 

Artist: Lee Loughridge 

DC Comics, 2005 

ISBN: 140120399X   

Summary: Pekar takes a look back at his childhood. 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

R 

 

Rapunzelôs Revenge 

Writer: Shannon Hale, Dean Hale 

Artist: Nathan Hale 

Bloomsbury USA Children's Books, 2008 

ISBN: 1599902885 

Summary: Rapunzel doesnôt need a prince to help her, sheôs does it herself!  Soon sheôs out of the castle tower, and off to save her 

mother and the entire kingdom ! 

* C  

 

Raymond Chandler's Marlowe: the graphic novel  

Writer: Raymond Chandler, Jerome Charyn, Tom DeHaven, James Rose 

Artist: David Lloyd, Ryan Hughes, Lee Moyer and Alfredo Alcala 

IBooks Graphic Novel, 2003 

ISBN: 1596878398 

Summary: Three Chandler stories brought to graphic life: Goldfish, Trouble is My Business, and The Pencil. 

The pencil ï adapted by Jerome Charyn and David Lloyd;  

Goldfish ï adapted by Tom DeHaven and Ryan Hughes;  

Trouble is My Business ï adapted by James Rose, Lee Moyer and Alfredo Alcala;  

Afterword/ Dean Motter.  

 

Raymond Chandler's Philip Marlowe: the Little Sister  

Writer: Raymond Chandler, Alex Wald  

Artist: Michael Lark 

Fireside, 1997 

ISBN: 0684829339 

Summary: Three  

 

Reaganôs Raiders 

Writer: Monroe Arnold & Rich Buckler 

Artist: Dick Ayers, Rich Buckler, Jason Rodgers 

Solson Publications, 1986 

ISBN: 1556010052 

Summary: Then President Ronald Reagan, his Vice-President George Bush, and Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger take this poor 

manôs version of Captain Americaôs Super Soldier Serum, turning into buff, patriotic killing machines!  They avert nuclear power plant 
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meltdowns, rescue POWs from Vietnam, and bust cocaine smugglers in Bolivia.  Just like they did in real life. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

The Real Cost Of Prisons Comix  

Writer: Craig Gilmore 

Editor: Lois Ahrens  

Artists: Kevin Pyle, Sabrina Jones, Susan Willmarth  

Publisher: PM Press, 2008  

ISBN: 1604860340, 978-1604860344 

 

RED 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: Cully Hamner  

Wildstorm, 2003, 2009  

ISBN: 140122346X  

Summary: CIA man Paul Moses is RED (Retired-Extremely-Dangerous), and is not particularly grateful to be retiredé  

A comedy movie of this is due in October 2010, starring Bruce Willis, Helen Mirren, Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich, Richard 

Dreyfuss, Ernest Borgnine, and Mary-Louise Parker. 

 

RED: Tokyo Storm Warning 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: Cully Hamner, James Raiz, and Carlos D'Anda 

Wildstorm, 2004 

ISBN: 1401202837 

Summary: This time, retired CIA man Paul Moses finds himself in Tokyo, with giant lizards and robots doing battle. 

  

Remembrance of Things Past: Within a Budding Grove 

Writer: Marcel Proust 

Adapted by: Stephane Heuet 

Artist: Stephane Heuet 

NBM Publishing, year 

ISBN: 0140182225 

Summary:  The classic Proust tale of events from his childhood. 

 

The Return of King Doug 

Writer: Greg Erb & Jason Oremland 

Artist: Wook-Jin Clark 

Oni Press, 2009 

ISBN: 1934964158, 978-1-934964-15-6 

Summary: An 8-year old is transported to a magical land where he DOESNôT save the day, but runs away, instead.  A loving homage & 

parody of Narnia, through a Princess Bride filter, a delightful tale of second chances.   

* C, YA 

 

Rex Libris, Volume 1: I, Librarian  

Writer: James Turner  

Artist: James Turner 

SLG Publishing, 2007 

ISBN: 1593620624 

Summary: Marvel at the tongue-in-cheek adventures of Rex Libris, Head Librarian at Middleton Public Library, as he retrieves overdue 

library books from space aliens and the like.  Collects issues 1 ï 5.  

  

Rex Libris, Volume 2: Book of Monsters  

Writer: James Turner  

Artist: James Turner 

SLG Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 1593621531 

Summary: The further adventures of the super librarian, Rex Libris. Collects issues 6 ï 12.  

 

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

Writer: Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Artist: Hunt Emerson 

Knockabout Comics, 1989 

ISBN: 086166065X 

Summary: The classic poem of the sea and death, brought to comic life. 

 



 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
71 

Road to Perdition 

Writer: Max Allan Collins 

Artist: Richard Piers Rayner 

Paradox Press, 1998 

ISBN: 1563894491 

 

Robot Dreams 

Writer: Sara Varon 

Artist: Sara Varon 

First Second Books, 2009 

ISBN: 1596431083 

Summary: The age old story of the friendship between a dog and his robot, and their trips to the library.  Waité what? 

 

S 

 

Saga of the Swamp Thing (Swamp Thing, Vol.1) 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Steve Bissette & John Totleben 

DC/Vertigo, 1983- 

ISBN: 0446386901 

Summary: Alan Moore essentially recreates the character of the Swamp Thing to great acclaim in one of his earlier works.  Moore 

would go one to write Watchmen, and V for Vendetta amongst others. 

 

Sandman, Vol.1: Preludes and Nocturnes 

Writer: Neil Gaiman 

Artist: Dave McKean, Sam Keith 

DC/Vertigo, 1991 

ISBN: 1563890119 

Summary: The beginning of the hugely successful Sandman series.  The story of the immortal Lord of Dreams is constructed with a 

pastiche of English literature, Roman and Greek mythology, and historical events, both true and fiction.  The result is a fairly amazing 

amalgam that definitely creates its own comic universe. 

 

Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow  

Writer: James Sturm  

Artist: Rich Tommaso  

Hyperion Book CH, 2007 

ISBN: 0786839015 

 

$aving Can Be Fun! 

Writer: uncredited 

Artist: Chic Stone 

The Savings and Loan Foundation, Inc., 1968 

Summary: Johnny and Judy learn a valuable lesson with money, and learn how they can start their own savings account at the bank! 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

Scarlet Traces 

Writer: Ian Edginton 

Artist: DôIsraeli 

Dark Horse, 2003 

ISBN: 1569719403 

Summary: Somewhat of a sequel to H.G. Wellsô War of the World, done in a ñsteampunkò retro version of the future.  A decade after 

the alien invaders were stopped, things are not all right, and definitely not what they seem. 

 

Scene of the Crime: A Little Piece of Goodnight  

Author: Ed Brubaker  

Artist: Michael Lark and Sean Phillips 

DC Comics/Vertigo, 2000 

ISBN: 1563896702 

 

Sea Bear & Grizzly Shark 

Writer: Ryan Ottley, Jason Howard, Robert Kirkman 

Artist: Ryan Ottley, Jason Howard, Robert Kirkman 

Image Comics, 2010 

* Weird list 
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Superman: Secret Identity 

Writer: Kurt Busiek 

Artist: Stuart Immonen 

DC Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 1401204511 

Summary: How irritating would it be to be named Clark Kent, and be oppressively average?  How weird would it be if one day you 

began gaining the powers of Superman?  Each of the five issues here jumps about 10 years, giving you a long life story of this Clark 

Kent.  Excellently written, and beautifully drawn, this should be the next Superman movie. 

 

Sense & Sensibility 

Writer: Jane Austen, Nancy Butler 

Artist: Sonny Liew 

Marvel Comics, 2010 / 2011 

ASIN: B003NGCKEM (Issue 1 of comic book; ISBN for graphic novel not available) 

Summary: Jane Austenôs 1811 novel about the loves and heartbreaks of two sisters gets the graphic treatment.  Nancy Butler did similar 

duty, writing the graphic novel version of Austenôs Pride and Prejudice.  She is also a two-time winner of the RITA® award, in 2000 

for her novel The Rakeôs Retreat, and again in 2004 for Prosperoôs Daughter.   

 

Serenity, Vol. 1: Those Left Behind 

Writer: Joss Whedon 

Artist: Brett Matthews, Will Conrad 

Dark Horse Comics, 2006 

ISBN: 1593074492 

 

Serenity, Vol. 2: Those Left Behind 

Writer: Joss Whedon, Brett Matthews 

Artist: Will Conrad 

Dark Horse Comics, 2008 

ISBN: 1595821627 

 

Serenity: Float Out 

Writer: Patton Oswalt 

Artist: Patric Reynolds 

Dark Horse Comics, 2010 

ASIN: B003OEZDVK 

UPC: 7 61568 17004 7 00111  

Summary: Joss Whedon lets comedian/actor Patton Oswalt take a spin with his Firefly/Serenity series. 

 

Shortcomings  

Writer: Adrian Tomine 

Artist: Adrian Tomine 

Drawn and Quarterly, 2009 

ISBN: 1897299753 

Summary: An engrossing story of an Asian manôs failing relationship.  Ben Tenaka is not a very likable character, and yet youôre drawn 

in to his life, his friend, and his girlfriend.  Sad and beautiful.  

 

Siegel and Shuster's Funnyman: The First Jewish Superhero, from the Creators of Superman  

Editor: Thomas Andrae, Mel Gordon 

Writer: Jerry Siegel 

Artist: Joe Shuster  

Feral House, June 2010 

ISBN: 1932595783  

 

Sin City 

Writer: Frank Miller 

Artist: Frank Miller  

Dark Horse Comics, 1992 

ISBN: 1878574590 

 

Six Hundred and Seventy-Six Apparitions of Killoffer 

Writer: Killoffer 

Artist: Killoffer  

Typocrat Press, 2005 
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ISBN: 0954930819 

Summary: Each decision Mr. Killoffer makes (or doesnót make) creates another version of himself, showing the different roads his life 

could have taken.  This wonôt end well. 

 

Sleeper 

Writer: Ed Brubaker 

Artist: Sean Phillips 

DC/Vertigo, 2004 

ISBN: 1401201156 

 

Sleepwalk and other stories  

Writer: Adrian Tomine 

Artist: Adrian Tomine 

Drawn and Quarterly, 1998 

ISBN: 1896597122 

Summary: Sixteen stories of pain and loss.  A thematic precursor to Tomineôs Shortcomings. 

 

Smoke 

Writer: Alex De Campi  

Artist: Igor Kordey 

IDW Publishing, 2005 

ISBN: 193323928X 

Summary:  Black Ops operations in the near future of England. 

 

Son of Origins 

Writer: Stan Lee 

Artist: Jack Kirby 

Marvel Comics, 1997 

ISBN: 078510559X 

Summary: Second collection of the origin stories of the major Marvel characters, including Iron Man, the X-Men, the Avengers, and 

more. 

 

Spawn: Collected Edition, Vol.1 

Writer: Todd MacFarlane 

Artist: Todd MacFarlane 

Todd MacFarlane Productions, 2005 

ISBN: 1582405638  

Summary: Black ops soldier Al Simmons dies, and becomes the super powered Spawn, soldier for the devil.  But he turns the tables on 

the devil, fighting evil wherever it presents itself. 

 

Spawn: Endgame 

Writer: Todd MacFarlane & Brian Holguin 

Artist: Whilce Portacio 

Image Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1607060701 

Summary: The death of Al Simmons brings about an all new Spawn. 

 

Spider-Man: Blue 

Writer: Jeph Loeb 

Artist: Tim Sales 

Marvel Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 0785110623 

 

Spider-Man Loves Mary Jane, Volume 1 

Writer: Sean McKeever 

Artist: Takeshi Miyazawa 

Marvel Comics, 2005- 

ISBN: 078511954X 

Summary: A Spider-Man series told from the point of view of Mary Jane Watson.  One of the freshest, most fun takes on the Spider-

Man universe in years.   

 

Spider-Man Noir 

Writer: by David Hine, Fabrice Sapolsky 

Artist: Carmine Di Giandomenico 

Marvel Comics, 2009 
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ISBN-10: 0785129235 

Summary: 1933 is the year for this depression-era re-imagining of Spider-Man. 

 

Spider-Man Noir: Eyes Without a Face 

Writer: by David Hine, Fabrice Sapolsky 

Artist: Carmine Di Giandomenico 

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785144447 

 

Spider-Man: the Short Halloween 

Writer: Bill Hader & Seth Myers 

Artist: Kevin Maguire 

Marvel Comics, 2009/2010 

ISBN: 0785138781, 0785139028 (hbk) 

Summary: Two comedian/writer/actors from Saturday Night Live get to put their own spin on everyoneôs favorite wallcrawler. 

 

The Squirrel Mother 

Writer: Megan Kelso  

Artist: Megan Kelso 

Fantagraphics, 2006 

ISBN: 1560977469 

Summary: 14 graphic short stories, ranging from the autobiographical to fiction to alternative history.   

* YA, 10+  

FIND OTHER ya TITLES UNDER THIS ONE !! 

 

SSHHHH! 

Writer: Jason 

Artist: Jason 

Fantagraphics, 2002 

ISBN: 1560974974 

Summary:  Simple, wordless stories about a few anthropomorphic animals and their journeys through life. 

 

The Stand, Volume 1: Captain Trips 

Author: Stephen King, Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa 

Artist: Mike Perkins  

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785136207 (2009), 078514272X (2010) 

 

The Stand, Volume 2: American Nightmares 

Author: Stephen King, Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa 

Artist: Mike Perkins  

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785142746  

 

The Stand, Volume 3: Soul Survivors 

Author: Stephen King, Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa 

Artist: Mike Perkins 

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785136223, 978-0785136224 

 

Star Trek: Shinsei, Shinsei (Star Trek, the manga) 

Tokyopop, 2006 

ISBN: 1598167448 

 

Stray Bullets: the Innocence of Nihilism 

Writer: David Lapham 

Artist: David Lapham 

El Capitan, 1996 

ISBN: 0965328023 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

The Stuff of Life: A Graphic Guide to Genetics and DNA 

Writer: Mark Schultz 

Artist: Zander Cannon and Kevin Cannon 

Hill & Wang Books/Macmillan Books, 2009 
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ISBN: 0307377326  

Summary: A bit of a story is presented, but just as a basic format in order to bring up ideas and lead to questions and answers.  The 

book presents the history and science of genetics, from DNA to cloning and everything in between.  While some topics could be 

potentially contentious, Schultz presents them in an unbiased way and with a sense of humor. 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

Summer Blonde  

Writer: Adrian Tomine 

Artist: Adrian Tomine 

Drawn and Quarterly, 2003 

ISBN: 1896597572 

Summary: Four sometimes unpleasant, unflinching stories of emotional upheavals and longings related to love.  

 

Superman for All Seasons 

Writer: Jeph Loeb 

Artist: Tim Sales 

DC Comics, 1999 

ISBN: 1563895285 

 

Superman: For Tomorrow, Vol. 1  

Writer: Brian Azzarello  

Artist: Jim Lee 

DC Comics, 2006 

ISBN: 1401203523  

 

Superman: Red Son 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: Dave Johnson & Kilian Plunkett 

DC Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 1401201911 

Summary: What if the rocket ship carrying baby Superman crash landed in Russia, instead of America?  Good guy Lex Luthor has his 

work set out for him against his communist foe. 

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

Superman : Secret Identity 

Writer: Kurt Busiek 

Artist: Stuart Immonen 

DC Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 1401204511 

 

Superman: Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow? Deluxe Edition 

Writer Alan Moore 

Artist: Curt Swan (Superman artist of 1950ôs ï 70ôs) 

DC Comics, 1998 

Also includes "FOR THE MAN WHO HAS EVERYTHING", by Alan Moore & his Watchmen artist, Dave Gibbons, plus a single-

issue story teaming Superman with Swamp Thing, written by Moore, illustrated by Al Williamson and Rick Veitch.  

ISBN: 1563893150 

 

Supreme: the Story of the Year 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Alan Moore, Joe Bennett & Rick Veitch 

Checker Books, 2002 

ISBN: 0971024952  

Summary: What began as a poor rip-off of Superman, in the hands of Alan Moore, became a great story.  Part new and part homage, 

Moore simultaneously salutes and satirizes the superhero archetype.  Lighter fare than much of his other work, but not less satisfying, 

this book won him the Eisner Award for Best Writer. 

 

The Surrogates 

Writer: Robert Venditti 

Artist: Brett Weldele 

Top Shelf, 2005 

ISBN: 1891830872 

Summary: A stunning debut.  Venditti creates a world where people stay at home but use robot ósurrogatesô to go to work.  Soon, 

people are living their lives, tangentially, through them.  A great social commentary on advertising, consumerism, vanity, and 

humanity.  (The movie strays far from the great story here, making it trite and boring, even with Bruce Willis. Skip the movie.) 
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* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

T 

 

Tales Designed to Thrizzle, Vol.1 

Writer: Michael Kupperman 

Artist: Michael Kupperman 

Fantagraphics, 2009 

ISBN: 1606991647 

Summary: Humor series with retro graphics and non-stop non-sequitors 

 

The Talisman, Volume 1: The Road of Trials  

Author: Stephen King, Peter Straub, Robin Furth 

Artist: Tony Shasteen, Nei Ruffino 

Del Rey/ Random House/Ballantine Books, 2010 

ISBN: 0345517989 

 

Teen Titans: Changing of the Guard 

Writer: Sean McKeever 

Artist: Eddy Barrows 

DC Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 1401223095  

Summary: New recruits in the Titan line-up! 

 

Terminal City  

Writer: Dean Motter  

Artist: Michael Lark  

Vertigo/DC Comics, 1997 

ISBN: 1563893916 

Summary: Art Deco, retro-future, and film noir collide in this mysterious and funny graphic novel. 

 

Three Fingers 

Writer: Rich Koslowski 

Artist: Rich Koslowski 

Top Shelf Productions, 2002 

ISBN: 1891830317 

Summary: A graphic novel documentary (or ñmockumentaryò as it were) parody of Disney, cartoons, and Hollywood in general. 

Alcohol, cigarettes, crushed dreams and opressed minorities enter into the sometimes funny, sometimes heartbreaking narrative.  

Winner of the 2003 Ignatz Award for Best Graphic Novel. 

 

The Three Paradoxes 

Writer: Paul Hornschemeier 

Artist: Paul Hornschemeier 

Fantagraphics, 2007 

ISBN: 1560976535 

Summary: Paul Hornschemeier blurs the line between autobiography and fiction in this graphic novel about a comic book writer/artist 

named Paul.  Paul returns to his roots in Ohio to visit his parents, start a new comic, and meet a fan of his work. 

 

Tiki Joe Mysteries (Volume 1) 

Writer: Mark Murphy  

Artist: Mark Murphy 

SLG Publishing, 2008 

ISBN: 1593621248 

Summary: A mystery, the mob, and a group of war buddies all converge at Tiki Joeôs Restaurant, Las Vegas, 1959. 

 

Time Lincoln 

Writer: Fred Perry  

Artist: Fred Perry 

Antarctic Press, 2010 

ISBN / ASIN: 10721 20022 00111 

Summary: On the night of his assassination, Abraham Lincoln hops in H.G. Wellsô time machine, and begins battling evil ! 

  

Too Much Coffee Man: Guide for the Perplexed 

Writer: Shannon Wheeler, introduction by Mike Judge. 



 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
77 

Artist: Shannon Wheeler 

Dark Horse, 1998 

ISBN: 1569712891  

Summary: Superhero parody. 

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

The TOON Treasury of Classic Children's Comics 

Editor: Art Spiegelman and Francoise Mouly 

Abrams ComicArts, 2009 

ISBN: 0810957302 

Summary: A compendium collection of comics for children from the 1940ôs to the 1960ôs; including Donald Duck, Scrooge McDuck, 

Dennis the Menace, Little Lulu, and Captain Marvel.  Introductions are by the books editors, Art Spiegelman (creator of MAUS, the 

only graphic novel to win a Pulitzer Prize), and Françoise Mouly (artist, colorist, and art editor of The New Yorker). 

* C, YA  

 

Top 10: Book 1 

Writer: Alan Moore  

Artist: Gene Ha, finishing artist ; Zander Cannon, layout artist 

Wildstorm, 2000 

ISBN: 1563896575  

Summary: Robin Slinger is the new cop in Precinct 10, where all the cops have superpowers.  And all the citizens of the city do, too.  

Throw in the occasional alien, robot, or talking dog into the mix, and this police drama just got real interesting, real fast. 

 

Torpedo, Volume 1 (aka Torpedo 1936) 

Writer: Sanchez Abuli (Jimmy Palmiotti, English translation) 

Artist: Jordi Bernet, Alex Toth 

IDW Publishing, 2009 

ISBN: 1600104541 

Summary: Originally drawn by Alex Toth, creator of Space Ghost, this is a kind of ñScarfaceò of comics, detailing the progression from 

childhood innocence in 1903 to adult crime lord of 1936.  This Spanish comic book series originally began in 1983; it is being reprinted 

in itsô entirety in the U.S. in five volumes. 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

 

Torso: a True Crime Graphic Novel 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Marc Andreyko 

Image Comics, 2003 

ISBN: 1582401748 

Summary: Arguably the lead writer of Marvel Comics today, this is an early work in the crime noir genre.  Detailing the Cleveland 

torso murders of the 1930ôs, we find the true story of Eliot Ness, trying to solve the case. 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

Transmetropolitan 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: Darick Robertson, penciller ; Kim Demulder, Rodney Ramos, inkers 

DC Comics, 1998- 

ISBN: 1563894815 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Transmetropolitan: Back on the Street 

Writer: Warren Ellis 

Artist: Darick Robertson 

Helix/DC/Vertigo, 1998 

ISBN: 1563894459 

Summary: Journalist Spider Jerusalem is a Hunter S. Thompson-like character, comes out of retirement to work back in the City.  

Morality and social commentary on America in the 21st century, as written by England resident, Ellis.  

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

The Trial of Sherlock Holmes 

Writer: Leah Moore & John Reppion 

Artist: Aaron Campbell 

Dynamite Entertainment, 2009 

ISBN: 1606900587  

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 
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* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR (Runner-Up) 

 

True Blood 

Author: David Tischman & Mariah Huehner, w/ Alan Ball, Elisabeth Finch, & Kate Barnow 

Artist: David Messina, J. Scott Campbell  

IDW Publishing, 2010 

ISBN / ASIN: 27714 00170 00111 

 

Twilight: the Graphic Novel (Volume 1) 

Writer: Stephenie Meyer 

Artist: Young Kim 

Yen Press, 2010 

ISBN: 0759529434  

Summary: A graphic version of Meyerôs first Twilight book, where Isabella meets Edward the vampire.  

 

U 

 

Ultimate Spider-Man Collection 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Mark Bagley 

Marvel Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 0760761337 

Summary: The first 39 issues + Amazing Fantasy #15 (first Spider-Man story, 1963). 

 

Ultimate Spider-Man, Vol.1: Power and Responsibility 

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis 

Artist: Mark Bagley 

Marvel Comics, 2001 

ISBN: 078510786X 

Summary: Bendis, originally an author then writer of noir crime comics turned to superheroes.  He, along with Mark Millar, were the 

chief architects of Marvelôs ñUltimateò universe, re 1561634433 re-imagining classic characters.  Here, Peter Parker is again a teenager, 

now discovering his powers and growing up in the 21st century. 

 

The Ultimates, Vol. 1 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: Bryan Hitch 

Marvel Comics, 2002 

ISBN: 0785109609 

Summary: The writer of Wanted gives us his version of the Avengers, as they exist in Marvelôs ñUltimateò and perhaps more realistic 

universe of heroes.  One of the best superhero stories of the last decade, from one of the best writers currently in the business. 

 

Umbrella Academy: the Apocalypse Suite 

Writer: Gerard Way (of the band My Chemical Romance) 

Artist: Gabriel B§ 

Dark Horse, 2007 

ISBN: 1593079788 

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation  

by Jonathan Hennessey (Author), Aaron McConnell (Illustrator) 

Hill and Wang, 2008 

ISBN-10: 0809094878  

* Non-Superhero / Non-Fiction or Memoir TOP 10 

 

V 

 

V for Vendetta 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: David Lloyd 

DC Comics, 1988 

ISBN: 0930289528 

Summary: The masked vigilante, known only as V, takes cues from Guy Fawkes in his attempt to upset the government of a totalitarian 

England.   

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 
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W 

 

The Waiting Place: the Definitive Edition 

Writer: Sean McKeever 

Artist: Mike Norton 

IDW Publishing, 2002 

ISBN: 0943151368  

Summary: Over 450 pages in the life of Jeffry Dietz and friends. 

 

The Walking Dead, Vol.1: Days Gone Bye 

Writer: Robert Kirkman 

Artist: Tony Moore 

Image Comics, 2004 

ISBN: 1582403589 

Summary: The beginning of a fantastic zombie comic series thatôs more about the characters and the nature of humanity than the living 

dead.  

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

Wanted 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: J.G. Jones 

Top Cow Productions, 2005 

ISBN: 1582404801 

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

Watchmen 

Writer: Alan Moore 

Artist: Dave Gibbons 

DC Comics, 1986 

ISBN: 1852860243  

Summary: Along with The Dark Knight Returns, perhaps the greatest deconstruction of the superhero mythos.  Ever.  A big story, 

covering multiple generations of heroes, a multitude of characters, and a surprise around every corner.  Sad, poignant, beautiful, and 

absolutely brilliant. 

* TOP 10 GRAPHIC NOVELS 

 

We3 

Writer: Grant Morrison 

Artist: Frank Quitely 

DC/Vertigo, 2005 

ISBN: 1401204953 

Summary: A dog, a cat, and a bunny are given robotic armor, the ability to speak, and turned into killing machines.  An allegory on 

several levels, this is the story of the three coming to terms with, and deciding what, they are going to be. 

* Teens, YA 

 

When the Wind Blows 

Writer: Raymond Briggs 

Artist: Raymond Briggs 

Penguin Press, 1982 

ISBN: 0140094199 

Summary: An elderly couple learn of a possible nuclear war.  Believing that their government would never steer them wrong, they 

prepare for the calamity following the governmentôs rules and pamphlets. 

* Top 10 Non-Superhero FICTION G.N. 

 

Whiteout, Volume 1 

Writer: Greg Rucka 

Artist: Steve Lieber 

Oni Press, 2007 

ISBN: 193266470X 

 

Why I Hate Saturn 

Writer: Kyle Baker 

Artist: Kyle Baker 

DC/Vertigo, 1990 

ISBN: 0930289722  

Summary: Anne is lazy writer for a highly-regarded, little-read magazine.  She canôt keep her deadlines, she hasnôt even begun writing 
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a book thatôs due in two weeks, and her Uber-cleaning sister insists sheôs Queen of the Leather Astro Girls of Saturn.  

* WEIRD COMICS TOP 10 

 

The Winter Men 

Writer: Brett Lewis  

Artist: John Paul Leon 

WildStorm, 2009 

ISBN: 1401225268 

Summary: Sometimes called the Russian Watchmen, this is a book rich in characters.  It revolves around a man investigating a 

kidnapping case, and pulled in many other dark alleys and worlds. 

 

Witch & Wizard: Battle for Shadowland 

Writer: James Patterson, Dara Naraghi 

Editor: Bob Shreck 

Artist: Victo Santos 

Idea and Design Works LLC, October 2010  

ISBN: 1600107591 

 

Wolverine 

Writer: Chris Claremont 

Artist: Frank Miller 

Marvel Comics, 1982 

ISBN: 087135277X 

Summary: Claremont, possibly the greatest writer for the X-Men, works with Frank Miller, this time as the artist, to bring a touch of 

humanity and a past to Wolverine. 

 

Wolverine Noir  

Writer: Stuart Moore    

Artist: C.P. Smith 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785139451 

Summary: Wolverine is a detective in 1937 New York, in this re-imagining of the character.  

 

Wolverine: Old Man Logan 

Writer: Mark Millar 

Artist: Steve McNiven 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785131590  

Summary: In a dystopian future where villains have carved up and rule the U.S., Wolverine heads cross country with the now blind 

Avenger, Hawkeye, for one last adventure. 

 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

Writer: L. Frank Baum, Eric Shanower 

Artist: Skottie Young 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785129219 

Summary: The classic tale of Dorothy, Toto, the Scarecrow, the Tin Woodsman, and the Cowardly Lion.  Shanower has adapted a 

number of Baumôs Oz books.  This is his best.  But itôs also worth checking out his Adventures in Oz, 2006, by IDW Publishing. 

* Teen, YA  

 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

Writer: L. Frank Baum, David Chauvel 

Artist: Enrique Fernandez 

Image Comics, 2006 

ISBN: 1582407150 

Summary: The art has a manga look to it.  I prefer the Marvel Comics version over this one.  

* Teen, YA  

 

Wonder Woman: the Greatest Stories Ever Told 

Writer: Denny O'Neill, George Perez, Phil Jimenez, etc. 

Artist: George Perez, Curt Swan, etc. 

DC Comics, 2007 

ISBN: 1401212166  

Summary: Features 11 complete stories, reprinted, from 65 years of the Amazonôs history.  Includes cover art by Alex Ross, and an 

introduction by Lynda Carter, TVôs Wonder Woman.  
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Wonder Woman: the Complete History  

Writer: Les Daniels 

Artist: various 

Chronicle Books, 2004 

ISBN: 0811842339  

Summary: A history of DC Comics number one female superhero.  

 

Wonder Woman: the life and times of the Amazon Princess  

Writer: Les Daniels 

Artist: various 

Chronicle Books, 2001 

ISBN: 081183123X 

Summary: A history of DC Comics number one female superhero.  

 

The World's Greatest Super-Heroes 

Writer: Paul Dini 

Artist: Alex Ross 

DC Comics, Sept. 2010 

ISBN: 1401202551 

Summary: Six comics, roughly one per year, dealing with a real life social issue. Written by Dini, and painted by quite possibly the 

greatest comics artist of all time, Alex Ross.  All six (and all 400 pages of them) are collected here:  

SUPERMAN: Peace On Earth; BATMAN: War On Crime; WONDER WOMAN: Spirit of Truth; SHAZAM!: Power of Hope; JLA 

(Justice League of America): Liberty and Justice; and JLA: Secret Origins. 

 

X 

 

X'ed Out 

Writer: Charles Burns   

Artist: Carmine Di Giandomenico 

Pantheon/Random House, Oct. 2010 

ISBN: 0307379132 

Summary: Doug wakes up to find a huge hole in his brick wall, with his (dead) cat beckoning him through ité 

 

The X-Files  

Writer: Various 

Publisher: Checker Book Publishing Group, 2005-  

ISBN Vol. 1: 1933160020, 978-1933160023 

ISBN Vol. 2: 1933160039, 978-1933160030 

ISBN Vol. 3: 193316039X, 978-1933160399 

 

X-Infernus 

Writer: C.B. Cebulski 

Artist: Giuseppe Camuncoli 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785139478 

Summary: The X-Men fight to bring back Colossusô sister Illyana back from hell. 

 

X-Men: Magneto Testament 

Writer: Greg Pak   

Artist: Carmine Di Giandomenico 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 0785126406 

Summary: Completely divorced from the superhero world of the X-Men, this is the story of their greatest villain, Magneto.  This is a 

harrowing account of the holocaust, Magnetoôs childhood and early adult life, and his time in a Nazi death camp.  An incredibly 

powerful book, both in story and in its artwork.  It was named one of the 2010 óGreat Graphic Novels for Teensô by the Young Adult 

Library Services Association.    

* Teens, YA  

 

X-Men Noir 

Writer: Fred Van Lente   

Artist: Dennis Calero 

Marvel Comics, 2009 

ISBN-10: 0785131833  
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Summary: The Uncanny X-Men, told in a film noir setting.  In this setting, it appears that the X-Men are the bad guys, their mentor 

Charles Xavier is in prison, and Magneto is the Chief of Police.  No superpowers, just gritty noir goodness! 

* TOP 10 CRIME/NOIR 

 

X-Men Noir: Mark of Cain 

Writer: by Fred Van Lente   

Artist: Dennis Calero 

Marvel Comics, 2010 

ISBN: 0785144374 

Summary: The dark tale goes overseas, to the jungles of Madripoor. 

 

X-Men: the Dark Phoenix Saga 

Writer: Chris Claremont 

Artist: John Byrne 

Marvel Comics, 1991 

ISBN: 0939766965 

Summary: One of the greatest comic stories ever told.  Period.  Over the years, Claremont took  the young Jean Grey(ñMarvel Girlò), 

and let her become a strong, independent woman, as Phoenix.  Here, we find the age old tale of absolute power corrupting absolutely, as 

one of the premiere heroes in the X-Men, becomes of the premiere villains of all time.  Intriguing, exciting, and heartbreaking.   

 

Y 

 

Y: the Last Man - Unmanned 

Writer: Brian K. Vaughan 

Artist: Pia Guerra 

DC/Vertigo, 2003 

IBN: 1563899809 

Summary: Yorick is a broke, out-of-work escape artist, talking on the phone to his girlfriend halfway around the world when the plague 

strikes.  It wipes out every male of every species on the planet, except for Yorick and his pet monkey.  Can he find his girlfriend, the 

cause of the plague, and a way to save the human race?  The first volume of one of the great series in comics.  Includes the great 

original covers by J.G. Jones. 

* TOP 10 SERIES 

 

You Shall Die By Your Own Evil Creation! 

Writer: Fletcher Hanks 

Artist: Fletcher Hanks 

Fantagraphics, 2009 

ISBN: 1606991604 

Summary: The second volume, following I Shall Destroy All the Civilized Planets!; containing all of the remaining comic book work 

by Fletcher Hanks ï some of it beautiful, some of it nightmarish, all of it fascinating.   

 

Yours Truly, Jack the Ripper (aka Robert Blochôs Yours Truly, Jack the Ripper) 

Author: Robert Bloch, Joe R. Lansdale, and John L. Lansdale  

Artist: Kevin Colden 

IDW Publishing, October 2010 

ISBN: 1600107532  

Summary: Robert Bloch, author of Psycho, wrote the short story "Yours Truly, Jack the Ripper."  

Published in Weird Tales in 1943, it was adapted for radio, then television in 1961, and now as a graphic novel in 2010.  

 

Z 

 

Zot!: The Complete Black and White Collection: 1987-1991  

Writer: Scott McCloud 

Artist: Scott McCloud  

Harper Paperbacks/HarperCollins, 2008 

ISBN: 0061537276  

Summary: McCloud, author of the great non-fiction piece, Understanding Comics, got his start here, writing and drawing the 

adventures of Zot, a teenage boy from an alternate, retro futuristic Earth.  While it doesnôt contain the first 10 color issues of the series, 

it does collect all of the black and white issues, 11ï36.  
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ADDENDUM  I: 

Shakespeare in Comics / Graphic Novels 

There are at least seven different companies currently publishing Shakespeare plays as graphic novels. 

 

1. Metro Media/Self-MadeHero ï 14 plays, manga style (series - Manga Shakespeare) 

 

A Midsummer Night's Dream 

 Adapted by:, Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Kate Brown  

Amulet Books, 2008 (Originally published in the 

U.K. by SelfMadeHero) 

 ISBN: 0810994755  

 

 As You Like It 

 Adapted by: Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Chie Kutsuwada 

Amulet Books, 2009 (Originally published in the 

U.K. by SelfMadeHero) 

 ISBN: 0810983516 

 

 Hamlet 

 Richard Appignanesi, text Adapted by: 

 Artist: Emma Vieceli 

 Amulet Books, 2007 

 ISBN: 0810993244 

 

 Julius Caesar 

 text Adapted by:, Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Mustashrik 

 Amulet Books, 2008 

 ISBN: 0810970724  

 

 King Lear 

 text Adapted by:, Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: ILYA  

 Self Made Hero, 2009 

 ISBN: 0955816971  

 

 Macbeth 

 text Adapted by:, Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Robert Deas 

 Amulet Books, 2008 

 ISBN: 0810970732  

 

 Much Ado About Nothing 

by William Shakespeare; Adapted by: Richard 

Appignanesi 

 Artist: Emma Vieceli 

 Amulet Books, 2009 

 ISBN: 0810943239 (Harry N. Abrams, Inc.) 

 

 Othello 

 Adapted by: Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Ryuta Osada 

 Amulet Books, 2009 

 ISBN: 0810983508 

 

 Richard III 

 Adapted by: Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Patrick Warren 

 Self Made Hero, 2007 

 ISBN: 0955285631  

 

 Romeo and Juliet 

by William Shakespeare; Adapted by: Richard 

Appignanesi 

 Artist: Sonia Leong 

 Amulet Books, 2007 

 ISBN: 0810993252  

 

 The Merchant of Venice 

 Adapted by: Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Faye Yong 

 Self Made Hero, 2009 

 ISBN: 0955816912  

  

 The Tempest 

 Adapted by:, Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Paul Duffield 

 Amulet Books, 2008 

 ISBN: 0810994763  

 

 Twelfth Night 

 Adapted by: Richard Appignanesi 

 Artist: Nana Li 

 Self Made Hero, 2009 

 ISBN: 0955816998  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Saddleback publishes reprints of the Pendulum Illustrated Classics series of the 1970ôs and 80ôs, as well as 12 Shakespeare plays. 

 

Saddleback's illustrated classics 

The Best of Poe 

 Edgar Allen Poe 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562548840 

 

 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea 

 Jules Verne 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549502 

 

 A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's court 

 Samuel Clemens 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562548921 

 

 Around the world in eighty days 

 Jules Verne 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562548824 
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 Black Beauty 

 Anna Sewell 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562548867 

 

 Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

 Robert Louis Stevenson 

 Saddleback Educational Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562548948 

 

 Gulliver's Travels 

 Jonathan Swift 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549022 

 

 Jane Eyre  

 Charlotte Bronte. 

 Saddleback Publishing, 2006 

 ISBN: 156254912X 

 

 Journey to the Center of the Earth 

 Jules Verne 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549146 

 

 Kidnapped 

 Robert Louis Stevenson 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549162 

 

 The Call of the Wild 

 Jack London 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562548883 

 

 The Great Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549006 

 

 The Hunchback of Notre Dame 

 Victor Marie Hugo 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549081 

 

 The Invisible Man 

 H.G. Wells 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1424213304 

 

 The Last of the Mohicans 

 James Fenimore Cooper 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549189 

 

 The Mutiny on Board H.M.S. Bounty  

 William Bligh 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 156254926X 

 

 The Mysterious Island 

 Jules Verne 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549286 

 

 The Prince and the Pauper 

 Samuel Clemens 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549308  

 

 The Red Badge of Courage  

 Stephen Crane 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549324 

 

 The Swiss Family Robinson 

 Johann Wyss 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549383 

 

 The Three Musketeers 

 Alexandre Dumas 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549421 

 

 The Time Machine 

 H.G. Wells 

 Saddleback, 2006 

 ISBN: 1424213355 

 

 Tom Sawyer 

 Mark Twain 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549464 

 

 Treasure Island 

 Robert Louis Stevenson 

 Saddleback Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 142421033X 

 

Shakespeare 

 Macbeth 

 Saddleback Educational Pub, 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051494 (pbk) 

 

 As you like it 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051435 

 

 Hamlet 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549049 

 

 

 Julius Caesar 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051451  

 

 King Lear 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051478 

 

 The Merchant of Venice 

 Saddleback Educational Pub., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051516 
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 A Midsummer Night's Dream 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1424213339 

 

 Othello 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051532 (pkb.) 

 

 Romeo and Juliet 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1562549340 

 Taming of the Shrew 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051559 

 

 The Tempest 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051575 

 

 Twelfth Night 

 Saddleback Pub., Inc., 2006 

 ISBN: 1599051591

 

3. Barronôs, a business publisher, publishes many literary classics in their Graphic Classics series, including 3 Shakespeare plays.  

  

 Julius Caesar 

 Barron's, 2009 

 ISBN: 0764161415  

 

 Macbeth 

 Artist: Nick Spender; retold by Stephen Haynes 

 Barron's, 2007 

 ISBN: 0764140094 

 

 Hamlet, Prince of Denmark 

 Artist: Penko Gelev; retold by Kathy McEvoy 

 Barron's, 2009 

 ISBN: 0764140132  

 

 

 

 

4. Wiley/Cliff Notes publishes 3 manga-style graphic novels of Shakespears, with plans for more.  

  

 Shakespeare's Julius Caesar : the Manga edition 

 Adapted by: Adam Sexton 

 Artist: Hyeondo Park 

 Wiley, 2008 

 ISBN: 0470097604 

 

 Shakespeare's Macbeth : the Manga edition 

 Adapted by: Adam Sexton 

 Wiley, 2008 

 ISBN: 0470097590 

 

 Shakespeare's Romeo & Juliet 

 Adam Sexton 

 Yali Lin 

 Wiley, 2008 

 ISBN: 0470097582  

 

 

 

  

5. Classical Comics publishes many classics of literature, including Wuthering Heights and Great Expectations, as well as 4 

Shakespeare plays with more to come.  The graphic novels come in two distinct formats: ñplainò text and Original Shakespearean Text 

versions.  They also provide free online teacherôs guides to each. 

 

 

Henry V: the Graphic Novel 

 By William Shakespeare 

Adaptation: John McDonald 

 Artist: Neill Cameron 

 Classical Comics, 2008 

 ISBN: 1906332428  

 

 Macbeth: the Graphic Novel 

Adaptation: John McDonald 

 Artist: Jon Haward 

 Classical Comics, 2008 

 ISBN: 1906332045 

 

Romeo & Juliet: the Graphic Novel 

Adaptation: John McDonald 

 Artist: Will Volley 

 Classical Comics, 2009 

 ISBN: 978-1-906332-61-7 

 

The Tempest: the Graphic Novel 

Adaptation: John McDonald 

Artist: Jon Haward 

Classical Comics, 2009 

ISBN: 978-1-906332-69-3 

 

A Midsummer Nightôs Dream: the Graphic Novel 

Adaptation: John McDonald 

Artist: Kat Nicholson & Jason Cardy 

Classical Comics, June 2010 

 

Richard III: the Graphic Novel 

Adaptation: John McDonald 

Classical Comics, Late 2010 

 

Hamlet: the Graphic Novel 

Adaptation: John McDonald 

Classical Comics, Early 2011 
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6. Spark Noteôs ñNo Fear Shakespeareò series is 19 titles strong, one -interestingly enough- not a play, but devoted to the sonnets.  The 

series is unique in that the same artwork is reprinted on facing pages, with the text on the left page being the original Shakespearean 

language, while the text on the right page is in modern English.  

   

 A Midsummer Night's Dream 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1411400488 

 

 Antony and Cleopatra 

 Spark Notes, 2006 

 ISBN: 1411499190  

 

 As You Like It 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2004 

 ISBN: 1411401042 

 

 Hamlet 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1586638440  

 

 Henry IV, parts one and two 

 Spark Notes, 2005 

 ISBN: 141140436X (pbk. : alk. paper) 

 

 Henry V 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2004 

 ISBN: 1411401034 

 

 Julius Caesar 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1411400453 

 

 King Lear 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 158663853X 

 

 Macbeth 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1586638467  

 

 Much Ado About Nothing 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2004 

 ISBN: 1411401018 

 

 Othello 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1586638521  

 

 Richard III 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2004 

 ISBN: 1411401026 

 

 Romeo and Juliet 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1586638459 

 

 Sonnets 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2004 

 ISBN: 1411402197 

 

 The Comedy of Errors 

 Spark Notes, 2005 

 ISBN: 1411404378 

 

 The Merchant of Venice 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1411400518  

 

 The Taming of the Shrew 

 Spark Notes, 2004 

 ISBN: 1411401018  

 

 The Tempest 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1586638491 (pbk. : alk. paper) 

 

 Twelfth Night 

 Editor: John Crowther 

 Spark Notes, 2003 

 ISBN: 1586638513  

 

 

 

 

7. Puffin Graphics, part of the Penguin Group, is also publishing literary classics in graphic novel form.  Their titles so far include 

Black Beauty, the Wizard of Oz, Call of the Wild, and the Red Badge of Courage.  They have begun their Shakespeare series with 

Macbeth. 

 

 William Shakespeare's Macbeth : the graphic novel 

 Puffin, 2005 

 ISBN: 1599611171 

 

  



 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
87 

ADDENDUM  II:  

The Works of Jason (John Arne Sæterøy)_appearing in English 

 

Hey, Wait...    2001  ISBN 1-56097-463-X0  

Sshhhh!     2002  ISBN 1-56097-497-4  

The Iron Wagon    2003  ISBN 1-56097-541-5  

Tell Me Something    2004  ISBN 1-56097-566-0  

You Can't Get There From Here 2004  ISBN 1-56097-598-9  

Why Are You Doing This?   2005  ISBN 1-56097-655-1  

Meow, Baby!   2006  ISBN 1-56097-695-0  

The Left Bank Gang   2006  ISBN 1-56097-742-6  

The Living and the Dead   2007  ISBN 1-56097-794-9  

I Killed Adolf Hitler   2007  ISBN 1-56097-828-7  

The Last Musketeer   2008  ISBN 978-1-56097-889-3  

Pocket Full of Rain   2008  ISBN 978-1-56097-934-0  

Low Moon    2009  ISBN 978-1606991558  

Werewolves of Montpellier   2010  ISBN 978-1606993590 

 

Almost Silent    2010  ISBN 978-1606993156 

(A collection, reprinting: Tell Me Something; You Can't Get There From Here; Meow, Baby!; and The Living and the Dead.) 

 

What I Did   2010  ISBN 978-1606994146 

(A collection, reprinting: Hey Wait...; Sshhhh!; and The Iron Wagon.) 
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Rock the Room! ï Networking Skills for Everyone  

with Kristen Lindsay  on Monday, 7/26/10, 9:00-10:15am 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Currently the Assistant Dean of Students / Director of the Academic and Career Support Center at 

Heidelberg University, Kristen has also worked successfully with students and professional staff at 

large state universities over the past 12 years. Through teaching and presenting career topics to 

students, parents, faculty, and colleagues, she has developed an extensive repertoire of professional 

development topics. 
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. 
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Wii Willé Wii Will Rock You:Gaming in the Libraries  

with  Elizabeth Jacobs, Beka Lindeman, and Maria Vega on Monday, 7/26/10, 

10:30-11:45am  

 

 
 

 

These three lovely ladies are the former superheroes of the Piqua Public Library (Codename: Power 

Puff Girls). They have vanquished all the super villains in the area since the last OLSSI conference. 

As a result, the ladies have changed their secondary career path. They are now a cover band for the 

Village People. Elizabeth has since moved on to the library at the University of Dayton, but she is 

still able to make it to band practice. When they are not keeping an eye on super villains or practicing 

the ñYMCA,ò you can find them either helping library patrons or devising their next super gaming 

session.  
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Wii Will, Wii Will, Rock You! Gaming in Libraries  

I.  Introduction of Presenters: Elizabeth Jacobs (University of Dayton), Beka Lindeman (Piqua Public Library), 

Maria Vega (Piqua Public Library) 

II. Why Game 

a. Engaging and motivationalðgames motivate interest in many different subjects 

b. Create a community hubðgaming shows you are interested in your users and that you want them to see 

the library as integral to your community 

c. Additional service for existing patronsðprovides new opportunities for learning and socialization, 

introduces them to new services and materials 

d. Attract new patronsð you can open their minds to other library services and materials.  

e. Develop life skillsðdevelop basic literacy, decision-making skills, risk analysis, inference, symbolism, 

flexibility, communication 

III.  Types of Games 

a. Board games 

¶ How to pick games 

1. Public domain and free games include Card Games, Chess, Checkersðyou can bring 

in existing clubs to hold these events. 

2. Popular Games include Monopoly, Scrabble, Connect Four, Outburst, UNO, Apples 

to Applesðchoose carefully based on time commitment  (UNO is short, Monopoly 

can be forever), educational component (Scrabble involves more basic literacy than 

Connect Four), and if you are going to have a permanent collection versus 

programming. 

3. Specialty Games ïTsuro, Incan Gold, Sorry Sliders, Ubongo, Blokus, Settlers of 

Catanðthese games involve more interesting decisions and critical thinking skills but 

can be pricy and some are very involved. 

4. Life-sized board gamesðinclude Clue and Monopolyðyou will have to create the 

materials for these (some templates are available online.  You can have library users 

come to an activity where they help create the game before they play it.  These are 

very attention getting. 

¶ How to get materials 

1. Bring in local card clubs and chess clubsðthey will usually provide the materials 

during the programs free of charge.  Cards, chess and checkers are very low cost. 

2. Popular games can be found at thrift stores and mass merchandisers very cheaply.  

Many board game distributors will also donate games when contacted.  Some offer 

grants to libraries.  Check garage sales, put up signs asking for donations of specific 

game donations in your library.   

3. Ask your library usersðmany people will bring in their favorite games for a program. 

4. Partner with other local organizations that have gamesðthe YMCA/YWCA, local 

after-school programs, youth centers, and hold a joint program. 

b. Role playing games 

¶ How to pick games 

1. Games with a gamemaster include Dungeons and Dragons and Faeryôs Taleðone 

person will have to create an adventure and give the players choices and/or situations.  

Faeryôs Tale is simple, D & D more complexðyou will need guides for these games 

(books you can buy for your library).  Adventures tend to be longer time-frame and 

detailedðrun over more than one session. 

2. Collectible card gamesðYu-Gi-Go, Magic the Gathering, Pokemon are examples.  

Players bring their own cards, you just supply the playing area.  You can hold 

sanctioned tournaments for these games.   
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3. War/Miniature GamesðHeroscape, Memoir 44, Warhammer.  These involve 

cardboard figures or miniatures.  Players provide their own material, similar to the 

collectible card games.  There is a wide range of topics from historical battles to 

fantasy adventures.  You will need to have room to set up.  You can have also hold a 

program where players create miniatures or trade figurines with other players. 

4. Crossover Role Playing and Board GamesðGames such as Arkham Horror, 

HeroQuest and Talisman are examples.  These games are one-sitting role playing 

games.  All materials are provided in the box. 

¶ How to get materials 

1. Wizards of the Coast websiteðwill send libraries a free package for their games. 

2. Sign up to host a sanctioned tournament.  Often you will receive materials. 

3. Contact game makers and request donations.  They will send posters, promo materials, 

etc. 

4. Contact local comic book stores and gaming stores. They will often provide free 

materials. 

5. Sign up for a tournament.  Often participants receive free materials just for attending.  

One of our librarians went to his first tournament, placed 5th and received a cache of 

free materials as a prize (only 8 people played, so most everyone received prizes).   

6. You can buy earlier editions of player manuals at a huge discount.  The basics of the 

game are the same.  The newest ones are just more updated. 

c. Electronic gaming 

¶ How to pick games 

1. Computer gamesðpurchased and installed software.  This option is not 

recommended.  You must buy licenses for public use and these can only be used on 

one machine.  Often the disc must be placed in the machine to run.  Excellent games 

include the Sims, Civilization, Rollercoaster Tycoon. 

2. Web gamesðRuinscape, Poppit, Farmvilleðalmost any game is available on the 

Internet either through a dedicated site (like Ruinscape) or a game site such as 

pogo.com.  Users usually need to register and often there is an age requirement to do 

so (many teens ignore this).  Be aware of chat roomsðmany game sites have these 

and this can cause security issues.  These are often free sites (some have 

advertisements).  Popular games include Ruinscape, Bejeweled, Solitaire. 

3. Console gamesðWii, Playstation 2, X-Box.  Wii is very popular in libraries (see 

article 50 ways to use the Wii in the library).  Always check the rating to make sure it 

is appropriate for your target users.  Games cover a variety of topicsðSmarty Pants 

includes brainteasers, Mario Kart is a racing game, Super Smash Brothers Brawl is 

fighting but not gory.  Look at single player versus multiplayer depending on the type 

of program you wish to have (drop-in gaming versus a tournament), length of game.  

The most popular games include NASCAR, Mario Kart, Madden, Grand Theft Auto, 

Guitar Hero, Dance Dance Revolution, Rock Band, Halo. 

¶ How to get materials 

1. Most web-based games are free.  Just make sure you can get to the sites (some 

firewalls block them). 

2. For console gaming you will pay for the initial console and remotes.  You can buy 

these at a mass merchandiser, at a local game store or online.  You can buy these used 

and can get good deals on older models (the Playstation 2 is recommend over the 

Playstation 3 because it is much less expensive and has more games available). 

3. Have program participants bring in consoles and games from home.  Often they will 

have game saves and unlocked items not available on new games. 

4. Partner with community organizations that already have the consoles. 

5. Rent games or buy them used at video stores and game stores. 



 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
96 

6. Buy an Atari Flashback retro programðfor about $20 you can have the entire catalog 

of 80s Atari games which are popular now. 

7. An Xbox live account is another way to purchase games.  For $50 a year you can play 

game demos for free and purchase arcade style titles for less than $10 each.  Similar 

accounts are available for the Wii. 

d. Library literacy 

¶ How to pick games 

1. TriviaðTrivia questions or Jeopardy-style games.  Participants can compete as 

individuals or teams.  You can create these on a wide variety of topics.  Can be on 

paper or as a program.   

2. Mock game showðLibrarian can be the emcee and can conduct any TV game show 

modified to suit the library.  Examples can be the Price is Right with different games 

(put the LOC numbers in order), Wheel of Fortune with library topics as words, 

Family Feud using survey monkey to create a survey for your library patrons and then 

creating questions based on it.  Tailor these to fit your needs. 

3. Reality gamesðSurvivor Libraryðeliminate contestants if they canôt complete tasks 

using library materials (find a book talking about how to build a shelter), Reference 

Idolðwho can find things the fastest, etc.  Minute to Win Itðlibrary stunts such as 

stacking books or putting them in order.  Silent Libraryðcontestants must complete a 

task without speaking. 

4. Mystery programsðFollow a script where participants have to use library materials to 

find clues to solve the crime.  These can be time consuming and require 

staff/volunteers to act out parts. 

5. Treasure hunts/scavenger huntsðparticipants are given clues to follow to lead them to 

specific items or are given a list of items they need to find.   

¶ How to get materials 

1. Look onlineðlots of librarians have posted games and pictures on their websites. 

2. Contact listservsðmost librarians are happy to share ideas and presentations they 

have already created. 

3. You can use PowerPoint to create Jeopardy slidesðthere are lots of templates 

available online, or you can buy a physical board at Trainerôs Warehouse. 

4. You can purchase library skills murder mystery games at Demco.com. 

5. Be creative! 

IV.  How to Hold an Event 

a. First determine who you want to attract to your library and what your objective are.  Do you want to de-

stress after exams?  Do you want to reinforce library skills?  Do you want to base your games on 

literacy or communication skills or dexterity?  What age range are you targeting?  Pick your game based 

on these decisions. 

b. Decide the length of the event.  Will it be reoccurring (weekly chess or card playing sessions, monthly 

D & D games, bi-weekly Wii open gaming sessions, library computers available on a daily basis to play 

online games)?  Will it be a one-time event (a Rock Band tournament, a library scavenger hunt, a board 

game marathon on National Gaming Day)?  Will it be a tournament (round-robin, elimination)? Will 

you circulate the materials in your library? 

c. Consider space, equipment and noise restrictions.  Can you hold your event during library hours or 

should it be after-hours?  Can it be confined to a single area or will it be building-wide?  Is it better 

indoors or outside?  What technology will you need (LCD projector, speakers, microphone, slide-

projector, digital camera)? 

d. Find organizations/resources available in your community.  Can your partner with them?  Will they hold 

the event for you and you just host it?  Will they provide materials?   
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e. Determine if you will offer prizes.  How many prizes will be given and to whom?  How much will you 

spend on prizes?  What will the prizes be?  Can free copies or fine forgiveness be offered to 

participants?  Can local groups or companies sponsor prizes? 

f. Determine what you will need to purchase and what funds are available.  Write grants, request 

sponsorship, check for used items or if rentals are available.  Will a Friends Group provide funds?  

Write manufacturers and see if local retailers will sponsor your event or provide materials. 

g. Market and promote your eventðSee topic V. 

h. Gather all materialsðhold a trial run if necessary.  Make sure all staff and volunteers know how to play 

the game and are familiar with the rules and set-up. 

i. Put up a display of library materials related to your event.  Create a bibliography of related books. 

j. During the event take pictures, have a sign-up sheet, and have a short evaluation for participants to fill 

out so you can assess your event. 

V. Marketing  

a. Promote not just your event but the benefits of gaming 

b. Obviousðnewsletters and signs in the library 

c. Find people where they areðcomputer labs, coffee shops, comic shops, game shops, bookstores, local 

newspapers, wherever your patrons hang out 

d. E-mail, text, Myspace, Facebook 

e. Hold joint programs with other organizations and use their marketing channels 

f. Create library displays around the eventðput out related books and other materials 

VI.  Additional Information 

a. Donôt spend money on the hottest thing right awayðoften times gamers are willing to share/bring in 

their own.  Donôt forget about renting, buying used games, finding things at thrift stores. 

b. Find the gaming experts in your areaðthis can be staff members, students, community members, store 

owners.  Get their advice and recommendations for games. 

c. Share your experiences and successes with other librarians.  If you create something, post it on a listserv 

or blog.   

d. Events held on a regular basis tend to grow and become successful.   

e. Create a club or group dedicated to exploring gaming.  Try a different game every month. 

f. Do evaluations to see how people like your programs and find out their suggestions.  Keep surveys short 

and open-ended. 

g. Hold an event where participants can create their own game.  Give them a box of materials and let them 

be creative. 

h. Read reviews of games before your purchase them.  Check out gaming websites and gaming magazines 

for both formal and informal reviews. 

i. You can contact game manufacturers to purchase spare parts/pieces that are lost or missing from used 

games. 

VII.  Resources 

a. FunAgainGames.com 

b. Boardgamegeek.com 

c. Metacritic.com 

d. NGD.ala.org (National Gaming Day is Saturday, November 13thðvisit this site for a toolkit) 

e. Games in Libraries Podcast: http://gamesinlibraries.org 

f. YouTube Games in Libraries class: http://gamesinlibraries.org/course 

g. Feel free to contact us for more information or for a copy of our PowerPoint presentation: 

¶ Maria Vega:  vegama@oplin.org 

¶ Elizabeth Jacobs: ejacobs1@notes.udayton.edu 

¶ Beka Lindeman: beka.lindeman@gmail.com 

http://gamesinlibraries.org/
http://gamesinlibraries.org/course
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50 Ways to Use the Wii In Your Library  

Online Education Database : http://oedb.org/   

Published on Tuesday 8th of July, 2008 

Libraries are often looking for a way to get the community more involved in the library, and gaming is a great way to do 

that. And the Nintendo Wii makes an awesome console for libraries because it can be social and collaborative. Here, we'll 

take a look at 50 fun and educational ways to use the Wii in your library. 

Events  

Use the Wii to get patrons in your door with these events. 

1. Classic game night : With the virtual console, you and your patrons can play and reminisce about classic games. 

2. Family play night : Use this family-friendly console to bring families together in your library. 

3. Harry Potter Party : Bring Potter fans in with the books and a chance to play Billy the Wizard on the Wii. 

4. Pokemon Battle Revolution Tournament : Let your patrons link their Ninendo DS devices and play against each 

other on the big screen. 

5. Going away party : Have fun with library staff that is going away by playing the Wii. 

6. Painting party : Play around with the doodle function and see if you and your patrons can emulate famous works 

of art. 

7. Puzzle play : Encourage collaborative work by solving photo puzzles on the Wii. 

8. Carnival night : Create a tiny carnival in your library with the Wii's Carnival Games. 

9. Comic book night : If you don't have comic books, bring some in, and ask patrons to dress up and come play the 

Marvel Ultimate Alliance game. 

10. Laser tag : Turn your Wiimotes into laser tag tools. 

11. Kid instruction night : Let kids teach adults how to play games on the Wii. 

Contests  

Bring out the competitive side of your patrons with these contests. 

12. Dance Dance Revolution contest : You'll get lots of kids to visit the library with a Dance Dance Revolution party. 

13. Compete against other libraries : Pit your patrons against others in libraries across town or around the world for 

some friendly competition. 

14. Literary Mii contest : Ask your patrons to create Miis of their favorite literary figures and award the most creative 

ones. 

15. Big Brain Academy challenge : Get patrons to play this game, and give prizes to anyone who beats a certain 

score. 

Education Themes  

Use Wii games to create a theme night for educational topics. 

16. Trauma Center: With Trauma Center, you can dicuss medical conditions and various figures from medical history. 

17. History of racing : With MarioKart for the Wii, you can play and discuss racing through the years. 

18. Music education : Pick up a copy of Rockband to introduce music education to the library. 

19. Military history : Discuss World War II military flight with Blazing Angels Squadrons of WWII. 

http://oedb.org/
http://www.nintendo.com/wii/virtualconsole
http://www.mbmpl.org/vg/?p=60
http://groups.google.com/group/LibGaming/browse_thread/thread/77e5660aeef44f8b/2699c4a60375a0bd?lnk=gst&q=wii#2699c4a60375a0bd
http://researchquest.blogspot.com/2008/05/you-know-you-work-at-great-place-when.html
http://www.amazon.com/Take-2-34184-Carnival-Games/dp/B000QD7BBM/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582847&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/ACTIVISION-81501-Marvel-Ultimate-Alliance/dp/B000G7VUWO/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214583116&sr=1-1
http://www.wiili.org/forum/wiimote-laser-tag-t1196.html#7369
http://groups.google.com/group/LibGaming/browse_thread/thread/77e5660aeef44f8b/2699c4a60375a0bd?lnk=gst&q=wii#2699c4a60375a0bd>Mario Party</a></strong>: Mario Party is a great game to play with elementary and younger middle schoolers.</li><li><strong><a href=
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dance_Dance_Revolution_Hottest_Party
http://groups.google.com/group/LibGaming/browse_thread/thread/29a8992e992a0fbe/32b5c53c4634c3db?lnk=gst&q=wii#32b5c53c4634c3db
http://www.amazon.com/Big-Brain-Academy-Wii-Degree/dp/B000OAO188/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582479&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Atlus-70002-Trauma-Center-Blood/dp/B000TP2UZO/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582431&sr=8-1%22
http://www.amazon.com/Mario-Kart-Wii-Wheel/dp/B000XJNTNS/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582465&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/MTV-Games-16797-Special-Edition/dp/B0016HM45K/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582542&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Blazing-Angels-Squadrons-of-WWII/dp/B000HGKEZS/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214516565&sr=1-5
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20. Physical education : With the Wii Fit, you can spark an interest in physical education and therapy. 

21. Football history : Play football on the Wii and take the opportunity to share football history. 

22. Cookbooks : Use Cooking Mama to highlight cookbooks your library may have available. 

23. Agatha Christie : With Agatha Christie: And Then There Were None, you can take an in-depth look at Agatha 

Christie's works. 

24. Geography : With the Wii's news and weather channels, you'll have an interactive globe at your disposal. 

25. Current events session : Teach patrons how important current events are using the Wii news channel's news 

slideshow. 

26. Gaming history : Use the virtual console to get patrons to take a look back into gaming history. 

27. Golf : Play Wii Golf and research famous golfers. You can even make miis of them. 

28. Sea Monsters : Use Sea Monsters to take a look at underwater life. 

Multimedia  

Your AV department will love these ideas.  

29. Foldable interactive displays : Take interactive displays for your library anywhere with this hack. 

30. Internet presentation : Use the Wii's Internet feature as an alternative to a projector. 

31. Library slideshow : Promote some of your library's great photos by loading them onto the Wii's photo slideshow. 

32. Share images : Post images to your Wii message board so patrons can see them. 

33. Virtual reality : You can use the Wiimote for experiments in virtual reality. 

34. Mouse : Use your Wiimote as a mouse. This is especially helpful for presentations. 

35. Digital whiteboard : Use your Wiimote to turn your laptop into a digital whiteboard. 

36. Finger tracking : Show patrons the power in their fingertips with this cool trick. 

News & Weather  

Take advantage of the Wii's news and weather channels in your library. 

37. Stay updated on the weather : Leave the weather channel up to keep your patrons updated on the weather 

outside. 

38. Share news around the world : With the Wii's news station, you can highlight world news. 

39. Constant news ticker : Keep your Wii on the news channel's opening screen, and you'll have an ongoing ticker 

for the news of the day. 

40. Large text reader : With the Wii's large text, you can make it fun and easy for patrons with vision problems to read 

news stories. 

41. Geographic visualization : Share the news on the map so patrons can see exactly where it's happening. 

Communication & Information  

Use the Wii to gather information and stay in touch with your patrons using the Wii's communication features. 

42. Wiimail : Get the console numbers of patrons and send out notices about library wii events and more through your 

Wii. 

43. Leave messages : On the Wii message board, you can put up posted memos for all to see. 

44. Vote : Use the everyone votes channel to see what your library patrons really think. 

45. Voting competition : See which Mii makes the best predictions on the Everyone Votes channel. 

46. Submit questions on everyone votes : Let patrons ask a question they really want to know and see if it gets 

answered. 

http://www.amazon.com/Nintendo-RVLRRFNE-Wii-Fit/dp/B000VJRU44/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582568&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Electronic-Arts-15544-NCAA-Football/dp/B00160NLHM/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582585&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Majesco-Cooking-Mama-Cook-Off/dp/B000KUHR8S/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582608&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Agatha-Christie-Then-There-Were/dp/B000U8DTW8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214582631&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Destination-Software-10123-Sea-Monsters/dp/B000RW3V70/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&s=videogames&qid=1214516493&sr=1-14
http://youtube.com/watch?v=nhSR_6-Y5Kg&feature=user
http://www.ericjenkins.net/2007/12/cool-things-to-do-with-wii-remote.html
http://youtube.com/watch?v=Vp1_pZ-AteA
http://speakquietly.blogspot.com/2008/01/its-not-just-wii-anymore.html
http://youtube.com/watch?v=0awjPUkBXOU
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Other Uses  

These are just a few more ways you can put the Wii to work. 

47. Help seniors play sports : The Wii makes playing sports possible for some senior citizens. 

48. Game creation project : Gather your technologically-inclined patrons and have them create their own Wii game 

using WiiWare. 

49. Librarian Miis : Connect with patrons by creating Miis that look like librarians. 

50. Orientation : Create a more welcome, collaborative environment at orientations by bringing out the Wii. 

  

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08174/891265-58.stm
http://libraryrock.wordpress.com/category/wii/
http://timothygreig.com/archives/56
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Life at the Library is a Beach  

with Beth Anderson and Tanya Ellenburg-Kimmet on Monday, 7/26/10,  

10:30-11:45am  
 

 
 

Mrs. Flutterbutter is a self-proclaimed ñLibrary Divaò of the Mini-University Preschool Group at the 

Wright State University and Lover of Fun, has a grand total of 24 years playing in a libraryéand 

getting paid for it.  She can be found in a variety of places at the Paul Laurence Dunbar Library 

during any given day. Her favorite times are when she is privileged to entertain and draw others into 

the love of libraries, reading, research, and yes even technology, all the while enjoying a giggle or 

two while doing it.  Mrs. Flutterbutter is a firm believer in living every minute at work with a sense of 

wonder and joy, and believes that a good laugh a day, with a bit o chocolate, keeps the Doctor away. 

 

 

 

Clover is a Digital Services Scanning Specialist at Wright State University Libraries. She is a member 

of the Library Social Committee for the WSU Libraries. Her training lies in her life experiences, 

several art classes, high school/college theatre, high school storytellerôs club, and her obsession 

attending any class that says she can have fun while she works. She is studying Anthropology at 

present. She currently resides in a quaint little town known as Yellow Springs and uses that 

anthropology training to study hippies in their natural environment.  
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[ƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŀ .ŜŀŎƘ 
Beth Anderson and Tanya Ellenburg -Kimmet  

Wright State University Libraries  

 

Quotes:  
 

ñDozens of top companies are finding that employees who laugh together stay together, produce 

more, invent more, and work more cohesively as a team.ò Bradford Swift, HRMagazine March 1994  

 

ñThe sales director of a large New York corporation hired a theater director to teach his salesmen to 

smile. Sales went up 15% within 3 months of the lesson.ò Seth Godin, Wisdom, Inc 

ñAccording to Evelyn Girard of the Forum Conference Center, the most important resource that she 

has to offer to clients coming to her facility for a meeting is a toy box. She thinks that every 

conference room should have one - with toys inside to spur creativity, reduce stress, and build 

teamwork.ò (301 Ways to Have Fun at Work by Dave Hemsath and Leslie Yerkes) 

 

ñEmployees from the Colorado Health Sciences Center in Denver who viewed humorous training 

films and attended workshops showed a 25% decrease in downtime and a 60% increase in job 

satisfaction.  HRFocus February 1993 

 

******  

 

Daveôs Top Ten List (to have fun at work):  
 

10. Dance the Macarena 

9. Group outing (lunch, dinner, or happy hour) 

8. Celebrate birthdays and anniversaries 

7. Post cartoons (Dilbert) on doors bulletin boards, etc. 

6. Dress up on Halloween 

5. Have a positive attitude 

4. Casual dress Friday 

3. Tell Jokes 

2. Eat (foods can vary) 

1. Smile 

Hemsath, Dave; Yerkes, Leslie. 301 Ways to Have Fun at Work. 1997. 
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A Twelve Step Method to Fun (301 Ways to Have Fun at Work by Dave Hemsath 

and Leslie Yerkes) 
 

¶ Start with Yourself 

¶ Inspire Fun in Others 

¶ Create an Environment That Encourages Fun 

¶ Celebrate the Benefits of Fun 

¶ Eliminate Boundaries and Obstacles That Inhibit Fun 

¶ Look for the Humor in Your Situation 

¶ Follow Your Intuition-Be Spontaneous 

¶ Donôt Postpone Your Fun 

¶ Make Fun Inclusive 

¶ Smile and Laugh a Lot 

¶ Become Known as ñFun Lovingò 

¶ Put Fun into Action 

 

Hemsath, Dave; Yerkes, Leslie. 301 Ways to Have Fun at Work. 1997. 

 

 

 

 

Check Out! 

www.creativethink.com Roger von Oech who is author of  

¶ A Whack on the Side of the Head,  
¶ A Kick in the Seat of the Pants, and  
¶ Expect the Unexpected 
¶ Creative Whack Pack for the iPhone 

 

Meetings Bloody Meetings:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWYnVt-umSA  

 

LaughterYoga  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJefvRplGnE or www.laughteryoga.org 

 

http://www.winstonbrill.com/bril001/html/article_index/articles/251-300/article294_body.html 12 

steps to Fun 

 

Powerpoint and notes are available on Tanyaôs weebly at 

http://cyberwildstar.weebly.com/funthelibrary-wsu-style.html.  

You may also visit Bethôs weebly at 

http://bethanderson.weebly.com/index.html 

 

  

http://www.creativethink.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Whack-Side-Head-More-Creative/dp/0446404667/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1210021422&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/gp/explorer/0060960248/2/ref=pd_lpo_ase/002-4570228-7720848?
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1576752275/ref=ase_creativethink/002-7913748-5268030
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewSoftware?id=307306326&mt=8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWYnVt-umSA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJefvRplGnE
http://www.laughteryoga.org/
http://www.winstonbrill.com/bril001/html/article_index/articles/251-300/article294_body.html
http://cyberwildstar.weebly.com/funthelibrary-wsu-style.html
http://bethanderson.weebly.com/index.html
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What if the Library Rocks and Nobody Hears it? Making Staff Good 

Ambassadors  

with Susan Ungham and Pat Rainey on Monday, 7/26/10, 10:30-11:45am  
 

 

 

 

Pat Rainey has been working in libraries since 1997.  She received her MLIS from Kent State 

University in 2005 and is currently the Childrenôs Department supervisor at the Brunswick Library, 

part of the Medina County District Library.  Her interests include early literacy and using music in 

childrenôs programs. 

 

Susan Ungham has been working in libraries since 1999.  She received her MLIS from Kent State 

University in 2001 and is currently the manager of Brunswick Library, part of Medina County 

District Library.  Her interests are services to children, musical programming, services and programs 

for Latinos and other new Americans, making staff members into great library ambassadors, library 

security, and innovations. 
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Presenters:  
Pat Rainey & Susan Ungham* 
Medina County District Library 
Brunswick Library 
3649 Center Road 
Brunswick OH 44212 
330-273-4150 

rainey@mcdl.info  

ungham@mcdl.info 

http://www.mcdl.info   
 

* If  you return to your home librar y and think of a question that you meant to ask while you were in 

this room, contact us.  We love to help.  

 

Welcome, Introductions, & Acknowledgements  

Overview of Presentation   

We plan to cover 3 topics today:  

¶ Empowering your whole staff to become good ambassadors  

¶ Preparing for successful contacts with your community  

¶ Enhancing your communityõs perception of your library 
 

Analogy of Ambassador      

¶ We are all ambassadors  

¶ Your library/countryõs mission to the world 

¶ Promote goodwill  

¶ Enhance the image  

¶ Educate  

¶ Become òthe faceó of your library/country in the world 

¶ Live in foreign lands  
 

Why Be an Ambassador?      

¶ The world gets smaller every day.  Itõs never a waste of time to be a good ambassador. 

¶ You have the most to gain and you have the most to lose  

¶ Breakout Activity ( 10 minutes): Nametag Introductions    
 

  

mailto:rainey@mcdl.info
mailto:ungham@mcdl.info
http://www.mcdl.info/
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Empowering Staff to Be Good Ambassadors    

¶ You donõt need a title to be a leader  

¶ Train your staff  

¶ Stress good ambassadorship in every staff meeting  

¶ Praise good ambassadorship  

¶ Model  

¶ Relay compliments  

¶ Educate gently  

¶ Who is listening?  

¶ Give feedback regularly   

¶ Ask for suggestions for improvement  
 

Enhancing the communityõs perception of your library  

¶ Ambassadors need MAPS of their assigned territory:  

 Marketing  

 Advocacy 

 Promotion (with Passion) 

 Service to patrons/community  

 

¶ Marketing  is focused on creating a transaction between customers and the provider of a 

service or product . 

Marketing isé  

¶ About listening, not telling or selling.  Communication is two -way. 

¶ About them, not us.  We need to build collections and services based on our 

communitiesõ needs. 

¶ About people, not stuff.  People donõt care about our impressive inventory.  They 

care about the human interactions.  
 

¶ Advocacy is creating an argument in support of a specific proposal and getting your 

audience to say ôyes.õ    
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Breakout Advocacy Activity ( 10 minutes):  The Elevator Speech   

¶ An elevator speech is a very short, canned speech that should spark a specific action on 

the part of the listener.  It should have an intriguing opening or hook, your targeted 

message, and a desired action.  
 

¶ Promotion is getting the message out beyond the library doors ñmore than òpreaching to 

the choiró       

¶ Gail Blankeõs 4 steps to being unforgettable:  make it fun; itõs not about you; love your 

audience; and show them your passion  

¶ Running a close second, or maybe more important than Promotion,  is Passion. 
 

Service  is your trademark      

¶ Exceptional customer service from a passionate staff creates good will and will generate 

word-of -mouth advertising for your library  
 

Preparing for Successful Contacts with Your Community   

¶ Get out of the Library!  Why? 

¶ If you arenõt championing the library, why should anybody else? 

¶ Where do you go? Where a re the community organizations ? 
 

Breakout Activity ( 10 minutes):   Community Webs    

Do Your Homework before Reaching Out   

¶ Know your libraryõs mission   

¶ Keep your message in line with your libraryõs mission 

¶ Check out the community organizations  

¶ Identify the community organizationõs mission 

¶ Be flexible and open to new ideas but remain within your libraryõs mission 

¶ Donõt promise what you canõt deliver 

¶ Be organized, on time, and well -prepared  
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Summary 

¶ Everybody is an ambassador 24/7, if we know it or not, so we might as well know it  

¶ Follow your MAPS so you donõt lose your way 

¶ Get out of the library  

¶ Be unforgettable!  

¶ Thank you!  
 
 

Our Favorite Materials on This Topic...  

Author  Title  

Barber, Peggy & 

Wallace, Linda  

Building a buzz: libraries & word -of -mouth marketing 

(Chicago: ALA, 2010)  

Blanke, Gail Real Simple Magazine, òHow to make your markó June 2007, 

pp. 247-249  

Calloway, Joe Work like youõre showing off!  The joy, jazz, and kick of 

being better tomorrow than you were today (Hoboken, NJ: 

John Wiley & Sons, 2007)  

Charan, Ram Know-how: the 8 skills that separate people who perform 

from those who donõt (NY: Crown Business, 2007) 

Collins, Jim  Good to great: why some companies make the leapéand 

others donõt (NY: HarperBusiness, 2001) 

Crowe, Sandra A.  Since strangling isnõt an option: dealing with difficult 

peopleñcommon problems and uncommon solutions (NY: 

Perigee Book, 1999) 

Jones, Frances Cole How to wow: proven strategies for presenting your ideas, 

persuading your audience, and perfecting your image (NY: 

Ballantine Books, 2008)  

McCook, Kathleen de la 

Peña 

A place at the table: participating in community building 

(Chicago: ALA, 2000)  

Melling, Maxine & Little, 

Joyce, eds.  

Building a successful customer -service culture: a guide 

(London: Facet Publishing, 2002)  

Osgood, Charles Osgood on public speaking: how to think on your feet 

without falling on your face (NY: Morrow, 1988)  

Public Library 

Association  

Libraries prosper with passion, purpose and persuasion! 

(Chicago: ALA, 2007)  

Sanborn, Mark  You donõt need to have a title to be a leader: how anyone, 

anywhere can make a positive difference (NY: Currency 

Doubleday, 2006)  
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Sanborn, Mark  The Fred factor: how passion in your work and life can turn 

the ordinary into the extraordinary (NY: Currency   

Doubleday, 2004)  

Siess, Judith A.  The visible librarian: asserting your value with marketing 

and advocacy (Chicago: ALA, 2003)  

Silverman, George  The secrets of word -of -mouth marketing: how to trigger 

exponential sales through runaway word of mouth (NY: 

AMACOM, 2001)  

Strickland, Bill and  

Rouse, Vince 

Make the impossible possible: one manõs crusade to inspire 

others to dream bigger and achieve the extraordinary (NY: 

Currency/ Doubleday, 2007)  

Thaler, Linda Kaplan & 

Koval, Robin 

The power of nice: how to conquer the business world with 

kindness (NY: Doubleday, 2006)  

Turner, Anne  It comes with the territory: handling problem situations in 

libraries (Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland & Co., 2004)  

Willis, Mark  Dealing with difficult people in the library (Chicago: ALA, 

1999) 

Wiskup, Mark  Presentation S.O.S.: from perspiration to persuasion in 9 

easy steps (MY: Warner Business, 2005)  

 
 

Additional Readings if Youõre Interestedé  

Author  Title  

Atwood, Janet Bray  The passion test: the effortless path to discover your 

destiny (NY: Hudson Street Press, 2007)  

Bruzzese, Anita  45 things you do that drive your boss crazy: and how to 

avoid them (NY: Perigee Book, 2007)  

Crawford, Walt  First have something to say: writing for the library 

profession (Chicago: ALA, 2003)  

Edsall, Marian S.  Library promotion handbook (Phoenix: Oryx Press, 1980)  

Fisher, Patricia M.  Blueprint for your library marketing plan: a guide to help 

you survive and thrive (Chicago: ALA, 2006)  

Garvey, Mona Library public relations: a practical handbook (NY: The 

H.W. Wilson Co., 1980)  

Gunn, Robert W.  On the high wire: how to survive being promoted 

(Westport, Conn.: Praeger Publishers, 2005)  

Karp, Rashelle, ed. Powerful public relations: a how -to guide for libraries 

(Chicago: ALA, 2002  

Kohn, Rita &  

Tepper, Krysta  

You can do it: a PR skills manual for librarians (Matuchan, 

NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1981)  

Lock, Ward  Speechmakersõ bible (London: Cassell Illustrated, 2006) 

Reed, Sally Gardner  Saving your library: a guide to getting, using and keeping 
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the power you need (Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland & Co., 

2000)  

Reed, Sally Gardner  Making the case for your library: a how -to -do-it manual 

(NY: Neal -Schuman Publishers, 2001)  

Reed, Sally Gardner & 

Nawalinski, Beth  

Making our voices heard: citizens speak out for libraries 

(Philadelphia: Friends of Libraries U.S.A.)  

Reed, Sally Gardner,  

Nawalinski, Beth &  

Peterson, Alexander  

101+ Great ideas for libraries and Friends (NY: Neal -

Schuman Publishers, 2004)  

Rivers, Vickie  The branch librariansõ handbook (Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland & Company, 2004)  

Rossman, Edmund A. Castles against ignorance: how to make libraries great 

educational environments (Charleston, S.C.: BookSurge, 

2006)  

Veldof, Jerilyn R.  Creating the one -shot library workshop: a step -by-step 

guide (Chicago: ALA, 2006)  

Walters, Suzanne  Marketing: a how -to -do-it manual for librarians (NY: Neal -

Schuman Publishers, 1992)  

Wolfe, Lisa A.  Library public relations, promotions and communications 

(NY: Neal -Schuman Publishers, 2005)  

 



Ohio Library Support Staff Institute, July 2010  

 

What If the Library Rocks but Nobody Hears It :  

How to Make Your Staff into Good Library Ambassadors   
 

OLSSI 2010: Libraries Rock!  Baldwin-Wallace College 
119 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY WEB CONTACTS  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Schools 

 

 

AMBASSADOR 
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Supervisor Idol  

with Kristen Lindsay  on Monday, 7/26/10, 1:15-2:30pm  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Currently the Assistant Dean of Students / Director of the Academic and Career Support Center at 

Heidelberg University, Kristen has also worked successfully with students and professional staff at 

large state universities over the past 12 years. Through teaching and presenting career topics to 

students, parents, faculty, and colleagues, she has developed an extensive repertoire of professional 

development topics. 
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Supervisory Skills 
Improvement Plan 

 SPECIFIC Á MEASUREABLE Á ATTAINABLE Á REALISTIC Á TIME SENSITIVE  

 

IMPROVEMENT GOALS 

Internal  

Communication 

 DATE 

 

Delegation 

  

 

Problem Solving 

  

 

Decision Making 

  

 

Planning 

  

 

Self Management 

  

 

Staff Selection  

  

People 

Management  

  

 

People Evaluation 

  

Meeting 

Management 

  

Project 

Management 

  

 

Project Evaluation 

  

 

Team Building 

  

 

Other: 

  

ñNot everybody is 

perfect, and I don't think 

we should be looking for 

perfect people.ò 
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Low Cost / No Cost Professional Development 

Ideas 

¶ Represent your department on an all-campus committee 

¶ Represent your campus on a local community board 

¶ Invite a colleague from another department (student affairs or academic) to present a 

workshop for your staff ï example: invite a Career Development Professional to present 

business etiquette training or a Psychology faculty member to share insight on learning 

behaviors 

¶ Host a ñshow & tellò session where you share articles, books, or stories about improving 

on job performance 

¶ Register to receive a free online newsletter to read about current management / 

supervision trends and techniques (try BNET: Business Network or The Navigator from 

Chart Your Course International) 

¶ Schedule a monthly meeting with a trusted mentor  

¶ Ask a colleague to pick up resources to share when they attend various conferences 

¶ Try a free, self-paced technology course online at HPôs Learning Center 

(http://h30187.www3.hp.com/ ) 

¶ Volunteer to take on a new project (like maintenance of a website or updating a staff 

training manual)  

¶ Network on Facebook, LinkedIn, or LearningTimes.org 

¶ Host a monthly professional development focused book club for your campus community  

¶ Consider local memberships like a regional chapter of the American Society of Training 

and Development or Toastmasters 

¶ Volunteer to advise or mentor a student group, perhaps one that focuses on leadership 

development 

¶ Host a ñWhine and Cheeseò hour where people can get together and share problems on-

the-job, then share solutions 

¶ Check out opportunities through the local Chamber of Commerce 

¶ Initiate a Staff Development Committee to explore new opportunities  

¶ Invest in your hobbies and invest in the time to relax / re -energize when you are not at 

work
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OLSSI  CHAIR½S  Choice   class : 

Basic Reference for Support Staff  

with Jessica Page on Monday, 7/26/10, 1:15-2:30pm  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jessica has a B.S. in Environmental and Plant Biology from Ohio University, and an M.S. in Biology 

from the University of Pennsylvania.  She worked for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency in 

the brownfield and site assessment program for several years before obtaining an M.L.I.S. from Kent 

State University.  She began working for OSU Libraries as a Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 

Sciences librarian in 2008, and began serving as the Veterinary Medicine librarian, as well, in 2009. 
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Going Green in the Library  

with Terri Greer and Jeanie Radtkin  on Monday, 7/26/10, 1:15-2:30pm  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Terri Greer is from Cleveland State University.  
 

Learn how to help your library be more environmentally friendly.  


